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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Fall Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


The eighteen regional reports before me agree re- 
markably well in that the fall weather of the con- 
tinent was almost uniformly warm and dry. In the 
northern tier of states the freeze-up occurred from 
Nov. 19 to Nov. 22 eastward and Nov. 24-25 west- 
ward. In New England there never was any freeze- 
up, and the winter population had not reached full 
proportions by Jan. 1, 1954. There were serious 
forest fires in the Southern Pacific area. Most editors 
complain that the lack of contrasting weather (too 
few cool fronts) brought poor birding and few 
waves, the migrating birds slipping through quietly 
and regularly. Southern Texas received ample rain 
for a change, but too late for it to do any apparent 
good this season. 

The only marked exception was Florida, which 
had a cool and rainy period, with many rare land 
birds normally belonging to the Texas-Central 
American route. One of the astonishing develop- 
ments of recent years is the increasing degree to 
which western species are appearing far eastward, 
and eastern species are moving westward. Surely 
all readers can remember the remarkable invasion 
in the fall and winter of 1952-53, so graphically 
written up by Lowery and Newman, and Goldman 
and Watson. It occurred again but by no means as 
marked as last year. Dr. Lowery writes of finding 
Black-throated Gray Warblers for the third year in 
succession, strangely enough in places subject to 
intensive search for years. Again the Southern Great 
Plains had a good warbler flight with many eastern 
species as well as few western, while Mr. Monson 
reports “a rash of eastern warblers;’” similar events 
transpired in the Rocky Mountains and the Middle 
Pacific Coast Region. 

So tremendous is the list of local rarities now be- 
coming that I am virtually compelled to restrict the 
list to specimens collected, though no reflection is 
intended on editors whose correspondents will not 
collect. There are now large areas of the country 
where no collectors exist, and the idea that no un- 
usual birds ever occur there or are correctly identi- 
fied is too absurd for serious credence. But there is 
room and necessity for the most extreme care and 
vigilance. Thus a small black and white shearwater 
suspected of being Audubon’s was collected and 
proved to be a Manx (off Cape Cod, Mass.), while 
three small black and white shearwaters off New 
Jersey, collected or found dead, proved to be Audu- 
bon’s! Not only is there no correlation at all, but 
all northeastern sight records of small black and 
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white shearwaters published in recent years are sus- 
pects, showing that some form of proof is required 
and must ultimately be produced. 

Eared Grebe.—One collected on Monomoy, Mass.. 
Sept. 27 (Morgan and Griscom). 

Southern Boobies—A remarkable invasion inland 
from the Gulf of California, several seen in the 
Colorado River Valley and Salton Sea, California 
(one specimen). All three species collected in 
Arizona! 

Southern Herons.—On the whole a poor north. 
ward late summer flight throughout. There is news 
of the Cattle Egret. Six spent the summer at Cape 
May, N. J., ome wandering farther northward. The 
Florida birds are also wandering about as far as 
the Keys. Glossy Ibis collected in Georgia. 

Geese.—Poor flight in New England, the winter- 
ing birds not having arrived. Good westward and 
northwestward. A Barnacle Goose was collected in 
Quebec, also a Greenland White-fronted Goose! A 
Pink-footed Goose caused great excitement at Bom- 
bay Hook, Del., where it remained for some time 
and was seen by many people. 

Ducks.—Poor in New England, but good nearly 
everywhere else, depending in part on drought and 
heat conditions. King Eider collected in Georgia. 

Hawks.—Mostly a poorly recorded flight due to 
warm weather, lack of cool fronts, and especially 
poor weather on week-ends during the height of the 
flight. As usual, the Texas flights cannot be cor- 
related with those in the Northeast. 

Shorebirds—Very good flight almost everywhere, 
especially at many inland localities eastward, as 
this group is rapidly increasing under protection. 
The Am. Golden Plover is now turning up more and 
more frequently outside of its traditional fall migra- 
tion route, so publicized by Prof. W. W. Cooke in 
my youth. This year it was collected in Georgia, and 
reported inland in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Middle- 
western Prairies, Minnesota, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Oklahoma, Eastern Texas and Utah! The Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper also wandered east to Massa- 
chusetts (several records), New York, New Jersey, 
Florida and western New York as well as the Mid- 
west Prairies. The Hudsonian Godwit was common 
in eastern Massachusetts, and recorded from New 
Jersey, Delaware, Virginia (3 times) and western 
New York. Dr. Lowery assures me a Curlew Sand- 
piper was competently identified in Louisiana. 

Jaegers.—Great year off New England; a few 
off the Pacific Coast. 
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Ouls.—Poor numbers of Snowy Owls from coastal 
New England to New jersey. A heavy flight through 
Ontario and western New York; also reported from 
Ohio, Illinois, Minnesota and North Dakota. It is 
a relief to turn from rare birds to superlative field 
work near Toronto, where two young men banded 
145 Saw-whet Owls, including 32 in one day! 

Land Birds.—Western Kingbird collected in 
Georgia. Olive-sided Flycatcher and Golden-winged 
Warbler collected in Florida. Kirtland’s Warbler 
seen near Pensacola, Fla., in late November (Mr. 
Francis M. Weston kindly supplying full details). 
Yellow-throated and Philadelphia Vireo collected in 
Arizona, as well as a form of the Red Crossbill, the 
northwestern crossbill sitkensis! A Clay-colored Spar- 
row collected in New Jersey. Numerous reports of 
Brewer's Blackbird on the Atlantic seaboard, but 
specimens are badly needed northward as proof. 
Dickcissels are now routine from Massachusetts to 
New Jersey, but are not routine in western New 
York. It is quite possible that a severe southerly 


gale in early November is the cause of an irruption 
of late Barn Swallows from Virginia, New Jersey, 
Long Island and Cape Cod (in numbers). Another 
storm in late August and early September also ac- 
counts for the Royal Tern in New Jersey, Long 
Island (9) and Cape Cod, Mass. (at least 2). 

Irregular winter visitants—No flight of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches this year from New England to 
Virginia, but curiously enough reported from North 
Carolina (2), Austin, Tex., and New Mexico. There 
was a marked flight of the Arctic Woodpecker in 
southern Ontario and western New York, also in 
Michigan. Poor numbers of Gray Shrikes from 
Quebec, Massachusetts to Long Island, N. Y., and 
New Jersey; much better inland from Ontario and 
western New York. Pine Grosbeaks were reported 
only in Quebec. White-winged Crossbills were 
common in northern New England (great cone year), 
and a very few were in Massachusetts and Ohio. 
There was no other marked movement of northern 
finches. 





REGION REPORTS 


Fall Migration 


August 16 to November 30, 1953 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
midsummer drought of the last few years failed 
to materialize to any great degree, with July and 
August practically ‘‘nor- 
mal.” September and Oc- 
tober, on the contrary, 
were so dry as to 
force postponement of 
3 the hunting season sev- 
: \,  PRDERICTON eral days as a precaution 
. shin against forest fires. The 
moe seneao fall migration seemed to 
Baycor 720 get off to an unusually 
ry fast and early start, with 

a major wave of land- 
bird migrants reaching 
the Boston region on 
Aug. 30. The _ tem- 
perature on that day 
reached 96°. From Sept. 
eaaaeaie 7 through Oct. 3, the 
minimum temperature 
fell to the mid-forties or below every night, with the 
exception only of Sept. 21 and 22 when a warm front 
passed through the region from the southwest. This 
resulted in a steady, prolonged and heavy movement 
of birds throughout the entire period with no really 
pronounced waves. Relatively speaking, after due al- 
lowance for the advance in the season, the weather 
hecame much more moderate as October advanced, a 
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pattern which persisted throughout the month of 
November. At Boston, the temperature never went 
below freezing the entire month of October, and 
never below 30° in November. Dr. H. F. Lewis in 
Nova Scotia reported that the temperature reached the 
high sixties there in late November. The excellent 
movement throughout September drained the country- 
side of land birds, leaving eastern Massachusetts prac- 
tically birdless the entire month of November. Two 
hurricanes in late August and early September nar- 
rowly missed Cape Cod, and were notable princi- 
pally for the large numbers of Red and Northern 
Phalaropes driven ashore on the outer beaches. On 
Oct. 25 a very severe northeast gale drove the high 
tide completely over the causeway to Plum Island in 
Essex County, rendering it completely impassable for 
several hours. 

Loons and Grebes.—Eared Grebe seen at Martha's 
Vineyard, Mass., Oct. 24; Scituate, Mass., Nov. 10 to 
15; and collected at Chatham, Mass., Sept. 27 (Gris- 
com, Morgan). 

Herons.—The normal flight of late summer south- 
ern stragglers was a total failure, which serves to 
emphasize the extraordinary record of an Am. Egret 
in Essex County, Mass., Nov. 29 (Argues). Great 
Blues were notable for their small numbers. 

Geese.—Mediocre flight in Massachusetts. Linger- 
ing in good numbers into late November in Nova 
Scotia (H. F. Lewis). One adult Blue Goose was 
still present in Essex County on Nov. 14. 








Ducks.—On the whole a mediocre to poor flight of 
fresh-water ducks after a good start in September. 
Almost a total loss as far as numbers of sea ducks are 
concerned, due to the prevailing “bluebird” weather. 

Hawks.—Swainson’s reported from Nauset, Cape 
Cod, Sept. 14 (C. R. Mason). Flight on the whole 
was average to poor, and late. 

Rails —Clapper Rail now well established and 
breeding in Rhode Island (Clement), and regular in 
small numbers on Cape Cod, with a few north as far 
as Essex County. Yellow Rail found dead at Manomet, 
Mass., Sept. 18, and Winchester, Mass., Oct. 3. 

Shorebirds.—The fall flight of immatures was poor 
on outer Cape Cod, but fair to good in Essex County 
in August and early September. A Ruff on Nantucket. 
Nov. 28 (Heywoods), was outstanding among very 
few real rarities. There were good numbers of Am. 
Golden Plover. 

Jaegers and Gulls —An outstanding jaeger year on 
the outer Cape with the exception of the Long-tailed. 
Mr. Griscom reported seeing over 100 individuals off 
Monomoy, Mass., over the entire period. A European 
Little Gull spent August and September in Newbury- 
port Harbor, Mass. (deWindt and numerous other 
observers ). 

Terns, Skimmers, Alcids.—The main population of 
Common and Roseate Terns departed early. Forster's 
Terns occurred in flocks of up to 12 in Massachusetts. 
The best Black Skimmer counts since the 1944 hurri- 
cane were reported from Rhode Island. A Briinnich’s 
Murre off Cape Cod, Oct. 12, broke the record early 
date (Griscom). The first small flight of Razor-billed 
Auks, Briinnich’s Murres and Dovekies was observed 
from Cape Ann, Mass., on Nov. 29. 

Ouls.—The first Snowy Owl was reported from 
Cape Ann, Nov. 10, and a Great Gray Owl was re- 
ported from the wilderness of central Maine, Sept. 23 
and 30 (Athertons). 

Songbirds —There was a fine flight of Blue Jays, 
Am. Robins and Loggerhead Shrikes. Conversely, Red- 
breasted Nuthatches were very scarce, and so far there 
has been no flight of any of the northern finches, de- 
spite widespread reports of large numbers of both 
crossbills from Maine and New Hampshire northward 
all summer and fall. Several Barn Swallow reports 
from New Hampshire and Massachusetts in late No- 
vember seem most plausibly explained as having been 
driven north by the marked southern cyclonic weather 
pattern existing at that time. The Dickcissel must now 
be regarded as perfectly regular along the coast in the 
fall, with up to 4 reported at a time in one spot this 
year. A Blackburnian Warbler on Oct. 21 im Massa- 
chusetts, and Am. Redstart on Nov. 6, and Mocking- 
bird on Nov. 3 in Nova Scotia attest further to the 
mildness of the fall. Among the real rarities are Blue 
Grosbeak for the fourth year running on Block Island, 
R. I. (Oct. 11 to 12, Clement), Black-headed Gros- 
beak, Western Tanager (Clement), and Painted Bunt- 
ing in R. I. (Segar, Sept. 25) ; and Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker in Essex County, Mass., Oct. 10 to Nov. 10.— 
ALLEN MorGAN, Wayland, Mass., and RUTH P. 
EMERY, Massachusetts Audubon Society, 155 Neuw- 
bury Street. Boston 16, Mass. 
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HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—This 
period was characterized by warm, dry weather which 
not only affected the time of migration but the bird 
distribution as well. In 
some drought 
conditions prevailed, bogs 
were dry and ponds and 
reservoirs were d rawn 
down to critically low 
levels. The large areas 
of uncovered mud flats 
provided new _ feeding 
grounds for shorebirds 
but marsh- and water- 
birds were often forced 
to find new habitats. In 
New York City the av- 
erage temperatures for 
the period were 2° or 3° 
above normal and the de. 
ficiency in rainfall was 
about 5 in. in the Hud- 
son and the Champlain 
valleys the conditions 
were similar, but in Quebec both temperature and 
precipitation were about normal. This uniform 
weather seemed to induce a uniform migration, a 
steady flow of birds with few reported peaks. An ex- 
ception to this was a heavy westward movement of 
passerine birds along the north shore of the St. Law- 
rence River at Moisie Bay, Que. on Sept 10 (J. M. 
Campbell); and in the New York City area large 
flocks of migrants were frequently heard passing over 
at night, usually just in advance of a cold front from 
the northwest. 

Loons through Cormorants.—Red-throated Loons 
were found inland more often than usual: Montreal, 
Que., 1 on Nov. 14 (G. H. Montgomery); Lake 
Bomoseen, Vt., 2 on Oct. 31 (Elizabeth Ball) ; others 
on the fresh waters of Lake Champlain and in north- 
ern New Jersey. But few areas reported Red-necked 
Grebes; they were rather plentiful at Moisie Bay 
after the end of September, 17 on Oct. 21 (JMC); in 
St. Augustin Co., Que. one was recorded on Oct. 28 
(L.- A. Lord) and at South Hero, Vt. there were 2 
on Nov. 15 (Marion L. Smith). Horned Grebes were 
probably never more plentiful. There was a heavy 
flight on Nov. 13 at Oneida Lake near Syracuse, 
N. Y.; over 100 were counted there (Onondaga Aud. 
Soc.). On Nov. 15 over 100 were in Lake Champlain 
at So. Hero, Vt. (MLS). At Addison, Vt. on Nov 
23, 229 were counted, and many additional distant 
birds were presumably this species (EB). Two Cory’s 
Shearwaters were reported off Montauk, L. I., Aug. 
21 (W. Reid). The White Pelican that has lived on 
a pond at Mill Neck, L. I. since June 1952 still 
seems to be in good health. European Cormorants re- 
ported only from Shinnecock, L. I., Sept 26 (L. Wil- 
cox) and on Nov. 1 at Point Pleasant, N. J. (R. 
Bates, et al.). Large concentrations of Double-crested 
Cormorants were recorded at Moisie Bay, Que.: 500 
on Sept 10 and 750 on Sept. 16 (JMC). 

Herons.—Am. Egrets were not common in the New 
York City area but more were found in western New 
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England: 10 at Egremont, Mass. on Sept. 23 (A. A. 
Saunders) ; 17 at Windsor Locks, Conn. on Sept. 12 
(Clark) and 16 at Essex, Conn. on Sept. 9 (French). 
They were also plentiful at the end of August near 
Binghamton, N. Y., with 40 at the end of the month 
(L. E. Bemont). Two very late records have come 
in, one on Fishers Island, L. I. (off New London, 
Conn.) on Nov. 28 (H. L. Ferguson, Jr.) and one 
on Nov. 29 at Hempstead, L. I. (G. Carleton). A 
Louisiana Heron was found by J. Bull at Jones 
Beach, Sept. 3. Little Blue Herons, too, were scarce, 
1 imm. was seen near Sparta, N. J. on Aug. 9 (E.'‘B. 
Nixdorf); another was at Springfield, Mass. on Aug. 
16. The most unusual record was that of a Cattle 
Egret at W. Long Branch, N. J. It was first identi- 
fied on Nov. 29 (I. Black, W. F. Sandford, G. M. 
Seeley). Nearby residents said that it had been there 
for about a month. When seen the bird was eating 
half-frozen grasshoppers. Close-up photographs were 
taken by V. Wisner. Late Am. Bitterns were recorded 
at Sandy Pond, N. Y. and on Oneida Lake on Nov. 
26 and 29 respectively (On. Aud. Soc.). On Oct. 8 
an observer saw a very large bird come in to a se- 
cluded pond near Montague, Mass. and approached it 
quite closely; it was identified as a Wood Ibis. It 
soon flew off toward the south. Another observer 
saw it in flight and confirmed the fully extended po- 
sition; the characters of bill, neck and legs; the wing 
pattern and the tail color. The plumage indicated a 
bird not yet fully mature (Mrs. L. H. Wheeler fide 
S. A. Eliot). 

Geese —Canada Geese were plentiful but the mi- 
grating flocks were small. W. R. Miller stated that 
the migration in the Lake Champlain valley was the 
heaviest in years. Good flights were recorded also at 
Lake Bomoseen, Vt. on Oct. 6 (G. Goodwin) and at 
Oneida Lake, N. Y. from Oct. 7 to 12 (On. Aud. 
Soc.). At Quabbin Reservoir near Ware, Mass. 15 
Am. Brant were watched from Oct. 14 to 29. The 
only Am. Brant seen migrating over Lake Champlain 
passed through on Oct. 29; it was a flock of 179 and 
all appeared to be white-bellied birds (RWF). At 
Sandy Pond, N. Y., 400 were present on Nov. 1 
(Scheider, Evans). Good brant flights were reported 
along the Long Island and New Jersey coasts. A 
Barnacle Goose was collected at Cap Tourmente, 
Que. in late October (R. Cayouette). A White- 
fronted Goose, wounded at Cap Tourmente on Oct. 
20 was sent to the Quebec Zoo for identification. 
While still alive the colors of the soft parts were 
carefully noted. The character and measurements 
match well with those of the recently described 
Greenland race, A. a. flavirostris. On Sept. 30 a 
White-front was seen with a small flock of Canadas 
at Lake Como, N. J. The bird seemed fully adult al- 
though the black barring on the under-parts was not 
so heavy as is often seen. It has been said that all 
White-fronts seen on the Atlantic coast are of the 
Greenland form, but if bill color is a diagnostic 
character then the pink bill of the Lake Como bird 
would indicate frontalis or albifrons and not flaviros- 
tris (C. K. Nichols). There was no aerial count of 
the Snow Geese at Cap Tourmente, Que. but esti- 
mates agree that the numbers showed an increase over 


last fall. On Nov. 4 there were about 10,000 Snows 
at the Cape and other large flocks were among the 
nearby islands (RC). On Nov. 28 a large concentra- 
tion was still present. At Water Mill, L. I., 3 Snows 
were seen by Harrison on Nov. 6. Eleven Blue Geese 
were with the Snows at Cap Tourmente on Nov. 14 
(J. Normandin, LAL). At Bridgehampton, L. I, in 
mid-October, McKeever found an adult Blue Goose 
with 4 immatures. 

Ducks.—Black Ducks were present in increased 
numbers. Gadwall counts were small but the birds 
were well distributed. Large numbers of Am. Wid- 
geon were at Montreal in October (I. A. McLaren). 
At Sandy Hook, N. J., 4 Am. Widgeon were seen on 
the early date of Sept. 13 (Gardner D. Stout). The 
Pintail count was low at Swanton, Vt. (R. H. Minns) 
and but few were seen at other favorable locations. 
Blue-winged Teal were fairly numerous; on Sept. 26 
about 300 were at Colchester, Vt. (EB) and on Aug. 
27 there was a flock of 17 at Burlington, Vt. (MLS). 
Both teal were common near Northampton, Mass., 
the Blue-winged from Sept. 4 through Oct. 15 and 
the Green-winged from Sept. 23 to Nov 1 (SAE). 
At Swanton, Vt. there was a decided increase in 
Green-winged over past seasons (RHM). Wood 
Ducks were more numerous than usual; a good flight 
was noted near Syracuse, N. Y. (Mr. and Mrs. 
Mathis). An increase in these ducks was also re- 
ported in Sullivan County, N. Y. (K. D. Niven) 
and at Swanton, Vt. (RHM). Thirty were seen on 
Sept. 3 at So. Egremont, Mass. (AAS). There were 
many Am. Golden-eyes on Lake Champlain: ' 200 at 
So. Hero, Vt., Nov. 15, and 107 on the following 
day at Burlington (MLS). On Oct. 21 an estimated 
1200 Old-squaws were at Moisie Bay, Que. (JMC). 
Few Harlequins were seen; 12 on Nov. 7 at Riviere 
des Prairies near Montreal was collected and is now 
in the Redpath Museum (J. W. Pollock) and there 
were 2 seen at Montauk, L. I., Nov. 6 (Harrison). 
The Common Eider was extremely numerous in the 
lower St. Lawrence, an estimated 2000 were at 
Moisie Bay on Oct. 12 and about 1500 on Oct. 21 
(JMC). Harrison reported 9 off Montauk, Nov. 6. 
An unusual record for the Adirondacks of N. Y. was 
an Am. Scoter found dead on Oct. 18 (G. Chase). 
Am. Mergansers first came into Moisie Bay on Sept. 
16, when the count was 467; by Sept. 30 the flock 
had increased to an estimated 2000 (JMC). 

Hawks.—The migration of hawks through the 
Region was anything but spectacular; the warm, wind- 
less days through September and October gave no 
advantage to the usual fly-lines along the ridges and 
the migrants probably followed a very broad path 
southward with but few of the usual concentrations. 
There were good flights along the Shawangunk range 
in Ulster Co., N. Y., particularly near Mohonk (H. 
Meng). From Mt. Tom, Mass., 1440 were recorded 
on Sept. 17 (Staples) and at New Brunswick, N. J., 
425 were seen on Sept. 22 (J. Baird). Goshawk re- 
ports were more frequent than usual. Rough-legged 
Hawks were relatively numerous at Moisie Bay, where 
17 were seen on Oct. 14 (JMC). Near Syracuse, 
N. Y., 7 were counted on Nov. 11; 2 of these were 
in dark phase (On. Aud. Soc.) and a dark bird 
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was seen at Sunrise Mt., N. es Nov 8 (F. W olfarth, 
et al.). Of the 6 Golden Eagles reported, 2 had been 
shot: one at Oneida Lake, N. Y., Oct. 25 (On. Aud. 
Soc.), the other in Sullivan County, N. Y., Oct. 14 
(KDN). On Sept. 11 a Golden Eagle was seen at 
Whiteface Mountain; from Mt. Tom, Mass., one was 
seen on Sept. 17 (Elkins, e¢ al.) ; one went over the 
Kittatinny range in New Jersey on Sept. 19 (Thor- 
sell) and above the Mongaup valley in Sullivan 
County, N. Y. one was present from Nov. 3 to 9 
(Roseig, McIntire). A heavy flight of Ospreys passed 
Brandon Gap, Vt. near Pittsford on Sept. 19; the 
count was 43 (EB, H. Potter). Pigeon Hawks were 
rather numerous at Seven Is. and Moisie Bay, Que.; 
10 seen on Sept. 12 (JMC). An early bird of this 
species was at South Egremont, Mass. on Sept. 3 
(AAS). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Ruffed Grouse populations 
were about stationary in the Green Mountains, Vt. 
(A. M. Decker), but showed an increase in the 
Adirondacks and in Sullivan County, N. Y. The 
road-kill in September was heavy. At Isle La Motte, 
Vt., 14 Hungarian Partridge were seen on Nov. 2; 
they probably came from stock that has been intro- 
duced into Quebec or Ontario (WRM). 

Shorebirds.—The interesting feature of the shore- 
bird migration was the large number of Am. Golden 
Plover that were found inland; they were reported 
through Yermont and Massachusetts. On Long Island, 
24 were at Jones Inlet on Oct. 21 (Norse, Cantor) 
and 23 at Orient, L. I. on Sept. 13 (R. Adelson). 
In northern New Jersey, 10 were seen on Sept. 25 
near Oradell (Mrs. C. K. Nichols) and 8 at Boonton 
on Oct. 18 (Boyajian, Goebel). In all, these plover 
were reported from 22 points in the Region. Two 
Wilson’s Plover were reported at Jones Beach on 
Sept. 3 (JB). Small numbers of Wilson’s Snipe have 
migrated through; the latest date in Jefferson Co., 
N. Y. was Nov. 17 (JBB). At Sandy Pond, N. Y. 
the first Hudsonian Curlew for 11 years was seen on 
Sept. 4 (Minor, Scheider). Purple Sandpipers were 
found at a number of inland points; Montreal, 3 on 
Oct. 18 (GHM); Burlington, Vt., 2 on Oct. 29 
(MLS), and one at Lake Onota, near Lenox, Mass. 
on October 25 (SAE, B. Hendricks). Pectorals were 
very plentiful throughout. The White-rump is con- 
sidered a normally scarce migrant at Montreal but 20 
were seen at Ste. Helens Island, Que. on Oct. 18 and 
19. Many others were reported in Vermont, New 
York and New Jersey. Baird’s Sandpipers were well 
represented in the reports, particularly from Jones 
Beach and coastal New Jersey. One was seen near 
Pittsfield, Mass. from Aug. 19 to 22 (Schumacher) 
and 2 at Lake Onota, Mass. on Aug. 22 and again 
on Sept. 8 (BH). Three Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
were at Moriches Inlet, L. I. on Aug. 29 (E. Eisen- 
mann); 1 at Burlington, Vt., Aug. 29 (EB, MLS) 
and 1 at Highgate, Vt., Sept. 21 (MLS). Six Northern 
Phalaropes were seen at Burlington, Vt. on Aug. 26 
(MLS); there were several records from western 
Massachusetts, one as late as Nov. 7 (E. Cotton) and 
a still later bird at Ellisburg, N. Y. on eastern Lake 
Ontario on Nov. 20 (J. B. Belknap). A Wilson’s 
Phalarope, rare in the east, was seen at Marine Park, 
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Staten Island, N. Y. on Aug. 30 (Mathilde P. Wein- 
gartner, Marjorie Daley), another on Sept. 7 at the 
mouth of the Ausable River, N. Y. at Lake Cham. 
plain (T. A. Lesperance). 

Jaegers through Alcids.—A Parasitic Jaeger was in 
Moisie Bay on Sept. 10 (JMC) and 2 others were 
reported from Long Island. An imm. Glaucous Gull 
appeared at Northampton, Mass. on Nov. 9 (SAE) 
and a second-year Iceland Gull at Ludlow, Mass. on 
Nov. 28 (SAE, Crompton). From Nov. 16 to 18 
over 100 Iceland Gulls were counted near Ste. Anne 
des Monts, Que. (JN). Very few Bonaparte’s Gulls 
have been reported. On Sept. 16 the flock of Black. 
legged Kittiwakes at Moisie Bay had built up to 
166 (JMC). Forster's Terns have been numerous; an 
early record was at Wreck Pond, near Spring Lake, 
N. J., where 25 were seen on Aug. 2 (WFS, GMS); 
at Moriches, L. I., Reid reported 24 on Aug. 21. At 
least 15 were at Longmeadow, Mass. on Sept. 8 al- 
though it was reported that some were first seen 
there on Aug. 30. This tern was later reported in that 
vicinity on Oct. 31 (SAE). With the storm of Nov. 
7 these terns came into Saybrook, Conn., where 27 
were seen (L. J. Whittles). Some Royal Terns 
reached the southern part of the Region in late sum- 
mer; the largest number reported was 9 at Shinnecock 
Bay, L. I. Aug. 22 (EE, Grant). Caspian Terns were 
frequent on the coast and some were reported inland. 
The Black Skimmer was less common on Long Island 
both as a nester and as a migrant. On Oct. 12 there 
were 10 Common Murres at Moisie Bay; one of these 
had a well-defined eye-ring. By Oct. 21 the flock had 
built up to 150 (JMC). The Black Guillemot was 
common there after Sept. 15. On a fresh-water lake in 
Temiscouata Co., Que. a guillemot was seen in late 
November; it seemed to be in good condition and 
was continually diving for food although far from 
salt water (JN). 

Doves through Woodpeckers—A Mourning Dove 
nesting at Baldwin, L. I. had young on the nest as 
late as Sept. 28. One dove was collected at Seven Is., 
Que. on Sept. 29 (JMC), and a late Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo was collected at the same place, Oct. 6 
(JMC). Few Snowy Owls have come down as yet; 
2 were seen by Harrison at Orient, L. I. on Nov. 5; 
one was shot at Florence, Vt. on Nov. 24 (EB) and 
one was seen at Pittsburg, N. H. on Dec. 1 (F. T. 
Scott). Common Nighthawks were plentiful in mi- 
gration from Aug. 14 to Sept. 27. A Red-bellied 
Woodpecker was carefully studied at close range at 
Farmington, Conn. on Oct. 18 (W. Charsky), an- 
other was reported at Princeton, N. J. at the end of 
August (F. Loetscher). 

Larks, Swallows, Magpies.—A large flock of Horned 
Larks arrived at Northampton, Mass. on Oct. 24; 
several birds in the flock had the characters of 
Hoyt's rather than those of the northern race (SAE). 
Large flocks of Barn Swallows were migrating west- 
ward through Orient on eastern Long Island in the 
early mornings of Aug. 26 to 30; these had ap- 
parently crossed Long Island Sound from the main- 
land (R. Latham). No more Barn Swallows were 
reported until the end of November, when the fol- 
lowing surprising records were made: 3 at Sandy 
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Hook, N. J., Nov. 26 (GDS); one on Nov. 27 at 
Boonton, N. J. (Eynon, Jehl); one at Fishers Island 
on Nov. 26 and again on Nov. 28 (HLF, Jr.); and 
on Nov. 28 at Jones Beach there were 2 (Arbib, 
Bull); one at Lawrence, L. I. (same observers) ; one 
at Rockaway Point, L. I. (GC) and one at Point 
Lookout, L. I. (Boyajian, Dorian). Am. Magpies 
were reported several times from New Jersey, Long 
Island and Connecticut; the only explanation for 
their presence seems to be that given in the Field 
Notes of a year ago, the release of several birds in 
New Jersey that had been brought here from the 
West. 

Titmice, Wrens, Thrushes.—Tufted Titmice showed 
a considerable increase in southwestern Connecticut 
(Betty Long); at Stockbridge, Mass., one visited a 
feeder regularly from Nov. 7 to at least the 25th 
(Schumacher). The recent favorable winters have per- 
mitted the Carolina Wren to push farther northward; 
one was at Clarendon, Vt., Oct. 1 to 15 (E. Briggs) ; 
at Northampton, Mass., 2 or 3 were seen through 
November (SAE); and one was at Weston, Conn. 
on Dec. 1 (BL). Several were recorded in New York 
just south of the Catskills (J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. 
Soc.). The Am. Robin migration was heavy in Ver- 
mont, particularly at Jay Peak on Oct. 10 (GHM); 
and at Cold Spring Harbor, L. I., 200 were seen on 
Oct. 29 (P. D. Skaar). At Seven Is., Que., 94 were 
counted on Sept. 29 (JMC). 

Kinglets, Shrikes—Golden-crowned Kinglets were 
early and particularly numerous. The first report was 
at Little Neck, L. I., one on Aug. 15 (J. K. Terres) ; 
at Sandy Hook, N. J. there was a very heavy kinglet 
flight on Oct. 10; about 500 were seen on that day, 
most of them the Golden-crowned (GDS). A good 
flight was recorded at Fishers Island from Oct. 1 to 
15 (HLF, Jr.); this indicates a cross-Sound migra- 
tion. They were abundant at Mohonk Mountain in 
Ulster Co., N. Y. (D. Smiley). Other reports show 
the kinglets abundant on Staten Island (MPW, MD), 
in Ringwood Park, N. J., Oct. 31 (S. Waldron) and 
at Madison, N. J., Oct. 12 and 13 (Carol Davis). The 
last record from Quebec city was on Nov. 30 (RC). 
Many reports of Loggerhead Shrikes came in Sep- 
tember. Two very late records were: New Hampton, 
N. H., Oct. 28 (Vera Wallace) and Orient, L. I, 
Nov. 5 (Harrison). At Moonachie, N. J. 1 was 
seen irregularly between Sept. 5 and Nov. 15, pos- 
sibly a lingering summer resident (Dorothy Pallas). 
Gray Shrikes moved southward in considerable num- 
bers; they were recorded from Moisie Bay on Oct. 2 
(JMC) and from Quebec city on Oct. 26 (RC); 
they reached Syracuse, N. Y. in late November (On. 
Aud. Soc.); North Hero, Vt. on Nov. 15 (MLS, 
et al.); Warren, Vt. on Nov. 25 (AMD) and Long 
Island on Nov. 22. 

Warblers.—Several good flights of warblers were 
reported, beginning on Aug. 19 at Northampton, 
Mass., and Aug. 29 and 30 on the northern New 
Jersey coast. One of the outstanding events occurred 
on the rainy night of Sept. 22 when many warblers 
were killed at the Empire State Building in New 
York City. Only those that fell on the “‘set-backs”’ 
were recovered; some were alive and were later re- 


leased. A total of 277 dead birds were recovered and 
probably twice as many fell to the street and were 
lost. There were 19 species of warblers; some of the 
species were those that we consider relatively rare, and 
these species were the ones that were represented by 
the greatest number of individuals; these were as 
follows: Bay-breasted, 63; Tennessee, 42; Black-poll 
and Magnolia, 32 each; Connecticut, 6; Cape May, 
10. There were no Myrtles; but 3 Chestnut-sided and 
2 Canadas. There were 6 vireos among the warblers, 
4 Red-eyed and 2 Philadelphia, but no other families 
were represented. A Kentucky Warbler was seen at 
Wood-Ridge, N. J. on Sept. 4 (M. Burnham). A 
late Mourning Warbler was seen at Hadley, Mass. 
on Oct. 3 (SAE). 

Orioles through Sparrows.—A Baltimore Oriole at 
Seven Is. was collected on Oct. 8 (JMC). Two 
Brewer’s Blackbirds were regular visitors at a feed- 
ing station at Monticello, N. Y. from Sept. 26 to 
Oct. 10; the birds were studied at close range and 
under all lighting conditions (K. and N. Niven). 
There were 17 separate reports of Dickcissels, a single 
bird in every case but one. There were 2 in Glaston- 
bury, Conn., Oct. 18 (LJW). One was reported from 
Syracuse, N. Y. and one from Pittsfield, Mass. All 
others, with the exception of one at Ridgefield, Conn. 
(Louise D. Peck), were in the vicinity of New York 
City. No Evening Grosbeaks have been seen in the 
southern part of the Region. On Nov. 18 at Cap 
Chat, Gaspé Nord, Que., 6 were recorded; probably 
this is the first record from the Gaspé (JN). In 
Pittsburg, N. H. there were 41 on Dec. 4 (FTS). 
They are now plentiful in the Adirondacks, 100 at 
Tupper Lake and several flocks at Saranac Lake 
(G. M. Meade). Only a few Pine Grosbeaks have 
been seen; they were rather numerous at St. Donat, 
Que. in September (MLS); 25 were at Pittsburg, 
N. H. on Nov. 10 (FTS); 4 at W. Becket, Mass. 
on Nov. 3 (Derby) and 1 at Saranac Lake, Dec. 4 
(GMM). Two redpolls were at Halifax, Vt. on Oct. 
22 (C. E. Graves). The first were seen at Quebec 
city on Nov. 21 (RC). White-winged Crossbills were 
still in the Green Mountains, Vt., 50 at Breadloaf 
Mountain, Nov. 30 (AMD); they are numerous at 
Pittsburg, N. H. (FTS); at Clarendon, Vt. 25 were 
seen on Nov. 11 (HP); on October Mountain near 
Lenox, Mass., 15 were found on Aug. 16 (BH). The 
earliest Snow Buntings in the southern part of the 
Region were at Sandy Hook, 4 on Oct. 16 (GDS); 
there were 100 at Compo Beach, Conn., Oct. 22 
(BL), and 80 at Addison, Vt. on Oct. 26 (EB).— 
CHARLES K. NICHOLS, American Museum of Natural 
History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
season was warm and dry. A hurricane on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia on Aug. 14 brought over five inches 
of rain and consequent serious damage to late 
broods, particularly Clapper Rails. A sudden wind 
and snow storm on Nov. 6 caused much damage on 
the Jersey coast, driving wildfowl into marshes and 
refuges. Some 50,000 geese and ducks are reported 
to have taken shelter at Bombay Hook Refuge, Del. 

Loons to Herons.—Robert and Louise Berry saw 
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a a Red-throated 
ty “ Loon on Rock 
Creek, in the 
Maryland part of 
the Park on Nov. 
29. Three Audu- 
| epoveR bon’s Shearwaters 
¢ et were recorded in 

Bd ycorenout the Region; one 
REFS seen on Delaware 
River near Tini- 
cum, Philadel- 
phidg; Ang. 2 
(Chas. Price, J. 
C. Miller); one 
found dead at Brigantine, N. J., Aug. 15, probably 
killed in the hurricane of Aug. 14 (E. F. Finkel, ef 
al.); and one found dead on July 23 at Stone Har- 
bor, N. J. (Fred VanSant, Jr., N. C. Wyckoff). 
About 1500 Wilson's Petrels were observed some 
15 miles off Beach Haven, N. J., Aug. 8 (EFF, 
et al.). Of the 6 Cattle Egrets which summered 
at Cape May, one was still present on Sept. 25. 
There were a number of very late heron records: 
at Bombay Hook, 9 Am. Egrets and a Little Blue, 
Nov. 18, and 2 Snowy Egrets on Oct. 21 (P. F. 
Springer); 9 Little Blues in Accomack County, Va., 
Nov. 28 (F. R. Scott) ; 2 Louisiana Herons at Chinco- 
teague Refuge, Va., Oct. 16 (P. F. Springer, E. O. 
Mellinger); and a Green Heron at Charlottesville, 
Nov. 14 (C. E. Stevens). Cape May had 11 Glossy 
Ibises on Aug. 9, the numbers during the late sum- 
mer being unprecedented (Joseph Jacobs). 

Swans, Geese, Ducks—The record of the season 
was that of a Pink-footed Goose, the second oc- 
currence for North America, which was seen at Bom- 
bay Hook Refuge on Nov. 11 by David Cutler and 
others, and later by many observers. Clinton Miller 
saw a flock of 125 Whistling Swans at Ontelaunee 
Game Refuge, near Reading, Pa., on Nov. 6, and a 
Blue Goose on Dec. 1. At least 10,000 Am. Brant 
spent November at Chincoteague Refuge, Va., as did 
also a European Widgeon (EOM). A male European 
Widgeon was seen on Oct. 11 at Camptown, Pa. 
(W. W. Reid) ; and a female was studied at Roaches 
Run Refuge, Va., on Oct. 25 by E. G. Davis, and 
P. A. and Paul G. DuMont. R. J. Beasley saw a very 
late Wood Duck at Newport News, Va., on Nov. 
29; and W. F. Rountrey saw a very early Shoveller 
at Norfolk, Va., Aug. 27. Pintails have occurred in 
usual numbers on the Delaware River below Phila- 
delphia, with 25,000 at Bridgeport, N. J. on Oct. 29. 
Also on Oct. 29 some 5000 Ruddy Ducks were ob- 
served from National Park, N. J., and points down 
the river. An Am. Eider was seen at Cape May, N. J., 
Oct. 25 (EFF). An unusual record is that of 10 Old- 
squaws at Seneca, Md., on Nov. 28 (PAD). 

Vultures and Hawks.—Mrs. Fred Scott located 3 
Black Vultures at Wachapreague, Va., on Nov. 28 
Two Golden Eagles were noted in Shenandoah Na- 
tional Park, Va., one on Nov. 28 at Big Flat Moun- 
tain (CES); and an immature on Oct. 11 at Stony 
Man Mountain (LB). R. and C. Miller saw a Gos- 
hawk at Ontelaunee, Pa., Nov. 29. The fall flight 
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at Hawk Mountain was very disappointing because of 
protracted bluebird weather and little wind. Of 13,916 
hawks recorded, 3 were Goshawks, 29 Golden Eagles 
(lowest count ever), 49 Bald Eagles (lowest count 
in years), 1164 Red-tails, 7197 Broad-winged Hawks, 
and an early Pigeon Hawk on Aug. 31 (Maurice 
Broun). 

Rails, Gallinules—A very remarkable record was 
that of a Purple Gallinule at Seneca, Md., studied 
at close range on July 19 by R. R. Kerr, and later 
seen by Davis and the two DuMonts. Quinton 
Kramer found a dead Yellow Rail at Cape May, N. J., 
Oct. 18. 

Shorebirds—Only the highlights of a fine shore- 
bird migration can be touched on. Mr. and Mrs, 
A. E. Conway banded a young Am. Oyster-catcher 
at Tow Island, Tuckerton, N. J., July 24. There was 
a good flight of Am. Golden Plover, with high counts 
of 181 at Philadelphia International Airport on Oct. 
3 (DC), and 50 near Salem, N. J. on Oct. 21 (Rus- 
sell Fowler) ; and one at Sandy Point, on the western 
shore of Chesapeake Bay, Md., Nov. 21 and 22 
(PAD, ef al.). The first Wilson's Plover since 1890 
at Lake Ontelaunee, Pa., was seen on Aug. 28 (Perry 
Kendig, CM) ; and 3 were seen at Beach Haven Inlet, 
N. J., on Aug. 19 (F. W. Loetscher). A high count 
of 1500 Hudsonian Curlews was made at Stone Har- 
bor, N. J., Aug. 8 (JJ), and of 18 Upland Sand- 
pipers at Philadelphia, Aug. 7 (JCM). Three Soli- 
tary Sandpipers at Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, on Nov. 
27 constitute much the latest Virginia record (W. F. 
Rountrey, Paul Sykes). Scott saw 16 Purple Sand- 
pipers at Little Creek Breakwater, Norfolk, Va., on 
Nov. 29. There were many late shorebird records on 
the Yorktown, Va., peninsula, including a Spotted 
Sandpiper on Oct. 24 (RJB). A Buff-breasted Sand- 
piper was recorded near Tuckerton, N. J., on Sept. 
8 (A. E. Eynon, James Baird, B. G. Murray); and 
a Curlew Sandpiper at Beach Haven Inlet, Aug. 3 
(FWL). Marbled Godwits were reported from Beach 
Haven Inlet, with a high count of 14 on Sept. 12 
(CP), and from Stone Harbor, N. J., 2 from Aug. 31 
to Sept. 4 (E. T. McKnight, e¢ al.). Hudsonian God- 
wits were seen at Bombay Hook, Del., Oct. 18 (P. B. 
Street, AEC); Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., 6 on Aug. 
15 (CP); Chincoteague, Va., Aug. 30 (F. McLaugh- 
lin); and Cobb Bay, Va., Aug. 24 (Bruce McCart- 
ney). Other interesting shorebird records included a 
Ruff at Tinicum, Philadelphia, on Aug. 30 (JCM, 
CP), and another at Slaughter Beach, Del., Aug. 16 
(Harry Mathews); an Am. Avocet at Lake Ontelau- 
nee, Pa., Oct. 31 (PBS); and a Wilson’s Phalarope 
at Bombay Hook, on Sept. 20 (EFF), one at Beach 
Haven Inlet on Aug. 12 (FWL), and on Sept. 6 
(NCW ), and one at Stone Harbor, N. J., Sept. 9 to 
12 (ETM). An interesting shorebird roost was lo- 
cated at Tinicum, Philadelphia, the birds, mostly 
common species, coming in at high tide to roost. It 
lasted from Aug. 3 to 23, with a high point of about 
30,000 birds on Aug. 8. 

Jaegers, Terns—A Parasitic Jaeger was seen 15 
miles off Beach Haven, N. J., this season (EFF, 
et al.), and 2 at Cape May, N. J., Sept. 19 (CP). 
Scott saw a Common Tern with some Forster’s at 
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Little Creek, on Nov. 27, the only November Vir- 
ginia record; and a Roseate Tern at Sandbridge, Va., 
on Aug. 15. There were a number of Caspian and 
Royal Tern records from ocean beaches in New Jer- 
sey and Maryland, with 2 Caspians being seen at 
Tinicum, Sept. 27 (CP). 

Woodpeckers to Ravens.—An enormous flight of 
Yellow-shafted Flickers was reported along the coast 
and at Hawk Mountain in the last half of September. 
One Red-headed Woodpecker was reported, on Sept. 
11 at Douglasville, Pa. (R. E. Cook). A Red- 
bellied Woodpecker appeared at the feeding station 
of Mrs. Henry Hartman at Center Bridge, Bucks 
Co., Pa. on Nov. 7 and remained for a week. A 
Western Kingbird was seen at Tuckerton, N. J., and 
2 at Barnegat Light, N. J., all on Sept. 8 (JB, AEA, 
BGM); and one in Princess Anne County, Va., from 
Nov. 11 to 14 (WER, F. C. Richardson). Irving 
Hampe banded a Saw-whet Owl at Halethorpe, Balti- 
more, Md., Oct. 24; and Reid saw one at Camptown, 
Pa., on Oct. 2. A Barn Swallow on Nov. 27 at Sand- 
bridge is nearly a month later than any previous Vir- 
ginia record. Cliff Swallows seen on Aug. 16 at Sea- 
ford, Va., make a first record for the Yorktown 
peninsula (RJB). Large flights of Blue Jays were 
seen almost daily over Hawk Mountain in late Sep- 
tember and early October. They seem to have been 
unusually common over the whole Region. Three 
Common Ravens were seen over Hawk Mountain on 
Oct. 18, Oct. 25, and Nov. 2 (MB). 

Nuthatches to Shrikes—This was an off year for 
Red-breasted Nuthatches, very few reports coming 
in. A Bewick’s Wren came to a feeder near Owings 
Mills, Baltimore Co., on Nov. 27 and 28 (Elmer 
Worthley, H. Kolb, R. D. Cole). A (Bicknell’s) 
Gray-cheeked Thrush was banded at Norristown, Pa., 
on Sept. 22, and 2 on Oct. 2 (R. J. Middleton). P. A. 
DuMont saw a very late Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at 
Pennyfield, Montgomery Co., Md., on Oct. 3. An 
early Gray Shrike was observed at Long Beach, 
N. J., on Sept. 29 (E. L. Chalif, G. G. Daniels). 

Vireos, Warblers—The vireo and warbler migra- 
tion was exceptionally good in the latter part of the 
season, particularly along the Virginia coast, with 
many unusual and late records. Noteworthy were the 
following: Warbling Vireo singing on Sept. 4 at 
Pottstown, Pa. (J. A. Gillespie); Black and White 
Warbler at Seneca, Md., on Nov. 26 (L. Kilham); 
Lawrence’s Warbler, Aug. 16, in Morris Park, Phila- 
delphia (Jos. Develin), and Sept 7, at New Castle, 
Del. (Geo. Foster); Worm-eating Warbler, Aug. 
10, at Kiptopeke, Va. (BM); Yellow Warbler, Oct. 
21, and Am. Redstart, Nov. 27, at Norfolk, Va. 
(WFR, PS); Tennessee Warbler, Aug. 23, at Sabot, 
Va., and 2 at Hopewell, Va., Oct. 11 (FRS); Yellow- 
breasted Chat, Oct. 10, at Baltimore (Charles Bu- 
chanan). On August 25, with a favorable northwest 
wind 2000, Am. Redstarts were estimated at Cape 
May, N. J. (MB). 

Orioles, Blackbirds, Tanagers—In a remarkable 
Baltimore Oriole migration along the Jersey coast in 
early September 84 were counted at Long Beach 
Island on Sept. 8 (JB). A late immature was found 
at Seneca, Md., on Nov. 27 (PGD, Eddie Hall). Two 


male and 2 female Brewer's Blackbirds, following but 
always separate from a mixed flock of blackbirds, 
were seen at Bombay Hook on Oct. 24 (DC). Four 
Boat-tailed Grackles were seen at Stone Harbor, 
N. J., on Sept. 24 (REC); 100 were counted in 
Northampton County, Va., on the bay side, Sept. 22 
(BM), and 580 at Chincoteague Causeway, Va., 
Nov. 29 (FRS). A Summer Tanager on Oct. 25 at 
Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, is the latest Virginia record 
(WFR). 

Finches and Sparrows—Dr. Perry Bond of New 
Hope, Pa. reported 3 adult Crested Cardinals 
(Paroaria coronata), obviously escaped birds, breed- 
ing on his estate. Identification of these South Ameri- 
can birds was corroborated by Charles H. Rogers, 
who saw 2 young being fed in June. Lester Thomas 
reports the birds were still present, Nov. 1. Late 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were seen at Greenbelt, Md. 
on Nov. 22 (Lewis Oring), and in Charles County, 
Md., Nov. 29 (A. R. Stickley). Blue Grosbeaks were 
reported as fairly common in Delaware around Leip- 
sic, Smyrna, Bombay Hook, and Woodland Beach 
(PFS). Dickcissel records are increasing throughout 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, 5 being seen 
at Long Beach, N. J., Sept. 29 (ELC, GGD). A Lark 
Sparrow was seen at Tuckerton, N. J., on Sept. 14 
(JB), and one at Surf City, N. J., on Aug. 30 (FV). 
A Clay-colored Sparrow was collected at Long Beach, 
N. J., on Sept. 12 (JB). There was a fine White- 
crowned Sparrow migration. JULIAN K. POTTER, 437 
Park Ave., Collingswood 7, N. J., and J. J. MURRAY, 
6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
Prolonged drought marked the fall weather of 1953 
and the period closed without entire relief in some 
areas. There 
was no meas- 
ured rainfall 
at Charlotte, 
' N.C., where 
the normal is 
3 inches during 
October, mak- 
ing it the dry- 
est in 76 years: 
and much of 
the region fared 
4) little better. 
The first kill- 
ing frost in the 
interior and on the coast occurred on near normal 
dates. Reports in general brought fairly normal ob- 
servations. The most notable exception being the 
Savannah, Ga. report of Ivan Tomkins recording 
a Glossy Ibis, a (Long-billed) Dowitcher, a 
(Belted) Piping Plover, a King Eider, and a 
Western Kingbird. At Wilmington, N. C., fertile 
fields for migrating warblers and sparrows were found 
in the patches of sea oats skirting the beaches. 

We regret that we are to receive no further notes 
by Frederick V. Hebard from southeastern Georgia 
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since he is discontinuing his frequent trips to that 
area. His contributions have been most helpful. 
Happily, the neighboring area, St. Mary's, will be 
reported on by Richard Kuerzi who has helped 
us in the past. Termination of service with the armed 
forces removes Lt. Nathaniel R. Whitney, Jr., from 
our Region. His good coverage at Warner Robins, 
Ga., will be missed. Near our northern border, we 
are most fortunate in being able to add the observa- 
tions of Wendell P. Smith, who has taken up residence 
at North Wilkesboro, N. C. For years Mr. Smith has 
contributed to all departments of Audubon Field 
Notes from his former home at Wells River, Vt. 

Loons, Gannets, Herons and Ibises.—The cry of 
the Common Loon, seldom heard as far south as 
Wilmington, N. C., was reported in that area, Nov. 
30, and Dec. 3 (the Broleys, Mrs. W. C. Mebane, 
Mrs. Appleberry, Mrs. W. R. Baker). Also at Wil- 
mington, 7 immature Gannets were watched, Oct. 18, 
through a 30X scope by the Appleberrys, Steve Mes- 
senger, and Clifford Comeau. A Snowy Egret, scarce 
in the Augusta, Ga., section was noted on Sept. 12, 
by J. Fred Denton; and on coastal Georgia, at Savan- 
nah, Ivan Tomkins collected a Glossy Ibis. One or 
more of these ibises, heretofore on the state hypo- 
thetical list, was present from Aug. 14 through Sept. 
18. 

Geese and Ducks.—In the upper Piedmont region, 
at Elkin, N. C., the first Canada Goose of the winter 
came in, Oct. 2 (E. M. Hodel). At Wilmington, 
ducks arrived a bit late. A European Widgeon, seen 
there during the past several winters, returned, and 
some 300 Blue-winged Teal were located, Oct. 19 
(Sam Baker). Inland, at North Wilkesboro, N. C., 
Wendell P. Smith reported a Wood Duck, Oct. 20. 
The single female Lesser Scaup that summered at 
Rocky Mount, N. C., left on Sept. 13 (J. W. E. 
Joyner). Among the sea ducks, a King Eider in 
brown plumage was taken near Savannah, Ga., Nov. 
8 (IT). On the North Carolina coast, at Pamlico 
River, a raft of some 300 Surf Scoters was studied by 
E. M. Lemire, Nov. 17. 

Vultures, Hawks.—At Moravian Falls, Wilkes Co., 
N. C., a Turkey Vulture was seen, Nov. 10 (WPS). 
Hawk migration was particularly poor in our moun- 
tain area. On the coast the Appleberrys reported a 
small flight, Sept. 26, including 2 Pigeon Hawks, 1 
Broad-wing, 1 Red-shouldered, 2 Red-tailed, 12 Spar- 
row Hawks, and a Peregrine Falcon. An adult male 
of the latter species was seen by Richard Kuerzi at 
St. Mary’s, Ga., Oct. 2. 

Rails, Gallinules and Shorebirds.—A Virginia Rail, 
seldom seen during the migration period, was in- 
jured by a mowing machine and captured on Sept. 
24 at Augusta (JFD). At Winston-Salem, N. C., a 
Sora was found at Spencer Lake, Sept. 10 (Mrs. 
M. P. Spencer). A Florida Gallinule was found un- 
injured on a street in Columbia, S. C., Oct. 1, and 
released (Eddie Finley). At Savannah, Ga., Ivan 
Tomkins added the (Belted) Piping Plover to the 
state list. Two of this race were collected from several 
seen between July 18 and Aug. 23. Five Ringed 
Plovers were seen at Johnson Lake in the parched 
Raleigh, N. C., area, Sept. 4 (William Hon); and 
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single birds were seen on Aug. 23 and Sept. 12 at 
Augusta (JFD). A single Wilson’s Plover at Savan- 
nah, Nov. 22, was six weeks late (IT). A concentra- 
tion of about 135 Killdeer was seen at Raleigh, Sept. 
1 (WH). At Holden's Beach, N. C., on the ocean, 
Mrs. Charlotte Hilton Green watched an Am. Golden 
Plover, Oct. 11; a single specimen was taken at 
Savannah, Nov. 8 (IT). Several flocks of Hudsonian 
Curlews were at Wilmington by July 22 (WCM). 
Other shorebirds seeking water at Raleigh included 
10 Solitary Sandpipers, Sept. 1; 22 Pectoral Sand- 
pipers, Sept. 1 to Sept. 4; 17 Western Sandpipers, 
Sept. 1 (all WH). The first Purple Sandpiper of the 
fall for the Savannah area was noted on Nov. 11 
(IT); for Wilmington the date was Oct. 25. Two 
Pectoral Sandpipers were inland at Winston-Salem, 
Sept. 10 (T. W. Simpson). A  (Long-billed) 
Dowitcher was collected at Savannah, Nov. 7, at a 
brackish pool; 2 or more were seen a few days later 
(IT). Five Stilt Sandpipers, the second record for 
the Augusta area, were found in a flooded meadow, 
Sept. 5 and 6 (JFD). Also at Augusta, a Sanderling 
was collected on Sept. 6 (JFD). Four Am. Avocets 
were at Savannah, Nov. 22 (IT). 

Gulls and Terns.—A single Bonaparte’s Gull was 
observed at Savannah, Nov. 13 (IT). Black Terns 
were seen in large numbers at several places: 200 or 
more at Holden's Beach, Aug. 26 (Mrs. A); 65 were 
on a runway at the Municipal Airport, Augusta, 
Sept. 6 (JFD); and a maximum of 500 on Aug. 27, 
fed on engraving beetles at a lumber plant at St. 
Mary’s. These latter arrived on July 12, and by Sept. 
2 only 2 were present (RK). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds —Whip-poor- 
wills called as late as Sept. 3 at Charlotte, N. C. 
Common Nighthawks were plentiful on the coast; 
at Rocky Mount, N. C., one remained as late as Oct. 
7 (JWEJ); 1 was over North Wilkesboro, Oct. 22 
(WPS), where Chimney Swifts also remained until 
Oct. 5. They were later (Oct. 9) at Elkin (EMH). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds left the Clarkson's gar- 
dens at Charlotte, Sept. 22. On that same date a 
straggler was seen at North Wilkesboro (WPS). 
Strangely enough they did not leave Elkin until 
Oct. 4 (EMH). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows,—Sixty-three 
Yellow-shafted Flickers in 3 groups attracted atten- 
tion, Oct. 8, near Wilmington. Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers were at Elkin as early as Sept. 27. Eastern 
Kingbirds seemed abundant over North Carolina, at 
least. There were about 125 of them in several groups, 
Sept. 6, at Wilmington. One of 2 Western King- 
birds was collected on Nov. 29 at Savannah (IT). 
Two immature Barn Swallows were studied closely 
while perched at Wilmington, Oct. 17 (Appleberrys, 
et al.) ; Richard Kuerzi watched a partial albino, Aug. 
26-27 at St. Mary's. He also recorded a Cliff Swallow 
at that location, Aug. 4, and noted that all swallows 
in his area were abundant this fall. At Wilmington, 
the customary gathering of Purple Martins in thou- 
sands near Ortons did not occur; at Elkin, the final 
date was Aug. 8 (EMH). 

Ravens.—Two Common Ravens were seen on Snake 
Mountain, Watauga Co., Sept. 30 (Roy M. Brown). 
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Nuthatches through WVireos.—Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches were at Wilmington, Oct. 15 and Dec. 3. 
At Elkin, a Brown Creeper was seen, Sept. 27 (Lin- 
ville Hendren and EMH). A Winter Wren was sing- 
ing at Wilmington, Oct. 18. October 21st marked the 
end of the Catbird stay at North Wilkesboro, and the 
final date for Elkin was Nov. 14; at Rocky Mount 
a seldom-noted gathering of about 25 Catbirds took 
place during the first week in October (Charlie Ben- 
bow). The first Golden-crowned Kinglets, 5 birds 
on Oct. 19, and the first Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 15 
on Oct. 11, were reported at North Wilkesboro 
(WPS); and Frances M. Covington recorded 2 Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets at Troy, N. C., Oct. 11. Three or 
more Sprague’s Pipits were found, Nov. 8, at Daniel 
Airfield, Augusta, where a small flock spent last win- 
ter (JFD). A Philadelphia Vireo was collected, Oct. 
3, the fourth record for the Atlanta area (Richard A. 
Parks) ; one was observed, Oct. 6, at North Wilkes- 
boro (WPS). A Warbling Vireo, Oct. 2, and 5 
Tennessee Warblers, Sept. 26, were also noted at 
North Wilkesboro by the same observer. Nashville 
Warblers were found at Wilmington, Oct. 19 (Mrs. 
A.. and WRB); at Rome, Ga.. 3 on Oct. 11, and 1, 
Oct. 12-13 (Gordon Hight); and at North Wilkes- 
boro, 4, Oct. 12, and 1, Oct. 17 (WPS). Cape May 
Warblers, unusual in the Atlanta area in fall, were 
seen on several occasions (RAP); they were as late 
as Oct. 17 at North Wilkesboro. August 23rd was 
an early date for the Black-throated Blue Warbler 
at Elkin. Several immature Blackburnian Warblers 
were studied at a feeder at Rocky Mount, Oct. 9-10 
(JWEJ). At Wilmington, about 300 Pine Warblers 
were seen, Sept. 18. Also, some 300 Palm Warblers 
were noted there, Oct. 24 (Cliff Comeau). A male 
Black-capped Warbler on Oct. 16 at Lenoir, N. C., 
seen by Fred May and Mrs. May is noteworthy. 

Orioles, Finches and Sparrows—A male Orchard 
Oriole, Oct. 4, and a Baltimore Oriole, Aug. 18, 
both at Wilmington, should be noted. A small flock 
of Red Crossbills was at North Wilkesboro, Oct. 22 
(WPS). Very late occurrences of the Indigo Bunt- 
ing were reported at Wilmington, Oct. 22 (SM), 
and at North Wilkesboro, Oct. 7 (WPS). Painted 
Buntings, more common than usual during the sum- 
mer, remained in some numbers around Wilmington 
until mid-August; six were found there in a group, 
Dec. 5, near old Airlie Lodge gates (Edwin Toomer). 
Four Purple Finches were at Wilmington, Oct. 17 
(Mrs. A., ef al.); and at Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 17 
(Mrs. E. O. Clarkson). An Ipswich Sparrow was 
reported at Savannah, Nov. 22 (IT); and 3 Savannah 
Sparrows at Augusta, Sept. 12, established a new ar- 
rival record there (JFD); Comeau found them at 
Wilmington by Oct. 3, and they were first seen at 
Elkin, Nov. 1 (EMH). Two Vesper Sparrows at 
Elkin, Aug. 25 (EMH), are worthy of note. Lark 
Sparrows were found again this fall at Wilmington: 
3 birds on Sept. 25, and 1, Oct. 23 (Mrs. A., WRB, 
MCM). White-crowned Sparrows appeared this fall 
in greater numbers than ever before recorded, arriv- 
ing simultaneously on the coast (Wilmington) and 
in the mountains (North Wilkesboro) on Oct. 17. 
On Nov. 4 they were at the County Farm, Winston- 


Salem, where they soon outnumbered the White- 
throats and Song Sparrows (TWS). The Mays re- 
ported 3 White-crowns on Nov. 7, and over 100 on 
Dec. 13 at Lenoir. White-throated Sparrows reached 
North Wilkesboro, Oct. 8, and 6 Fox Sparrows were 
recorded there, Oct. 23 (WPS). The latter species 
was on the coast at Wilmington, Nov. 2 (Comeau) .— 
B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Most of the period can be 
characterized as decidedly cool, particularly in Oc- 
tober, and in the peninsular parts of the Florida Re- 

gion. Above-normal aver- 
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the locality and the month, 
has nevertheless totaled excessive amounts for the 
entire period at all stations reporting. Except for the 
grounding of migrants, it is doubtful whether the 
rainfall had much effect on birdlife. No hurricanes 
entered the Region during the period, but on Sept. 
25 and 26 one passed just west of its southwestern 
and northwestern edges. 

Perhaps correlated with the steadily subnormal 
temperatures was the early arrival of many species of 
winter residents, as well as some transients. In the 
Tallahassee Region, 13 species were recorded on 
earlier dates than ever before, but only 4 established 
new departure dates. In South Florida, Stimson re- 
ported several species on record-breaking early dates, 
but only one later than any previous record. To fa- 
cilitate such comparisons in the future, tables are 
being prepared to show the migration extremes in the 
following parts of the Florida Region: 1, Tallahassee 
Region (Apalachicola to Aucilla Rivers); 2, North- 
ern Peninsula (Aucilla River south through Tampa 
Bay on the west coast and to Malabar on the east; 
the arbitrary line passes just south of Lake Wales 
and Melbourne); 3, South Florida (remainder of the 
peninsula plus the Florida Keys as far out as Mara- 
thon and Boot Key); 4, Lower Keys (remainder of 
the Florida Keys, from Pigeon Key on the east to the 
Dry Tortugas on the west). In order that migration 
extremes for the entire State may be recognized, this 
study also embraces northwestern Florida, lying west 
of the Apalachicola River and therefore outside the 
“Florida Region.” Except in the Tallahassee Region, 
this investigation thus far has necessarily been con- 
fined largely to published records, therefore the co- 
operation of observers, by sending in their migration 
extremes over the years, is earnestly solicited. 

Loons, Pelicans, and Slearwaters—A Common 
Loon at Lake Jackson (near Tallahassee) on Oct. 25 
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(Henry M. Stevenson, et al.) was ahead of schedule, 
but one seen by H. L. Stoddard on Alligator Point, 
Sept. 27, was phenomenally early. About 800 White 
Pelicans on Mullet Key, Oct. 27 (Marvin Wass), 
probably indicated the arrival of individuals from 
the West; 1 on Lake Jackson, Nov. 20 to end of 
period (Jack Fehon & William Reese), proved to be 
the third record for Leon County. Immediately after 
the hurricane struck northwestern Florida, H. P. 
Bennett saw a Sooty Shearwater at Duck Rock, 
Sept. 27. 

Herons and Spoonbills—L. A. Stimson cited a 
number of occurrences in the Miami area which indi- 
cate an irregular wandering of Cattle Egrets in No- 
vember, and Frances Hames established the first record 
for the Florida Keys when 4 were found at Key West, 
Nov. 7 to 17. Mrs. Jack Meritt, at Clewiston, found 
4 Roseate Spoonbills in September and October, and 
a Great White Heron was there at the end of the 
period. Late Green Herons were reported at Talla- 
hassee, Oct. 9 (Theron Alexander, Sr.), and in 
Wakulla County, Oct. 18 (Herbert and Betty Curl), 
but the latter bird may prove to be wintering. A 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron at Live Oak Point 
(Wakulla County), Oct. 18, was the latest record 
for the Tallahassee Region by 2 weeks (HMS & Roy 
Winslow). 

Ducks.—Two Am. Widgeons at Key West, Nov 
19, evidently constituted the second record for the 
Lower Keys (FH), and a Sarasota record of Oct. 14 
(Charles P. Preston), may be the earliest arrival date 
for South Florida. One in odd plumage near St. 
Marks Light, Aug. 18, may have been present all 
summer (HLS & J. Fred Denton). Early Redheads 
were found at this place, Oct. 18 (JF & WR), and 
40 Ring-necked Ducks near Cape Sable, Nov. 8, were 
the earliest for South Florida (LAS, ef al.). Good 
numbers of Blue-winged Teal were reported from 
two localities: Lake Miccosukee (near Tallahassee), 
250 on Sept. 13 (HMS); and in the Paradise Key— 
Cape Sable area, 300 on Sept. 7 (LAS). Five Buffle- 
heads on Alligator Point, Nov. 20, set a new arrival 
record for the Tallahassee Region (HMS). A single 
Ruddy Duck at Alligator Lake (South Florida), Sept. 
13, was so early as to suggest the possibility of its 
having summered, but was capable of protracted flight 
(LAS & William G. Atwater). 

Hawks and Eagles.—Single Sharp-shinned Hawks, 
reported independently on Aug. 18 near St. Marks 
Light (HLS & JFD) and at Shell Point (HMS), set 
a record arrival date for the Tallahassee Region. 
Record-breaking arrival dates for South Florida were: 
22 Swainson’s Hawks near Homestead, Oct. 31; and 
a Marsh Hawk near Lakeport, Aug. 16—apparently 
earliest fall record for the State, as the few summer 
records are in North Florida (LAS). An early Marsh 
Hawk was present at St. Marks Light on Aug. 30 
(HMS & Edgar Evans), and a large flight involving 
possibly over 100 individuals was witnessed on 
Mashes Island, and Alligator Point, Oct. 8 (HLS, 
HMS, et al.). The usual good flight of Peregrine Fal- 
cons and Pigeon Hawks occurred there, and one of 
the latter on Mashes Island, Sept. 11, equaled its 
previous earliest date of -arrival (HLS). Early Spar- 
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row Hawks were found near Miami, Sept. 20 (LAS), 

Rails, Shorebirds, and Skimmers.—Three records 
were obtained in the Tallahassee Region for the rare 
(or secretive) Virginia Rail. Several species of shore- 
birds which are rare or uncommon inland occurred 
in Leon County: Ringed Plover, Lake Jackson, Aug. 
23 and Sept. 26; the Black-bellied Plover (rare there) 
was seen on the latter date and on Oct. 17; Stilt 
Sandpiper, Aug. 23 and Sept. 13; and Upland Sand- 
piper, Lake Jackson, Aug. 23 (HMS). Unusual num- 
bers (20 to 50) of Western Sandpipers were present 
there in August and September. Wilson's Plovers, 
unusual in winter in the Tallahassee Region, were 
present at Wakulla Beach, Nov. 14, and on Alligator 
Point, Nov. 20 (HMS). The Hudsonian Curlew, also 
rare in fall, appeared on Alligator Point, Sept. 15 
(HLS). Three of the rarest of Florida birds on the 
basis of known records, were found during the 
period: several Buff-breasted Sandpipers on St. 
George’s Island, Aug. 25 (HLS & Leon Neel); 
Baird’s Sandpiper, 4 near DeLand on Sept. 24 (R. J. 
Longstreet), and 1 at Lake Jackson, Sept. 26—first 
record for Tallahassee Region (HMS) ; and a Purple 
Sandpiper at Key West, Nov. 19 (FH and Christine 
Bonney), thought to be the first record for the Florida 
Keys. At the same locality, the rare Pectoral Sand- 
piper was encountered from Sept. 6 to 10 (FH), and 
a late individual at Wakulla Beach, Nov. 14 (HMS). 
Black Skimmers are ordinarily found inland only in 
small numbers and on rare occasions, but 75 were 
seen near Lake Okeechobee on Dec. 1 (Mrs. Merritt). 

Doves, Anis, and Cuckoos.—The fall flight of 
Mourning Doves was heavy, as usual, on Alligator 
Point, hundreds being present on Oct. 8 and doubtless 
on other dates. Mrs. Merritt estimated the Clewiston 
population of Smooth-billed Anis at about 35. An 
unusually late Yellow-billed Cuckoo was found in 
northern Leon County, Oct. 25, but a straggler (or 
wintering bird) was recorded at Cutler (south of 
Miami), Nov. 29 (Fred Kopf, e¢ al.). 

Owls, Goatsuckers, and Hummingbirds —A Barn 
Owl, rare for the locality, was flushed from young 
pines on Alligator Point, Oct. 18 (HMS & RW). A 
late Chuck-will’s-widow was found near Tallahassee 
on Sept. 5 (HMS & Jack Champion), whereas Com- 
mon Nighthawks, seen near Crawfordville on Oct. 13, 
equaled their previous departure date for the Talla- 
hassee Region (HLS). A late Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird was present on Alligator Point, Oct. 18 
(HMS, et al.). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—An Eastern Kingbird, 
seen on Alligator Point, Oct. 8 (HMS, et al.), stood 
as the latest fall record for the Tallahassee Region 
until a straggler was found near Tallahassee on Oct. 
31 (HMS). The latter bird soon flew off strongly to 
the southeast. Could it have been the same individual 
seen near Homestead on Nov. 8 (LAS, et al.)? A 
late Crested Flycatcher was calling near Tallahassee 
on Sept. 13 (HMS), and 3 Gray Kingbirds on Mullet 
Key, Nov. 4, were probably the latest fall record for 
the Northern Peninsula. Western Kingbirds appeared 
to be more frequently encountered this year, with 
8 to 10 reports coming from the vicinities of Talla- 
hassee, Sarasota, and South Florida. In the latter 


























region, 1 at Cape Sable pushed the species’ arrival 
date back to Oct. 3 (WGA & LAS). A late Eastern 
Wood Pewee was present at Tallahassee, Nov. 4 
(HMS), but a straggler singing at Newport, Nov. 
21 (HMS & JC), appears to be the latest State record 
except for a few winter records in southern Florida. 
The very rare Olive-sided Flycatcher was collected 
on Alligator Point, Sept. 15 (HLS), and the Vermil- 
ion Flycatcher, regular locally in the Tallahassee 
Region, was found in a new locality near Panacea, 
Oct. 18 (HMS & RW). Bank Swallows, ordinarily 
uncommon in the Tallahassee Region, were found in 
large concentrations twice: about 100 at Lake Jack- 
son, Aug. 23 (HMS), and about 70 on Alligator 
Point, Sept. 4 (HLS). Over 1000 Barn Swallows 
were found along U. S. 27 in South Florida on the 
early date of Aug. 2 (LAS); on Nov. 20 a single 
individual on Alligator Point equaled the previous 
departure date for the Tallahassee Region (HMS). 
The rare Cliff Swallow was recorded only on Alli- 
gator Point, where 1 was seen on Sept. 4, by Stod- 
dard, who also reported a westward flight of about 
150 Purple Martins near Carrabelle the preceding day. 

Wrens and Thrushes—Bewick’s Wrens on Alli- 
gator Point, Oct. 8, arrived earlier than ever before 
in the Tallahassee Region. Although normally rare 
in Florida, three more records were made near Talla- 
hassee during the period (HLS, HMS, Curls). Also 
earlier than any previous record for this part of the 
State were 2 Winter Wrens near the Wakulla River 
on Oct. 18 (Curls); 8 were found on a 2-hour trip 
at Natural Bridge, Nov. 1 (HMS, e¢ al.). Other early 
records were those of a House Wren at Tallahassee, 
Sept. 21 (HMS), and a Short-billed Marsh Wren 
on Alligator Point, Oct. 13 (HLS). Early records 
were obtained for several species of thrushes. The 
Curls had a Hermit Thursh in Wakulla County, Oct. 
18, and Am. Robins near Tallahassee, Oct. 23. A 
Veery appeared on Alligator Point, Sept. 4 (HLS), 
and Olive-backed Thrushes at Miami on Oct. 2 (Eve 
Dickie) and 3 (WGA). A Wood Thrush near Talla- 
hassee on Oct. 23 was late (HMS). 

Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings, and Vireos.—Both 
species of kinglets set new arrival dates for the Talla- 
hassee Region: the Ruby-crown near Panacea on Oct. 
8, and the Golden-crown at Tallahassee, Oct. 23 
(HMS, et al.). A Sprague’s Pipit near St. Marks 
Light, Nov. 10, is the earliest of the few State records 
(HLS), and 90 Water Pipits were at Lake Jackson on 
Oct. 25—an early date for so large a number (HMS, 
et al.). Cedar Waxwings near Tallahassee on Oct. 
31 were the earliest recorded for many years, but 
none have been seen since that date (HMS). An 
early Solitary Vireo was on Alligator Point, Oct. 13 
(HLS). One at Miami, Oct. 27 (ED), was the 
earliest of record in South Florida, whereas the latest 
record for the Black-whiskered Vireo was set at 
Miami on Sept. 20 (LAS). Yellow-throated Vireos 
in Wakulla County, Oct. 18, were later than normal 
(JE & WR). | 

W’arblers.—Several species equaled or exceeded 
their previous arrival dates for the Tallahassee Re- 
gion: Orange-crown, collected on Alligator Point, 
Oct. 8 (HLS) ; Magnolia, Ochlockonee River (Liberty 


Co.), Sept. 19 (HMS & JF); Myrtle, Alligator 
Point, Oct. 13 (HLS); and Blackburnian, near Talla- 
hassee, Sept. 5 (HMS & JC). Other early records for 
their respective regions were: Black and White, 
Miami, July 13 (ED); Prothonotary, near Tampa, 
Aug. 6 (A. J. Dietrich); and Am. Redstart, Miami, 
July 25 (WGA). A Prothonotary on the St. Marks 
River, Oct. 18, appears to be the latest fall record 
for Florida (JF & WR) and another late individual 
was recorded near Miami, where it is rare, Oct. 6 
(LAS). Other late records were made for the Worm- 
eater near Miami, Oct. 25 (LAS, WGA, & Kincaid) ; 
and the Yellow Warbler at Lake Jackson, Oct. 17 
(HMS), and St. Marks Light, Oct. 18 (JF & WR). 
A number of rarities turned up: Swainson’s at Miami, 
Oct. 2 (ED, et al.) ; Golden-wing, 2 seen and 1 col- 
lected in northern Leon County, Sept. 6 (HMS); 
Cape May, first fall record for Tallahassee Region, 1 
collected on Alligator Point, Sept. 27 (HLS); a late 
Chestnut-side, Mullet Key, Oct. 24 (MW); Bay- 
breast, Tallahassee, Oct. 15 to 25 (HMS, e¢ al.), and 
Sarasota, Oct. 25 (CPP); Yellow-breasted Chat, east 
of Goulds, Nov. 8 to 15, “third-known record in 
South Florida” and late enough to suggest wintering 
(LAS, et al.) ; and Canada Warbler, St. Marks Light, 
Oct. 18 (JF & WR), and Key West, Oct. 4, first 
record for Lower Keys (FH). An unusually high count 
of 42 Hooded Warblers was obtained on a long 
canoe trip on the Ochlockonee River, Sept. 19 (HMS 
& JE). 

Bobolinks, Orioles, Blackbirds, and Tanagers.— 
According to Stimson, the Bobolink “migration was 
particularly heavy” in September, with an estimate of 
about 5000 near Miami on the 7th. The Spotted- 
breasted Oriole was found near Homestead, a new 
locality, on Nov. 29 (HPB & Bill Wylie). Four 
Baltimore Orioles on the Bear Lake Road, Sept. 13, 
equaled the previous arrival date for South Florida 
(LAS & WGA). Two Orchard Orioles at Tallahassee 
were late on Aug. 18 (HMS), as was a Summer 
Tanager north of there on Oct. 25 (HMS, et al.). 
The first Brewer’s Blackbird in the Tallahassee 
Region was studied at close range with 10X glasses 
near Newport on Nov. 21 (HMS & JC). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Members of this family 
were notably early in several instances. A Painted 
Bunting at Miami on Aug. 18 is earlier than any 
previous record in South Florida (Mrs. Dorothy 
Dee). Three species established similar records in 
the Tallahassee Region: Slate-colored Junco near 
Tallahassee, Nov. 7 (HMS, e¢ al.) ; White-throated 
Sparrow, Tallahassee, Oct. 13 (HMS); and Song 
Sparrow, Alligator Point, Oct. 8 (HMS, ef al.). 
Another junco appeared on Mullet Key on the very 
early date of Oct. 17 (MW); although it is most 
unusual even that far south, another was found on 
the Bear Lake Road, at the southern tip of Florida, 
on Nov. 30 (HPB & BW). Also early were a Pine 
Siskin near Tallahassee, Nov. 24 (HMS); Vesper 
Sparrows at Lake Jackson, Oct. 25 (HMS, e¢ al.); 
Chipping Sparrow, Miami, Nov. 13 (ED); Field 
Sparrow, 15 in Wakulla County, Oct. 18 (Curls, 
JF & WR); and Swamp Sparrow, Alligator Point, 
Oct. 13 (HLS). The Blue Grosbeak, rare in Wakulla 
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County, was found near Panacea on the late date of 
Oct. 18 (HMS & RW); and an Indigo Bunting at 
Sarasota, where it is uncommon, was late on Nov. 
3 (CPP). Other rarities were a Leconte’s Sparrow, 
collected at Oldfield (near Panacea), Oct. 18 (HMS 
& RW); and Lark Sparrows on Mashes Island and 
Alligator Point, Sept. 15 and 27 (HLS; specimen 
on latter date). —HENrY M. STEVENSON, Dept. of 
Zoology, Florida State University, Tallahassee. Fla. 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—The weather this fall can only be described as 
‘beautiful’, dry and unseasonably mild throughout 
most of this area. 
From Aug. 24 to 
Sept. 4, at Toronto, 
there were nine days 
over 90° and tem- 
peratures went up 
to 100° at Toronto 
(Sept. 2) and 99° 
at Rochester (Sept. 
3). October was the 
second driest on 
record at Buffalo. 
A heavy snowfall, 
Nov. 7-8, left 5 in. 
at Toronto, 15 in. 
J at Buffalo, 24 in. 
in the area south of Buffalo and a heavy blanket at 
Ithaca, but this had all melted within a few days. 
November at Toronto was the third mildest in the 
city’s history, with six consecutive days late in the 
month registering highs of 60° or better. This mild 
weather through November was experienced pretty 
well throughout this area (Lake Nipissing, south- 
western Ontario, etc.). 

Gannets, Herons —An immature Gannet was at 
Scarboro Bluffs, Toronto, between Sept. 26 and Oct. 
30 (R. Wallace, R. Kraftchick), and an observation 
of an adult male Reddish Egret, May 9 and 10, at 
Erie, Pa. by Robert Sundell was a feature of last 
spring hitherto unreported. 

Geese-—A_ spectacular southward migration of 
Canada Geese passed through the Region on Oct. 6. 
Mrs. Louise de Kiriline Lawrence watched 14 flocks 
going over in 214 hours (starting at 10 a.m.) at 
Pimisi Bay; Mrs. Lois Sisman saw 17 flocks (up to 75 
birds per flock) passing over Brown's Brae, Lake of 
Bays; Ott Devitt noted 2600 in 34 flocks over Maple 
(2300 in one hour, 2 to 3 p.m.); and at Toronto, 
Hugh and Mae Halliday counted 17 flocks between 
9 am. and 5 p.m. (about 80 birds per flock). One 
well-known Toronto sportsman stated that he saw 
more geese that day than he had ever before seen on 
a single day. At Pimisi Bay, in the morning, there 
was a stiff NE wind blowing. The most widespread 
flight of Am. Brant within the recollection of the 
compiler in this Region in fall, occurred during the 
last week of October and the first week of November. 
Two were seen at Crystal Beach, Ont. (Lake Erie) 
Sept. 19 to Oct. 4 (B. Nathan, H. Axtell, e¢ al.) 
but the big movement was first detected on Oct. 25 
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at Rochester when H. Van Beurden and Walt Listman 
noticed 258 flying east close to the Lake Ontario shore 
in flocks against a NE wind. On the 29th Eipper saw 
a flock of 150 on the south end of Cayuga Lake, and 
on the 31st H. G. Lumsden saw two large flocks 
flying south over Ompah in the county of Frontenac, 
Ont. On the 1st of November, at Hamlin Beach State 
Park, N. Y. (Lake Ontario, west of Rochester), the 
Axtells and Fred Vanderbles watched 20 flocks fly- 
ing east just off shore in the space of an hour, total- 
ing 1450 brant. Stragglers lingered at Rice Lake, Ont. 
(2 at Bewdley, Nov. 6, Fred L. Davey); southern 
Lake Huron (one dead at Ipperwash Beach, Nov. 27, 
Harriet Woolfenden) and Hamilton (one at Dundas 
Marsh until Nov. 28, H. E. Kettle, et al.). 

Ducks.—Wood Ducks continue to show encourag- 
ing increases in this area. They had a good season at 
Binghamton (Sally Hoyt), at Grand Island in the 
Niagara River (Clark Beardslee) and in Prince Ed- 
ward County, on the north shore of Lake Ontario. 
At the last place mentioned, Herb Lunn considered 
them to be the most common ducks at Huycke’s Bay 
on the opening day of the duck-hunting season, Oct. 
3. Further word on the breeding of Redheads on 
Lake St. Clair came from the Miles Pirnies, who saw 
three broods at Johnstone Channel (on the Canadian 
side of the Flats), July 31. Harlequin Ducks on the 
Niagara River again created a stir among Buffalo 
ornithologists. The Salisburys saw one in the Gorge, 
Nov. 18, and four days later 2 were seen at the 
mouth of the river, at Youngstown, N. Y., by Heather 
Thorpe, Jim Braunberns and Nathan. A_ female- 
plumaged Common Eider was present on Kempen- 
feldt Bay, Barrie, Lake Simcoe, from Nov. 14 through 
the rest of the month (Hugh Currie). Efforts to 
collect it were unsuccessful but its conspicuously 
sloping forehead and light superciliary line seemed 
to indicate this species. The only previous record for 
the lower half of this Region was an immature male 
collected at the south end of Navy Island, Niagara 
River, Nov. 21, 1936, by W. G. Anderson. It is in 
the National Museum of Canada and represents the 
Hudson Bay race, sedentaria. King Eiders were re- 
ported from Rochester (3 flying east among a flock 
of 75 White-winged Scoters, Oct. 25, Van Beurden 
and Listman), and Youngstown (2, Nov. 15, Thorpe 
and Nathan). The Pirnies reported at least one brood 
of Ruddy Ducks, July 31, at Johnstone Channel, Lake 
St. Clair. 

Vultures—During the past few years there have 
been four or five reports of Black Vultures, for the 
first time, in southern Ontario. The first was in 1947 
(a specimen). This season, one was identified on Oct. 
15 flying southwest over St. Thomas by Marsh Field. 
Turkey Vultures nest in this Region north to the 
Bruce peninsula. A nest in a cave there (found in 
June by Bill Wheeley and Alan Cobden at Hope 
Bay) contained two young, which they photographed 
in July. 

Grouse.—Dr. Albert Allin, and son David, saw a 
female Sharp-tailed Grouse with young at Kenora, 
Ont. 

Plover—An_ interesting departure from normal 
nesting-site was the Killdeer with three young on 
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the roof of an office building in downtown Buffalo, 
seen June 22 (rep. Harold Mitchell). The presence of 
1000 Am. Golden Plover in Neebing township, near 
Fort William, Oct. 10, was reported by the Allins. 
Man-made lakes with muddy shores (created by 
dams) and airports seem to be creating additional 
migration-time habitat for this species in southern 
Ontario. They are occurring in flocks of 100-200 at 
Malton airport, near Toronto, annually now each fall: 
and at Fanshawe Dam Lake, Middlesex Co., Ont., 
Don Sutton saw 127 this season on Sept. 27. 

Sand pipers.—Three reports of the Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper (Erie, Hamilton and Rochester) were all 
on Sept. 12 (Sundells, George North and Van Beur- 
den, respectively). The Rochester bird (at Shore 
Acres) was seen again on the 13th and two were 
seen on the 13th at Hamilton. Two Hudsonian God- 
wits were reported—one on Sept. 19 and 20 at 
Shore Acres (R. O'Hara, A. Kemnitzer, e¢ al.) and 
one at Hamilton’s Dundas Marsh, Sept. 19 to 24 
(D. K. Powell, Les Gray and Ian Halladay). 

Avocets.—Ed Seeber, et al., watched an Am. Avocet 
in fall plumage at Montezuma National Wildlife 
Refuge between Syracuse and Rochester on Sept. 20. 

Gulls.—The only Niagara district record of the 
Black-headed Gull was an immature identified on 
Grand Island, Dec. 26, 1949, by Seeber. This season 
another was seen there (an adult), Nov. 29 and 30, 
by Philip S. Greene, Dr. Fred T. Hall and Miss 
Thorpe. There was a Toronto observation in 1951. 
Two Sabine’s Gulls were seen: one at Charlotte 
(Rochester), Sept. 17 to 22 (Van Beurden, R. G. 
McKinney, R. J. Dolan); the second an immature 
on Squaw and Bird Islands (Buffalo), Sept. 20 and 
22 (Art Schaffner, Nathan, Axtell). 

Terns.—Forster's Terns are either occurring with 
more regularity in the Buffalo and Rochester areas 
or the observers are becoming more adept at recog 
nizing them. This season there were 5 reports at 
Braddock’s Bay (Rochester) between Aug. 21 and 
Sept. 19 (rep. James H. Barlow), while at Buffalo 
they were present from Sept. 12 to Oct. 18, with as 
many as 15 one day (Sept. 13, Schaffner, Nathan and 
group). Some of those reported by the Buffalo 
ornithologists were in the Ontario part of their area 
(Fort Erie, Erie Beach). The first Arctic Terns for 
many years around Buffalo were 3 at Bird Island pier, 
Sept. 13 (Nathan, Schaffner, ef al.). Black Terns 
at Buffalo reached their maximum numbers, Sept. 19 
(5000, Nathan, ef al.). A very heavy flight of Snowy 
Owls was indicated, with first observations at To- 
ronto and Buffalo, Nov. 8; St. Thomas, Nov. 13; 
Ingersoll, Nov. 15; Fort William, Nov. 26, and 
Hamilton, Nov. 29. Toronto has become established 
as the greatest known gathering-place for Saw-whet 
Owls. Between Oct. 5 and Nov. 18, this season, Gord 
Lambert and Frank Smith banded 145; Lambert alone 
catching 32 on Oct. 12, which may be taken as the 
peak date. 

W’oodpeckers.—A widespread southward movement 
of Arctic Woodpeckers occurred, the first birds reach- 
ing Hamilton, Oct. 1; Niagara Co., N. Y., Oct. 3; 
Ipperwash, Oct. 4; and Toronto, Oct. 5. Included 
were the first for London since 1946 (Jim Leach) 





and the first for Buffalo “in years” (Axtell). 

Swallows, Magpies, Wrens.—A late Tree Swallow 
was reported at Hamilton, Nov. 1 (D. K. Powell). 
An Am. Magpie, becoming more frequent of late 
years in the western part of Ontario, was received at 
R.O.M.Z.P. from Shenston Township, Rainy River 
District, where it was killed about Nov. 1 (sent in 
by Ontario Dept. of Lands and Forests, Fort Frances). 
A nest of the Carolina Wren (with remains of 4 
eggs) was found at Rondeau Provincial Park (Lake 
Erie), July 4, by Dr. Walter Nickell. There were 
two Toronto reports (Oct. 18, 24) of this species 
and two from Port Hope (Sept. 18, Nov. 7). 

Shrikes.—Following the Arctic Woodpecker in- 
vasion by about a week came great numbers of Gray 
Shrikes. They first appeared at the Lakehead, Oct. 4, 
Haliburton Co. and Hamilton, Oct. 10; Toronto, 
Oct. 17; Niagara peninsula, Oct. 18; Dunnville, Oct. 
20; London, Oct. 26; Prince Edward County, Oct. 
29; Ithaca and Rochester, Nov. 1; and St. Thomas, 
Nov. 7. It was the “first major irruption in many 
years” (Axtell). 

Warblers. —First breeding of the Blue-winged War- 
bler in the Rochester area was reported by Barlow 
(two adults feeding at least one young at Riga 
Swamp, south of Rochester, June 21, Genesee Orni- 
thological Society). Late Yellow-breasted Chats for 
Toronto were Oct. 11 to 13 (Duncan McCowan) 
and Oct. 25 (Dr. Jack Satterly). A fall Hooded 
Warbler was seen by Axtell on Sept. 15 at Erie 
Beach, Lake Erie, Ont. ; 

Blackbirds —A further report of Brewer's Black- 
birds in the Sault Ste. Marie region came from Dr. 
J. M. Speirs (male at Echo Bay, Ont., Sept. 19).— 
James L. Baituiz, Royal Ont. Museum of Zoology 
and Palaeontology, 100 Queen’s Park, Toronto. 


APPALACHIAN REGION .—The influence of 
weather on birds in the Appalachian Region was 
never better demonstrated than during autumn 
of 1953. Abnormal drought and 
warmth prevailed during late sum- 
mer and throughout the fall until 

whici late November. Many birds were 
a re oe mae late in migrating, with some indi- 
Fe ate viduals lingering long beyond their 
pore usual departure dates. Hawk flights 
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early November were so smoky as to close down air- 
fields in the Region. No doubt, bird migration was 
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Concerted “hawk watching’ along Appalachian 
ridges during the past several seasons is yielding in- 
teresting ornithological by-products. There is cer- 
tainly a much heavier diurnal migration of warblers 
and other passerine birds than we had known about. 
On Sept. 19, at Backbone Mountain, Tucker Co., 
W. Va., the writer's party counted more than three 
hundred migrating warblers in three hours’ time. 
Most that we could identify were Black-throated 
Green, Black-throated Blue, Magnolia, and Chestnut- 
sided. As usual on the crests, northern warblers which 
do not breed in West Virginia were scarce or absent. 
During the same period we counted 35 Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks. At Carvers Gap, Tenn. (el. 5000 ft.) 
L. R. Herndon and R. D. May counted 111 Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks on Sept. 27. 

An interesting example of bird movement-weather 
correlation is supplied by Dr. W. C. Baker, of Salem, 
Ohio. From his studies in northeastern Ohio and on 
Hudson and James Bays, he has predicted that Blue 
and Snow Geese may be expected in Ohio four days 
after the temperature reaches zero at Moosonee, On- 
tario. This year zero at Moosonee was reached for 
the first time on Nov. 1, and on Nov. 4 the first 
flight of Blues and Snows was observed in the 
Youngstown, i0, area. 

The West Virginia Conservation Commission has 
set about creating a breeding and resting area for 
waterfowl, and water and shorebirds near Point 
Pleasant, Mason Co., W. Va. A number of shallow 
ponds have been constructed, and suitable food and 
shelter plantings are being made. During the past 
summer over 150 Wood Ducks were reared on the 
area. On Nov. 8, 1953, C. O. Handley and other 
observers listed 13 species of waterfowl and water 
birds there, including 7 Black-crowned Night Herons, 
unusual in such numbers anywhere in West Virginia. 
Only a short time ago this area was low-grade farm 
land. 

Loons through Herons—Common Loons were late 
in arriving, and no large flocks, such as sometimes 
alight on Appalachian lakes, were noted. Horned 
Grebes arrived very early, having been noted by H. K. 
Land and Ralph Edeburn in Mason Co., W. Va., on 
Sept. 6. On Nov. 30 a big flight occurred in north- 
eastern Ohio (Vincent McLaughlin). At Cheat Lake, 
near Morgantown, the population built up through 
early December. Pied-billed Grebes appeared early 
(Sept. 6 in Mason Co., W. Va.); appeared in flocks 
about Oct. 25 near Morgantown (George Hall); and 
were still present in mid-December. McLaughlin calls 
attention to the increasing tendency of this species to 
appear in sizable flocks in northeastern Ohio, a trend 
that has also been evident in West Virginia. The year 
continued a poor one for ‘white’ herons in the Ap- 
palachian Region. Even around the Ohio lakes there 
were few American Egrets, and no Snowies. Imma- 
ture Little Blues, once fairly regular in early autumn 
along West Virginia rivers, have been scarce or ab- 
sent during recent years. With the weather warm 
and the lakes open, Great Blues were staying north- 
ward into early winter. A very late Green Heron 
(Nov. 18) was reported by G. S. Boatwright on 
Watauga Lake, Tenn 


18 


Swans, Geese, Ducks.—The bulk of the Whistling 
Swan flight skipped northern Ohio, where only a few 
were seen, and northern West Virginia, where none 
were reported. Large flocks passed over State College, 
Pa., on Nov. 26-28 (Ward M. Sharp). Most observers 
found Canada Geese late and relatively scarce, al- 
though Calvin Price reported more along the Green- 
brier River, Pocahontas Co., W. Va., than in many 
years. J. J. Murray reported six Lesser Snow Geese at 
Lexington, Va., on the very early date of Sept. 23. 
Two died, apparently from natural causes, but the 
remaining four were still present on Nov. 27. From 
one of the dead birds a recovered band showed that 
it was banded on Southampton Island on July 31 by 
F. Graham Cooch. Blue Geese were noted by Land 
on Oct. 30 in Boyd Co., Ky., and on Nov. 11 in 
Mason Co., W. Va. On Nov. 17 an Egyptian Goose, 
able to fly and possibly feral, appeared on the grounds 
of the Preston Laboratories at Butler, Pa. (F. W. 
Preston). Drought which reduced water levels in 
many lakes favored dabbling ducks, but reduced num- 
bers of diving ducks. As the lakes filled up after De- 
cember rains, more ducks of both groups appeared. 
It is apparent that December will be more favorable 
for them than November. Gadwalls were more com- 
mon than usual in West Virginia. Six Green-winged 
Teal near Elizabethton, Tenn. on Nov. 26 were un- 
usual (LRH). European Widgeons were reported 
by K. C. Parkes at Pymatuning Lake, Pa., on Oct. 28, 
and by R. A. Booth near Damascus, Ohio, on Noy. 
10. Shovellers were notably scarce, although Edwin 
Willis noted one at Blacksburg, Va. from Sept 27 to 
Oct. 17. 

Hawks.—Observers in usual numbers were out 
along the Appalachian ridges from mid-September on, 
but many of them had poor luck. Most “hawk watch- 
ers’ can man their stations only on week-ends, and 
apparently the big flights came on other days. The 
writer and his party, at Backbone Mountain, Tucker 
Co., W. Va., counted 385 hawks (most of them 
Broad-wings) on Sept. 19, but on Sept. 26 at the 
same station saw only two hawks. Both days were 
“bluebird” weather. Some observers fortunate enough 
to be out on other days witnessed good flights. The 
best regional count was made by J. W. Richards on 
Sept. 18, near Emmitsburg, Md. He saw 2500 hawks, 
nearly all of them Broad-wings. 

An adult Golden Eagle in Randolph Co., W. Va., 
was obliging enough to fly for a considerable distance 
just above a highway on which R. W. Bailey and 
Gail Swecker were driving. They determined its flight 
speed as about 40 miles per hour. Parkes noted a 
Duck Hawk at Pymatuning Lake on Oct. 28, and 
Willis, Land, and Pigeon Hawks in 
migration. 

Grouse through Rails—The predicted decline in 
the Ruffed Grouse population has not yet appeared 
After a careful survey of Black Mountain, Pocahontas 
Co., W. Va., Bailey estimates a resident population 
of 100 Wild Turkeys. At Lexington, Va., Robert 
Paxton saw Virginia and Sora Rails on Nov. 17, the 
first rare locally, and both very late. There was a 
phenomenally heavy flight (for this Region) of Soras 
through western Maryland and northern West Vir- 
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ginia, in late September and early October. The 
writer's party counted 40 individuals on Sept. 26. A 
Sora in Jefferson Co., Ohio, on Sept. 14 was the first 
county record (C. S. Banks). One on Aug. 6 near 
Elizabethton, Tenn., was very early. 

Shorebirds —Low water created many favorable 
habitats for shorebirds and the flight through the 
Maryland and West Virginia mts. was the best in 
years. Another remarkable feature was the lateness 
of the flight, many species which normally depart in 
September lingering into November or even Decem- 
ber. In northeastern Ohio good numbers of Least 
and Red-backed Sandpipers, Greater Yellow-legs, Kill- 
deers and Black-bellied Plovers were still present on 
Dec. 13. Wilson’s Snipe and Pectoral Sandpipers 
stayed until Nov. 27 (McLaughlin). At State College, 
Pa., Dorothy Bordner and others saw 9 Golden 
Plovers Oct. 3-6; a White-rumped Sandpiper on 
Oct. 28; a Sanderling (first local record) on Oct. 6 
(fide Merrill Wood). A Piping Plover at Pymatuning 
Lake, Pa., on Oct. 4-10 is the first local record (Robert 
Sundell and others). Two Baird’s Sandpipers were 
noted by Land in Mason Co., W. Va., on Sept. 26 
and Oct. 3. Red-backed Sandpipers (first local record) 
were seen by Herndon and J. C. Browning at 
Watauga Lake, Tenn., on Nov. 8. Booth reports a 
Red Phalarope at Mosquito Lake, Ohio, on Sept. 27. 

Owls through Wood peckers.—The only Snowy Owl 
report comes from northern Ohio, where one was 
seen Dec. 2 (Clarke fide McLaughlin). A Saw-whet 
Ow! was found within the city limits of Huntington, 
W. Va., on Nov. 2 by Ned Heinish and others. The 
fall Nighthawk flight through the mountains was an 
unusually heavy one. Red-headed Woodpeckers, which 
disappeared from many sections after the death of 
the American Chestnut, are now becoming more com- 
mon and widespread. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, on 
the other hand, seem to be rarer as breeding birds 
each year. 

Perching Birds.—Both Long and Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens, rare locally, were seen near Knoxville, Tenn.. 
on Sept. 27 (J. C. Howell). The same observer re- 
ports 8 Gray-cheeked Thrushes near Knoxville on 
Oct. 4. A Pipit at Huntington, W. Va., on Oct. 4 
was early (Edeburn). Five Migrant Shrikes, unusual 
in mountainous western West Virginia, were seen 
on Oct. 2 near Huttonsville by C. P. Scheid. 

Orange-crowned Warblers, unusual in this Region, 
were reported by Land in Cabell Co., W. Va. on 
Sept. 27, Oct. 3, and Oct. 4; by Howell at Knox- 
ville, Tenn., on Oct. 18; by Willis at Lexington, Va., 
on Oct. 11, and by Booth at Damascus, Ohio, on 
Nov. 1. There was a heavy flight of Myrtle Warblers 
through the mountains on Sept. 26, and for several 
days following. A Connecticut Warbler, the first 
record from the neighborhood, was seen during early 
September near Highlands, N. Car., at an elevation of 
about 4000 ft. (Tolliver Crunkleton). At Wheeling, 
W. Va., George Breiding reports a male Hooded 
Warbler on Nov. 18. An unusual number of Black- 
capped Warblers were reported. 

H. E. Johnson calls a flight of Purple Finches near 
Bradford, Pa., on Oct. 25 “the heaviest I have ever 
seen.’ No Evening Grosbeaks have been noted in the 


Region. A Sharp-tailed Sparrow, for which we have 
but one previous West Virginia record, was seen by 
Fred Brooks, Bill Berthy, Charles Thomas, and the 
writer at Silver Lake, Preston Co., W. Va., on Sept. 
26. Larry Schwab reports one near Kingwood, W. Va., 
during the following week. Howell records a Bach- 
man’s Pine-woods Sparrow near Knoxville on Sept. 
27. There was a heavy flight of White-crowned Spar- 
rows through the mountains of western Maryland and 
northern West Virginia. There were many more than 
the usual reports of Lincoln’s Sparrows. Conrad 
Roth tells of a tremendous migration of Swamp Spar- 
rows through the Portsmouth, Ohio, section during 
the first ten days of October. Snow Buntings in un- 
usual numbers reached northern Ohio on Nov. 1, and 
State College, Pa. on Nov. 8.—MAuvRICE BROOKS, 
West Virginia University, Morgantown, W.Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The 
weather during the fall season was unusually warm 
and generally dry, making it a beautiful fall; but the 
lack of precipi- 





_ re rh 


és 0 tation is a det- 
‘igen simental factor. 

pita Ewnsemere | = The water level 

Lutte Falls / See ike ocd in Lake Michi- 
yt Y “l gan reached its 
Wine Fe WIS orth Bay | peak level for 
Oe eo \MicH seventy years in 
ee ee tak 1952 and has 
OWA STILL a been receding 











since. The wa- 
ter in the inland lakes near Battle Creek, Mich. was 
the lowest since the early thirties. Near Kalamazoo, 
Mich., “small ponds, potholes and creeks were com- 
pletely dry and many were reclaimed for agriculture.” 
In Wisconsin temperatures for October were well 
above normal and drought conditions were becoming 
quite serious. In Minnesota (Minneapolis Weather 
Bureau) September and October were extremely dry 
but rainfall the latter part of November broke a long 
dry spell. Many weather records were broken. Eighty 
per cent of possible sunshine broke October's pre- 
vious record. All-time records for high temperatures 
were broken on Oct. 2, 19, and 20, and Nov. 15 and 
17; and there were several other days when the 
records were equaled. 

Herons.—Am. Egrets were recorded in the Detroit, 
Mich. area throughout the summer. The maximum 
number seen was 20 and the latest observation re- 
ported was Nov. 4 in Wayne County (Woolfenden). 
Four Am. Egrets were seen as late as Oct. 10 at 
Zilwaukee, Saginaw Co., Mich. (Eugene Kenaga). 
In Wisconsin Am. Egrets were observed in Dodge 
County, Sept. 13 (Harold Liebherr); Dane County, 
Oct. 9 (John Wilde) and again in Dodge County, 
Oct. 18 (Mrs. H. W. Degner); several were seen at 
Petenwell Dam, Juneau Co., as late as Nov. 2 
(Marilu Madura). 

Swans.—Whistling Swans first appeared at Seney 
National Wildlife Refuge, Germfask, Schoolcraft Co., 
Mich. on Nov. 20. Ordinarily only a few swans come 
through the area but this year there were probably 
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two or three hundred (C. J. Henry). At Mud Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge, Holt, Marshall Co., Minn. 
about 250 to 300 Whistling Swans moved into the 
area the first week of November and most of them 
remained until Nov. 22 (J. C. Carlsen). 

Geese —At Ewen, Ontanogan Co., Mich., Canada 
Geese were seen during the first and last weeks of 
October, but the majority were seen on Oct. 5 
(Arthur L. Peters). At Seney Refuge, Germfask, 
Mich., the first Canada Geese that were definitely mi- 
grants were seen on Oct. 5. The goose population 
reached a peak of 7000 at the refuge on Oct. 14. On 
this same date a flock of 80 Richardson’s Canada 
Geese was observed. One individual stayed for 3 
weeks and became tame enough to accept grain within 
a few feet (Henry). At Mud Lake Refuge, Holt, 
Minn., “the Snow-Blue Goose migration was the 
best . . . since 1949." An estimated 4000 birds used 
the refuge waters, and many more passed over (Carl- 
sen). There was a tremendous wave of Blue and 
Snow Geese over Seney Refuge, Mich., on Oct. 27 
(Henry). Canada, Blue and Snow Geese, probably 
concentrated by a snowfall on Nov. 24, were seen in 
greater numbers than in previous years at Leidy Lake 
Sanctuary, St. Joseph Co., Mich. (Mrs. Gladys Hall). 

Ducks.—Reports on the duck migration varied. At 
Mud Lake Refuge, Holt, Minn., “without exception 
all species of ducks were down in numbers this year 
during the fall migration. The Mallards were the 
most abundant migrants. All waterfowl including 
Mallards were at their peak of migration during the 
week of Oct. 18 to 24’’ (Carlsen). At Seney Refuge 
there was a good flight of waterfowl. A flock of 35 
Redheads, ordinarily rare, remained for several weeks 
during late October and early November. Wood 
Ducks appeared to be down in numbers (Uenry). 
Good waterfowl migrations were noted over Lake 
Michigan in Kenosha Co., Oct. 25 (Mrs. Howard 
Higgins) and Milwaukee Co., Nov. 11 (Mrs. F. L. 
Larkin). Of unusual interest were 2 King Eiders seen 
on Lake Michigan, Ozaukee Co., Wis., on Sept. 21 
(Sam Robbins, ef al.) and again on Sept. 30 (Mary 
Donald) and 2 in the Milwaukee area, Nov. 5 (S. 
Paul Jones, ef a/.) An aerial waterfowl census taken 
by the Michigan Department of Conservation on Nov. 
4 and 5 showed a sharp decrease in numbers of 
waterfowl in the Detroit, Mich. area. In the St. Clair 
River flats only three-fifths as many ducks were 
counted this year as last (Mrs. Niel T. Kelley). ; 

Hawks.—Fewer hawks were reported this year dur- 
ing the nationwide hawk migration survey. At Duluth, 
St. Louis Co., Minn., the total for the middle two 
weekends of September was 7220 as against over 
13,000 last year (P. B. Hofslund, J. K. Bronoel, 
O. A. Finseth, Lloyd Hackl). At Cedar Grove, 
Sheboygan Co, Wis., a total of 3686 were seen dur- 
ing September and October, as against over 15,000 
during September last year (Daniel D. Berger). The 
majority (68%) of hawks seen at the Duluth station 
those two September weekends were Broad-wings. 
No Eagles of either species were seen during the 
count (Hofslund, e¢ al.). At Cedar Grove the ma- 
jority (1908 total) were also Broad-wings (Berger). 
The peak day for Broad-wings at Duluth was Sept. 
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20 when 2068 were counted and at Cedar Grove it 
was Sept. 21 when 801 were seen. It is of interest to 
note here that at Ewen, Ontanogan Co., Mich., on 
the shore of Lake Superior east of Duluth, Minn., 
“there are no sizeable concentrations of migrating 
hawks” (Peters). In the Detroit, Mich., area a total 
of 1095 hawks was counted by 20 people under the 
direction of R. D. Merriam from Sept. 12 through 
Nov. 1, again less than in previous years. The counts 
on the Canadian side would have brought this total to 
about 10,000. Evidently a very narrow ‘‘flyway” 
exists across the St. Clair River from Corunna, On- 
tario, to the city limits of Detroit (Bertha Dauben- 
diek and Kelley). 

Cranes and Rails —About 335 Sandhill Cranes were 
counted between Aug. 14 and Nov. 15 in 6 southern 
Michigan counties. These counties were Barry, Clin- 
ton, Calhoun, Jackson, Livingston and Washtenaw 
(L. H. Walkinshaw). Two Virginia Rails were noted 
at Whitehall, Muskegan Co., on Oct 3 and one at 
Baker Sanctuary, Calhoun Co., on Oct. 11 (Walkin- 
shaw). At Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich., the last 
Virginia Rail was seen on Oct. 1 and no Soras were 
seen after July 18 (Dale Zimmerman). 

Shorebirds.—In Lapeer County, Michigan, the high 
water levels of summer continued into fall so the few 
local mud flats were completely submerged and, con- 
sequently, this year was one of the poorest shorebird 
years (Zimmerman). In the Detroit, Mich. area the 
first migrant shorebirds appeared on July 12, which 
is normal for that area. Three Baird's Sandpipers were 
seen on Sept 7 (Daubendiek) and two on Oct. 4 
(O'Reilly) at St. Clair Beach, Macomb Co., Mich. 
A Ruddy Turnstone was observed near Au Train, 
Alger Co., Mich., on Sept. 17 (Kenaga). The Ruddy 
Turnstone is a regular visitor along the Lake Michi- 
gan shore near Milwaukee and was last seen there, 
Oct. 21 (Mrs. A. P. Balsom). Baird's Sandpiper was 
reported several times from Wisconsin: Aug. 18 in 
Waukesha County (Tom Soulen), Sept. 4 in Kenosha 
County (Mrs. Howard Higgins), and in Dane County, 
Sept. 5, 6, and 8 (Mrs. R. A. Walker). Nineteen Am. 
Golden Plover and a few Black-bellied Plover were 
seen on Minnesota Point at Duluth, Minn., on Sept. 
19 and 20 (Mrs. Mary Lupient) and were frequently 
seen there during the month of September (P. B. 
Hofslund). About 100 Am. Golden Plover and 3 
Black-bellied Plover were seen at Grand Marais on 
Sept. 28 (Lupient). A Willet (Western) was seen 
on Sept. 20, at Whitehall, Muskegan Co., Mich. 
(Peter Hovingh, Jr. and Jim Ponshair). 

Mourning Doves.—A late nesting record for this 
species was furnished by an egg. apparently hatched 
on Sept. 11, when half an egg shell, still moist in- 
side, was found on the ground; and a young bird 
barely able to fly was seen on Oct. 1, at Imlay Cen- 
ter, Lapeer Co., Mich. (D. A. and L. M. Zimmer- 
man). At Dowagiac, Cass Co., Mich., a young Mourn- 
ing Dove left a late nest on Sept. 19 (Isaac R. 
Hunter). Mourning Doves were seen as late as Nov. 
29 in the Kalamazoo, Mich. area (Hall). 

Owls—A few Snowy Owls have already been re- 
ported from Minnesota only. They were first seen at 
Mud Lake Refuge, Holt, Minn., on Nov. 9 (Carlsen). 
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Another was seen near Two Harbors, St. Louis Co., 
on Nov. 1 (W. Feeney) and one near Orr, St. Louis 
Co., on Nov. 14 (Dana Struthers). A Saw-whet Owl, 
the second record for Lapeer Co., Mich., was seen 
on Nov. 1 in the same place as one was seen, Feb. 
19 to 22, 1953 (L. M. Zimmerman). 

Woodpeckers —An Arctic Woodpecker was ob- 
served on Grosse Isle on Sept. 17 and is the first 
record of this species during the eight years that 
records have been kept by the Bird Survey Committee 
of the Detroit, Mich , Audubon Society (Stanton). 

Perching Birds.—Reports received by the Bird Sur- 
vey Committee furnished the first evidence of heavy 
Blue Jay migrations in the Detroit area, although 
well known for the adjacent Canadian area. Flocks 
were observed as they flew west across the Detroit 
River from Essex County, Ontario into Michigan. 
At Grosse Isle flocks of 90, 100, 250, and 375 were 
seen between Sept. 24 and 30 (Stanton); and at a 
nearby station, Merriam counted 1200 crossing the 
river in 114 hours on Sept. 27. Tufted Titmice were 
seen on Nov. 9 at St. Cloud, Stearns Co., Minn. (Mrs. 
Max Partsch) and banded on Nov. 18 (Harry Goehr- 
ing). This is the northernmost extension of this 
species in the state. There were no pronounced waves 
of warblers but most observers recorded a larger 
total this year than last. At Milwaukee, Wis., the 
peak of Myrtle and Orange-crowned Warblers was 
Sept. 26; Palm Warblers, Oct. 1; and Nashville 
Warblers, Oct. 2 (Mrs. F. L. Larkin). A Yellow- 
breasted Chat seen on Oct. 4 was Zimmerman’s first 
record for Lapeer Co., Mich. A Blue-winged Warbler 
was reported from Allendale, Ottawa Co., Mich., 
on Sept. 6 (Hovingh and Ponshair). Two Evening 
Grosbeaks were seen at Midland, Midland Co., Mich., 
on Oct. 29 (Kenaga). Pine Siskins and redpolls were 
reported from as far south as Detroit, Mich., from 
Oct. 30 to Nov. 11 (Stanton). In Minnesota, Purple 
Finches were recorded as far south as Northfield, 
Rice Co., on Oct. 18 (Orwin A. Rustad). Pine Sis- 
kins were seen at Dowagiac, Cass Co., Mich., on Nov. 
23 (Hunter). There were 4 young Am. Goldfinches 
in a nest in Muskegan Co., Mich., as late as Sept. 
13 (Walkinshaw). Good numbers of White-throated, 
Fox, Field and Song Sparrows remained later than 
usual. The mild fall weather has caused both ex- 
pected and unexpected records. Southward records 
of northern birds (Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker) ; 
northward extensions of more southerly species 
(Tufted Titmouse) and an early influx of northern 
birds such as redpolls, siskins and Purple Finches. 
The late nestings are more easily understood. 

Erratum.—Line 8, p. 275, Audubon Field Notes, 
Vol. 7, No. 4, reading “Three Kirtland’s Warblers 
were recorded at Osceola, Mich.’ should read 
“Oscoda Co., Mich.".—Harvey L. GUNDERSON, 
Minnesota Museum of Natural History, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE.—For the second 
straight year fall migration in the Middle West 
took place against a background of sustained warm 





weather and an 
accompanying 
drought of 
major propor- 
tions. Heat re- 
cords fell at 
widely scattered 
points with 
many remark- 
ably hot days in 
September and 
October. All 
months were above average in temperature; October 
was most notable in this regard (e. g., Gary, Ind. 
was 5.6 degrees above the daily normal, Columbus, 
Ohio 4.9, Des Moines, Iowa 4.4). Cold fronts were 
infrequent; winds were of low intensity and mostly 
from the south. A few statistics will help measure 
the drought’s severity: At Iowa City, 1 inch of rain 
fell between the 4th of July and Thanksgiving, 
against an average of 11 inches. Cincinnati received 
less than an inch of precipitation in the 3 months 
beginning with September and most of that was in 
late November. The result was that springs never 
known to fail ran dry, marshes disappeared, and 
lakes thought to be permanent evaporated. 

The impact of these conditions on bird migration 
was in some respects easy to ascertain. Many, but by 
no means all, waterfowl stayed in the north until 
after mid-November when cold weather touched off 
big flights. Except around the largest bodies of water 
mud flats hardened and shorebird numbers were 
down; a few areas (e.g., hilly southern Indiana) not 
often visited by this group had high counts, presum- 
ably of “displaced” birds. Passerine migrants tended 
to filter through, but there were good waves on Sept. 
4 to 7 and 12 to 14. A cold front on Oct. 4 brought 
most places their first big sparrow waves and the last 
heavy warbler flights. Late departure dates were the 
rule for some species, especially Am. Egrets and 
many shorebirds. Among the more unusual late 
records were a Black-billed Cuckoo at Canton, Ohio 
on Nov. 1 (Robert E. Ball); Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird at Murphysboro, Ill. on Oct. 28 (Richard 
Brewer) ; Louisiana Water-thrush at Goshen, Ind. on 
Nov. 5 (Eugene Hollinger); and a Bobolink at 
Toledo, Ohio on Nov. 28 (Edward S. Thomas and 
Harold Mayfield). 

Loons and Grebes.—Descriptions of an actual 
migration of Common Loons in this Region are rare, 
the best being Milton Trautman’s for Buckeye Lake, 
Ohio. Raymond Grow adds to our information with 
an account of 95 loons passing along the shore of 
Lake Michigan at Gary between 6:45 and 7:30 a.m. 
on Oct. 28; 1 flock contained 43 birds. Thomas and 
others found a Red-throated Loon at O'Shaughnessy 
Reservoir on Nov. 5, the first of that species seen 
in the Columbus vicinity since 1929. Indiana's first 
recorded Western Grebe appeared at Michigan City 
on Nov. 29 (Grow) ; it remained through the middle 
of December, and 2 were present on the 13th. An 
exceptional concentration of Pied-billed Grebes was 
350 on Des Moines’ Impounding Reservoir on Oct. 
24 (Woodward Brown). 
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W hite Pelican —At Davenport, Iowa a flock of 44 
White Pelicans arrived on the unusual date of July 
10 (Thomas Morrissey). Information on nesting dates 
is consistent with the possibility that these may have 
been post-nuptial wanderers, but there is little in 
available literature to support this guess. A single 
bird stayed at Willow Slough Game Preserve, Ind. 
from Aug. 22 to Oct. 3. 

W aterfoul—Canada Geese either increased during 
the summer, or came more under observation than in 
recent years. The first big flight was, as usual, in 
mid-October, but apparently many geese remained 
north of the Region until cold fronts on Nov. 21 and 
24 forced them to move. Thus counts at Willow 
Slough yielded an estimated 1500 on Nov. 22; 25,000 
on Dec. 1 (W. E. Madden fide James McCall). Blue 
and Snow Geese, which last year passed almost un- 
seen and unheard, were numerous. 

The Mallard-Black migration, always the great 
bulk of the fall duck movement, is difficult to 
summarize from the reports. McCall's censusing in 
the Ohio River bottoms of southwest Indiana re- 
vealed a jump from 522 birds on Oct. 25 to 45,000 
on Nov. 8, to 75,000 on Nov. 16. This can hardly 
represent the result of a gradual build-up; evidently 
large flocks were coming in non-stop during the 
warm weather. The apparent scarcity of ducks on 
Great Lakes marshes may be attributable to daytime 
rafting far out on the calm open water. Trautman 
saw few waterfowl at South Bass Island in western 
Lake Erie, but information he collected indicates that 
perhaps 150,000 birds, mostly Blacks, were nightly 
going inland from the lake and from Sandusky Bay 
to feed in corn fields. 

Most interesting was the remarkable number of 
the rare Am. Scoter on the lake between Gary and 
Michigan City. On 6 trips from Oct. 24 to Nov. 15 
Grow saw 92, all but 5 of them females (and 
young?). On Oct. 25 alone, 59 were present off a 
short stretch of beach at Gary. At Cleveland, Harold 
Mayfield and others identified an Am. Scoter shot by 
a hunter on Lake Erie on Nov. 13. 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles —With an_ increasing 
body of observers going into the field to watch for 
hawks, more reports are received each year. On Sept. 
20 Marion Clow saw 110 Broad-wings between 4 
and 6 p.m., moving southwest along Lake Michigan 
at Lake Forest, Ill.; and on the same day the Iowa 
Ornithologists Union meeting at Backbone State 
Park witnessed a movement of similar size. More 
notable were and Schnell’s observations at 
Brookville, Ind. On Sept. 19 only Turkey Vultures 
(175) passed; next day came 207 Turkey Vultures, 
9 Black Vultures, and 6 buteos. On Sept. 26 Schnell 
saw 252 Turkey and 4 Black Vultures. September 27 
produced a flight of 199 Turkey, 48 (!) Black 
Vultures, and 17 hawks. The question is where did 
this surprising number of Blacks come from; Brook- 
ville is at or beyond the northern extremity of the 
species’ known breeding range. Isabel Wasson and 
Mrs. John Shawvan report the greatest hawk flight, 
on Sept. 29 over Chicago's Thatcher Woods Pre- 
serve. In 3 hours there were 176 Broad-wings, 142 
Sharp-shins, 3 Bald Eagles, and some 10 others. 
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The movement ceased at noon when a stiff northeast 
wind shifted into the south. 

An immature Golden Eagle was seen at the Falls 
of the Ohio on Aug. 29 (John Bunnell), and a few 
days later this or another bird was shot nearby in 
Indiana and displayed at the Kentucky State Fair 
John Bishop (fide Ben King) watched a Ferruginous 
Hawk a few miles from Kansas City, Kans. on 
Nov. 7. 

Shorebirds.—Shorebirds generally reported more 
numerous than in recent years were Am. Golden 
Plover and Wilson's Snipe, with 500 snipe seen at 
Willow Slough on Aug. 22 (Madden fide McCall) 
The flight of Buff-breasted Sandpipers exceeded even 
last fall’s, extending across Ohio (e. g., 15 at Cleve- 
land, Sept. 12, Raymond W. Hill). Irregular visitors 
more frequent than usual included Red Knot (9 
reports) and Red Phalarope (5 from northwest 
Indiana between Oct. 3 and Dec. 13). An Am. 
Avocet at Columbus on Sept. 9 was the first for the 
area (Thomas). 

Gulls.—Among several interesting gull reports are 
3 of Laughing Gulls far from their coastal homes 
On Sept. 12, Trautman saw 1 among its commoner 
congeners seeking refuge from a storm in the lee of 
South Bass Island. On Sept. 14 a dead but still warm 
Laughing Gull was found on the beach and brought 
to him for determination; this is the first Ohio 
record. On Oct. 8 an Ohio fish hatchery employee 
killed an immature bird of the species at Lake St. 
Mary’s near Cincinnati; identification was by E. 
Kemsies and many others (fide S. E. Sjodahl). Charles 
Clark saw the third in early October north of 
Chicago (fide Grow). A Sabine’s Gull found at 
Chicago on Oct. 19 by Mrs. Amy Baldwin and Ralph 
Eiseman remained there for 2 weeks. 

Note: In the October 1953 issue it was reported 
that a Red-legged Kittiwake had been seen at Wolf 
Lake, Ind. This was my error in editing; the bird 
was a Black-legged Kittiwake. 

Snowy Owl.—The expected periodic irruption of 
the Snowy Owl had failed to materialize by mid- 
December. Only 4 birds appeared between Oct. 21 
and Dec. 8, all of them along Lake Michigan from 
Zion City, Ill. to Michigan City, Ind. 

Kinghirds —Trautman’s observations of Eastern 
Kingbirds on South Bass Island suggest that the 
migration in that area is considerably earlier than 
the literature would indicate. Movement began on 
July 4, reached a peak between the 10th and 15th 
(60 to 100 daily) and was largely over by Aug. 4. 
An immature male Western Kingbird collected on 
Sept. 1 in Jackson Co., Ind. by Russell Mumford is 
one of the State’s few records. 

Raven.—An occasional Common Raven is still seen 
in the Region. Mrs. Baldwin watched one under ideal 
observing conditions as it flew along the lake just 
west of Gary on Oct. 13. 

Finches.—Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrows, always 
rare here, made a substantial invasion of all States 
reporting, from Missouri (small flocks at Trimbl« 
Wildlife Refuge near Kansas City, Mo. in September 
and October, Ben King) to Ohio (flocks near Cin- 
cinnati in late September, William Turner and Paul 
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Hellman fide Sjodahl; 1 at Canton on Oct. 4, Robert 
E. Ball). At Horseshoe Lake in southern Illinois, J. 
Earl Comfort and others flushed 50 to 100 from 
sedges on Sept. 13. Iowa and Missouri had an in- 
vasion of Harris's Sparrows duplicating in its propor- 
tions the heavy flight of last autumn. An extensive 
series collected by the State University of Iowa showed 
a very wide range in plumages (F. W. Kent). As far 
east as Quincy, Ill., T. E. Musselman found the 
bird “abundant.” There were few reports of the 
nore irregular winter finches. Red Crossbills occurred 
at Iowa City (10 on Oct. 4 and through November, 
James Decker fide Kent) and Chicago (8 on Nov. 
24 and thereafter, A. L. Campbell). William Reid 
found a single White-wing at Oberlin, Ohio on Nov. 
1, and Musselman a small flock at Quincy on Nov. 
23. The lone grosbeak report is of a female Evening 
Grosbeak at Webster Groves, Mo. on Nov. 21 
(Comfort). 

Snow Bunting records are hard to coordinate. 
Mayfield could find none at Toledo where the bird 
is relatively common, while Grow and others com- 
ment on the high numbers along Lake Michigan. 
There was an unusual and early flight into inland 
Ohio; e. g., W. Mers, et al. (fide Sjodahl) saw 30 
at Cincinnati on Oct. 31, 50 on Nov. 28.—VAI 
NoLan, JrR.. R. R. 10. North Fee Lane. Blooming- 
ton. Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—During an 
autumn of near-normal temperatures, with dry weather 
followed by excessive rainfall, observers in the Region 
kept attention 
keyed to possi- 
ble echoes of 
the great west- 
ern invasion of 
the fall and 
winter of 1952- 
53. So far that 
western flavor 

which always 
| permeates the 
annual list of 
Central Southern rarities seems to be present to a 
slightly heightened degree, though not in spectacular 
measure. Neither of the two novelties for the Region 
officially recorded in the present period, the Curlew 
Sandpiper and the Kirtland’s Warbler, were visitants 
from the West. The nearest thing to a western addi- 
tion was a bird fitting the description of an adult 
Clay-colored Sparrow studied at Cameron, La., on 
Nov. 28 (John Gee and Marshall Eyster). Inasmuch 
as the species is one that lacks highly conspicuous field 
marks, the regional editors and the observer himself 
prefer that its formal inclusion in the Louisiana list 
await the capture of a specimen. Smith’s Longspur 
was found for the first time ever both in Tennessee 
(1 on Nov. 22 and 27 on Nov. 28 at the Penal Farm 
near Memphis [Ben B. Coffey, Orval Wood, III}) 
and in Mississippi (11 in a field 1 mile south of Walls 
{Mrs. Coffey and others} on Nov. 29); but this 
longspur is, of course, not necessarily of western 
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origin at all. In the neighborhood of Shreveport, La., 
where the species recurred this fall (2 on Nov. 26), 
H. H. Jeter believes it is a regular visitant that was 
simply overlooked up until last year. The Red-shafted 
Flicker, new to Louisiana last winter, reappeared in 
its same haunts 8 miles north of Shreveport on Oct. 
24 and was afterwards seen there regularly (HHJ). 
An Eared Grebe, studied leisurely at close range with 
binoculars, 2 miles west of Lonoke, Ark., on Oct. 4 
(Mr. and Mrs. Coffey) is the third ever found in 
that State and the first in the ‘“‘mid-South”’ area. The 
Sprague’s Pipit, which was last winter recorded in 
Tennessee for the first time and in Mississippi and 
Arkansas for the first times in 51 and 74 years, re- 
spectively, has already been seen (BBC and others) 
this fall in several fields near Lonoke, Ark. (Nov. 
26), at three places near Walls, Miss. (Oct. 31 and 
Nov. 29), and in a field near the Memphis Penal 
Farm (Nov. 22). Western species of more or less 
regular occurrence in recent years in various parts of 
the Region were again present. At least one Rufous 
Hummingbird ordinarily spends the winter in the 
garden of Mrs. W. W. Tennant in Baton Rouge. This 
year an immature, greenish-backed individual arrived 
on the early date of Nov. 1 and was present at the 
end of the period. For three of the last four winters 
the Black-throated Gray Warbler has made its ap- 
pearance in the Cameron, La., area. This year it was 
first seen on Nov. 23 in the oaks behind the court- 
house (JG). These few western species of the autumn 
of 1953 contrast sharply, however, with the twenty or 
more invaders of the autumn of 1952, not only in 
numbers but also in the degree of their “westernness.” 

Each migratory season brings reports of species 
earlier, as well as later, than ever before in this or 
that locality. Before us are over 40 records in the 
first-mentioned category. Several of these are also 
record arrivals for the states concerned or for that 
part of the state included in the Central Southern 
Region. Listed by locality, with the margin of advance 
over the previous earliest fall record indicated, they 
are: at Pensacola, 3 Horned Grebes on Oct. 18 (F. M. 
Weston), Eastern Phoebe on Sept. 1 (A. M. Mc- 
Millan, Jr.), Gray-cheeked Thrush on Sept. 3 (A. C. 
Sheppard), early by 8, 9, and 4 days, respectively, and 
the last far ahead of the normal arrival date; at 
Century, Fla., Blue-winged Warbler on Aug. 16 (Mrs 
A. L. Whigham), 20 days early; at Fayetteville, Ark., 
Lincoln's Sparrow on Sept. 27 (Douglas James), 11 
days early; at Lake Wedington, Ark., Fox Sparrow 
on Oct. 10 (DJ), 8 days early; at Shreveport, Nash- 
ville Warbler on Sept. 7 (HHJ), 9 days early; at 
Grand Isle, La., 12 Palm Warblers on Sept. 27 
(Stephen Russell), 9 days early; at New Orleans. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet on Sept. 23 (O. B. Miles), 
6 days early, and Golden-crowned Kinglet on Oct. 7 
(H. B. Chase), 7 days early. Other extremely early 
arrivals for their respective localities are: 2 Brown 
Creepers at Ray's Lake, near Rosedale, Miss., on Oct. 
17 (M. G. Vaiden and Bobby Collins), 16 days 
early; a Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Gadsden, Ala., on 
Sept. 15 (Thomas Imhof), 12 days early. Of the 12 
reports of departures later than ever before, the fol- 
lowing seem especially noteworthy: at Pensacola, 


23 








Cabot’s Tern on Nov. 18 (FMW), 10 days late, and 
Veery on Oct. 25 (FMW), 7 days late; at Wheeler 
Refuge, Ala., Green Heron on Nov. 14 (TI), 50 
days late. 

Bitterns through Ducks.—Least Bitterns are rarely 
seen in the Region after mid-October, even in the 
great Louisiana marshes, but this year the personnel 
of the Sabine Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, in southwest 
Louisiana, saw the species several times in Novem- 
ber: 1 on Nov. 4; 5 on Nov. 6; 3 on Nov. 11; 2 on 
Nov. 12; 1 on Nov. 13; and 2 on Nov. 16 (V. L. 
Childs and R. R. Rudolph). Whistling Swans, always 
a rarity in the Region, were recorded in two places: 
on the eastern side of Caddo Lake, northwest of 
Shreveport, where an immature was killed by mis- 
take by a hunter on Nov. 28 (specimen now in 
LSUMZ), and at Garth Slough, 3 miles east of De- 
catur, Ala., where another was present from Nov. 8 
to Dec. 2 (H. H. Grammer, P. Bryan, J. F. Owen). 
The number of Canada Geese on the Tenn. Nat'l. 
Wildlife Refuge was estimated at 5650 on Nov. 30, 
approximately 40 per cent above last year. At the 
same refuge, however, Mallards and Black Ducks 
were down 50 per cent or more (E. Cypert). The 
Wheeler Refuge near Decatur, Ala., reports an identi- 
cal increase in Canada Geese and a general decrease 
for all ducks (T. Z. Atkeson). 

Hawks through Gulls.—On Sept. 7 a flock of 77 
Broad-winged Hawks was observed circling and drift- 
ing westward over the coastwise woods near Pensa- 
cola (FMW). Audubon’s Caracara was seen on Nov. 
13 and again on Nov. 18 at Gum Cove, La. (VLC, 
RRR). A migrant that traditionally moves up the 
Mississippi flyway and down the Atlantic flyway, the 
Am. Golden Plover has seldom been encountered in 
the Central Southern Region in fall, especially away 
from the coast. This year, however, there were four 
records of the species, involving two widely-separated 
inland areas: 2 birds on the Memphis Penal Farm on 
Nov. 8 (BBC); 8 on White Spring Dyke, 1 mile 
northeast of Decatur, Ala., on Nov. 14 (TI, A. F. 
Ganier, and others); 4 on the Wheeler Refuge, near 
Decatur, and 22 others 2 miles west of that place, 
on Nov. 15 (BBC). The Black-bellied Plover, as 
rare inland at any season as the Am. Golden Plover 
in fall, appeared at Lonoke, Ark., Oct. 4 (Coffeys). 
A Long-billed Curlew on Wallace Lake, near Shreve- 
port, on Oct. 18 and 24 (HHJ) is the first record of 
the species in Louisiana north of the coastal marshes. 
The outstanding event of the season in Louisiana was 
the discovery of a Curlew Sandpiper in winter 
plumage, consorting with a flock of mixed sandpipers 
at a small beach pond 4 miles east of Cameron on 
Sept. 13 (JG, ME). Attention was attracted to the 
bird by its curved bill, since the Red-backed Sand- 
piper is not known to occur in the state in fall prior 
to Oct. 5. Close inspection revealed the gentle curva- 
ture throughout the length of the bill characteristic of 
the rarer species. Then, the bird was flushed at least 
4 times, during an hour of study, to permit inspection 
of the white rump. Gee's careful notes and compe- 
tence as an observer leave no doubt in the minds of 
the regional editors that the bird was correctly identi- 
fied. The Curlew Sandpiper has never before been 
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recorded in Louisiana, and there is only one other 
observation, to our knowledge, for the entire Gulf 
area (April 13, 1947, on Galveston Island). Ap. 
proximately 50 Buff-breasted Sandpipers were seen 
by the same observers in a field less than a mile from 
Duson, La., on Aug. 20, and 2 appeared at the Tenn. 
Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge on Sept. 11, the third record 
for Tennessee (EC). The Am. Avocet continues to 
show evidences of a substantial population increase 
by its appearance in localities where it has been ab- 
sent for the last half century or more. Of particular 
interest in this connection are 4 individuals observed 
at the Duck River Bottom on the Tenn. Nat'l. Wild- 
life Refuge on Sept. 25 (EC), the second definite 
record of the species in that State. Noteworthy 
records of gulls are: one adult Franklin's Gull at 
Calion Lake, Ark., on Aug. 22 (A. J. Hoiberg) and 
another at Lonoke, Ark., on Nov. 22 (Geo. Peyton, 
Jr. and Richmond Gill, Jr.) ; one Bonaparte’s Gull, 
2 miles west of Lonoke, Ark., Oct. 4 (Coffeys). 

Doves through Hummingbirds.—A Mourning Dove 
was found incubating 2 eggs on Oct. 4 at Rosedale, 
Miss. (MGV), the second latest nesting record ever 
at that locality (latest, Oct. 13, 1922). The White- 
winged Dove, which is not often seen in the Region 
at any season, was noted at Pecan Island (not an 
island but a high ridge in the marsh), La., on Nov. 
3 (J. D. Newsom and others). Vaiden also discovered 
a Yellow-billed Cuckoo brooding 1 young and 2 
eggs at Rosedale on Sept. 6 (previous late date there: 
Aug. 12). On Oct. 3 he found 5 Black-billed Cuckoos 
at Old River Lake, Miss., his third fall record for the 
species in the Rosedale area. A Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird remained at Nicholson, Miss., until Nov. 4 
(Mrs. A. B. Tolman), another at Pensacola until 
Nov. 4 (FMW), and still another on Little Chenier, 
La., until Nov. 22 (GHL), all three dates being very 
late. 

Flycatchers.—Five Western Kingbirds along ap- 
proximately 27 miles of road between Cameron and 
Little Chenier, La., on Sept. 13 (JG, ME) represent 
a good count. One was also seen on the grounds of 
the Sabine Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge Headquarters, near 
Cameron, La., on the late date of Nov. 18 (RRR). 
The Olive-sided Flycatcher is not often detected in 
the Region, either in spring or fall. This is clearly 
exemplified by the fact that Vaiden’s many years of 
competent and intensive field work near Rosedale, 
Miss., have yielded only a few records of the bird in 
spring and none in the fall until now, when he re- 
ports collecting two and seeing several others on Old 
River Lake between Aug. 17 and Oct. 5. 

W’rens.—Short-billed Marsh Wrens appeared in 
northeastern Mississippi in late summer and may have 
bred. Coffey and others, searching the grass on and 
near the levees at Lakeview, found 4 on Aug. 8, 16 
on Aug. 23, and 2 on Aug. 29, but were unable to 
locate a nest. Vaiden, however, found the species 
numerous in the rice fields 2 miles east of Rosedale 
in late summer, and on Sept. 13 discovered a nest 
in the process of construction, which was abandoned 
because of the death of the male. It is likely that late 
nestings in rice fields seldom are successful anyway, 
because of inopportune harvesting operations. 
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Wurblers, Meadowlarks —A Yellow Warbler was 
seen in the village of Cameron on Nov. 21 (GHL 
and others). The most exceptional record of a land 
bird in the present period was that of a male Kirt- 
land’s Warbler at Pensacola on Nov. 26 (FMW). 
This is the first record of the species in the Central 
Southern Region and much the latest record for the 
continental United States. Attracted by Weston’s 
“squeaking,” the bird came out of a weed patch to 
perch in sunlight on a wire fence at a distance of 
12-15 feet. The bird was momentarily thought to be 
an immature Magolia Warbler, until the energetic 
tail-wagging was observed. Then it was noted that 
the tail did mot have the diagnostic Magnolia pattern, 
that the facial markings were different, and that the 
rump was not yellow. The same observer recorded the 
Mourning Warbler on Sept. 6, the first in his 37 
years in the Pensacola area. An Eastern Meadowlark 
nest with young just leaving it was found at Rose- 
dale on Sept. 25 (MGV). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Late departures of the 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks this year are: one at Raleigh, 
near Memphis, on Oct. 31 (BBC); and one at 
Wheeler State Park, Ala.. on Nov. 14 (Gordon 
Hight). Last winter's invasion of Pine Siskins ap- 
pears not in the process of repetition, for only one 
report of the species has so far been received: 2 
observed near Shreveport on Nov. 28 (HHJ). A 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow on the northeast corner of 
President's Island, near Memphis, on Oct. 25 (GP, 
BBC, and Harry Landis, Jr.), flushed repeatedly for 
30 minutes and seen twice too close for binoculars, is 
the first for Tennessee. There are likewise no records 
for Louisiana north of the coastal marshes (where it 
is common in winter) or, to our knowledge, for in- 
terior Mississippi. Two Pine-woods Sparrows near 
New Orleans on Oct. 17 (Father J. L. Dorn) indi- 
cate migratory movement, since the species does not 
breed at that place—Grorce H. Lowery, Jr., AND 
ROBERT J. NEWMAN, Maseum of Zoology, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
fall of 1953 was unusually warm and dry over most 
of the Region. Weather was comparatively milder 
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from northwest to southeast, and bird migrations 
were slow and unspectacular. General freezeup over 
the Region occurred from Nov. 19 to 22. 


Pelicans, Herons.—Most White Pelicans left the 
Region during late September and early October. On 
the Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak. the 
population declined from 1000 on Sept. 1 to 200 by 
Sept. 12 (Frank Martin). Great Blue Herons ap- 
peared in the largest numbers in 5 years on the Long 
Lake Refuge and were last observed on Nov. 16 
(HLB). One Am. Egret was present on the Long 
Lake Refuge from July 30 to the last of August. 
Black-crowned Night Herons were common in most 
areas and Am. Bitterns were unusually numerous in 
the Edmonton, Alta. area from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15 
(Robert Lister). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—Generally speaking 
there were no spectacular mass movements of water- 
fowl through the Region. There apparently was a 
gradual turn-over of birds in most areas with a 
fairly constant arrival and departure. Considerable 
build-ups of Mallards and Canada Geese did occur 
in some areas of southern Canada, where mild weather 
kept water areas free of ice until late November. The 
largest mass movements occurred following the snow 
and colder temperatures of Nov. 19 to 21. Through- 
out the Region, reporters indicated that most water- 
fowl were gone by Dec. 1. Trumpeter Swans were 
common in the Grande Prairie, Alta. region, with 23 
observed on Oct. 18 (Frederick~ M. Helleiner). 
Whistling Swans reached peak numbers of 2000 on 
the Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. (M. C. 
Hammond). Most areas reported only mediocre goose 
flights, although good numbers of Snow and Blue 
Geese were observed at the Waubay Refuge, Waubay, 
S. Dak. (Lloyd H. Mangus) and at Sioux Falls, 
S. Dak. (J. S. Findley). A big movement of Richard- 
son’s Canada Geese occurred at the Sand Lake Refuge 
on Oct. 5; it was interesting to note that peak num- 
bers also occurred on the Salt Plains Refuge, Jet, 
Okla., 600 air miles south of Sand Lake, on the 
same date (Dale E. Sutherland). The Blue-winged 
Teal started the duck migration and a heavy build-up 
was noted on the Lower Souris Refuge from Aug. 16 
to 20 (MCH). The potholes of southern North Da- 
kota and northern South Dakota held impressive num- 
bers of Mallards and Pintails in early October 
(MCH). Diving duck numbers were normal to below 
normal in most areas; the Lower Souris Refuge, how- 
ever, had the best Redhead migration in years. Mis- 
cellaneous observations of interest included an Old- 
squaw reported shot near Jefferson, S. Dak. (JSF), 
and a Surf Scoter observed in the Yorkton, Sask. 
area on Oct. 26 (Stuart Houston). Hooded Mergan- 
sers were fairly abundant on the Des Lacs Refuge 
and 40 were observed in one flock on Nov. 19. 

Hawks.—A Goshawk was observed in the Park 
River vicinity, Walsh Co., N. Dak. on Nov. 18 (Ed 
Hibbard). Good buteo movements were reported in 
several areas. On Aug. 28 a flock of about 100 Swain- 
son’s Hawks was seen in the New Leipzig, N. Dak. 
area (Howard S. Huenecke, Forrest A. Carpenter and 
Chesley M. Dinkins). On Sept. 24 good Swainson’s 
Hawk movements were noted in two widely separated 
areas: near Bowman, N. Dak. (EH) and at Sand 
Lake Refuge, Columbia, $. Dak. (DES). Red-tailed 


Hawks were more numerous than usual in the Grand 
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Forks, N. Dak. area (Dr. Lawrence Summers) and 
at LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. (Kenneth 
Krumm). Marsh Hawks were still present in north- 
central North Dakota on Dec. 11. 

Cranes.—A good migration of Sandhill Cranes was 
reported from most areas. Numbers were recorded 
near Edmonton, Alta., on Sept. 15 (RL). Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont. and Fort Peck Game Range, 
Fort Peck, Mont. noted their first flights on Sept 20 
with the peak occurring between Oct. 9 and 17. 
Central and western North Dakota had good flights 
the latter part of September. The migration continued 
through October and a few flocks were recorded in 
mid-November. On LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. 
the migration took place from Oct. 1 to 21 with 
flocks frequently observed during the interval (KK). 
Many flocks of 500 or more birds were observed over 
Rapid City, S. Dak. from Oct. 11 to 22 (Harry 
Behrens ). 

Coots—The Am. Coot migration was generally 
better than in 1952 although Medicine Lake Refuge, 
Medicine Lake, Mont. reported that they were scarce 
(Elmo G. Adams). 

Shorebirds.—In most areas the shorebird migration 
began with the reappearance of the Greater and Lesser 
Yellow-legs in mid-July. Migrational peaks occurred 
from mid-September to early October. A highlight of 
the season was the large numbers of Am. Golden 
Plovers that were observed in many sections. Fifty 
were noted at Kelly Slough, northwest of Grand 
Forks, N. Dak. on Oct. 8 (LS), several flocks were 
seen near Lidgerwood, N. Dak. on Oct. 23 (EH) 
and several small flocks near Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 
(JSF). Migrating Long-billed Curlews at Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont. reached a peak between July 
15 and 30 (Leon C. Snyder). A rare inland visitor, 
the Am. Knot, was observed near Grande Prairie, 
Alta. on Aug. 8 (FMH). Long-billed Dowitchers ar- 
rived at the Sand Lake Refuge in mid-August and 
reached a peak of about 10,000 in early October 
(DES). Of special interest this season was a Red 
Phalarope observed on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. 
in mid-July (Reginald Denham, LCS). 

Jaegers and Gulls.—Parasitic Jaegers were reported 
in this Region for the first time. One was observed 
over Grande Prairie, Alta. on Aug. 30 (FMH) and 
3 near Edmonton, Alta. on Sept. 28 (Robert Lister). 
Gull migrations were generally normal, although 
larger than usual numbers of Franklin's and Ring- 
billed Gulls were reported on LaCreek Refuge, 
Martin, S. Dak. (KK). 

Doves, Owls and Woodpeckers —The Mourning 
Dove migration reached its peak on Fort Peck Game 
Range on Sept. 28 (M. Clair Aldous). Bowdoin 
Refuge recorded the largest numbers from Aug. 10 
to 30 with the departure date on Oct. 1 (LCS). A 
good migration was noted on LaCreek Refuge, Mar- 
tin, S. Dak. in late August and early September 
(KK). The Snowy Owl was first recorded near York- 
ton, Sask. on Nov. 2; several were noted in various 
places in North Dakota in mid-November; one was 
seen on Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S. Dak. on 
Dec. 3. A good flight of flickers, about evenly di- 
vided between Red-shafted and Yellow-shafted, was 
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noted on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. during 
the first half of October (KK). 

Larks through Wrens.—Large flocks of Horned 
Larks moved through North Dakota in November 
and were still present in numbers at the end of the 
period. In the Grand Forks area the peak migration 
was noted on Nov. 13 and 14 (LS). LaCreek Refuge 
reported a good flight of Bank, Barn and Cliff Swal. 
lows in late July and August. Aug. 31 was the 
average date for the departure of Purple Martins 
from North Dakota. A heavy migration of Canada 
Jays was seen on Fort Peck Game Range, Fort Peck. 
Mont. from Nov. 1 to 7 (MCA). A few Brown. 
capped Chickadees were observed during September 
in Grande Prairie, Alta. (FMH). Brown Creepers 
were seen during the whole month of October in 
eastern and central North Dakota. 

Thrushes Kinglets—Hermit Thrushes 
were unusually common in Fargo, N. Dak. from 
Oct. 3 to 15 (O. A. Stevens) and were recorded in 
Grand Forks on Oct. 4 and Oct. 14 (LS). Olive. 
backed Thrushes were scarce. Small numbers of East- 
ern Bluebirds moved through the LaCreek Refuge area 
in South Dakota in early fall, but Mountain Blue. 
birds were not recorded. Of interest were the many 
records of Golden-crowned Kinglets in North Dakota 
during October and November. The birds were seen 
in flocks up to 25. 

Pipits through Starlings —Water Pipits were noted 
in large flocks near Grande Prairie, Alta. in early 
September (FMH); they were observed over most of 
North Dakota throughout October, the peak occur- 
ring on Oct. 11; and were seen near Sioux Falls, 
S. Dak. on Oct. 10 (JSF). Bohemian Waxwings ap- 
peared near Regina, Sask. and in various points in 
North Dakota the last 2 weeks in November. In the 
past few years the Common Starling population in 
the vicinity of Kenmare and the Des Lacs Refuge 
has remained more or less the same and there has 
been no evidence of migration. However, in late 
November and early December several large flocks 
containing 300 to 500 birds were observed. 

Warblers —The warbler migration was prolonged, 
as usual, from Aug. 1 to mid-October. With a few 
local exceptions, the only species seen in any numbers 
were the Yellow, Orange-crowned and Myrtle. Black 
and White Warblers were observed in Grand Forks, 
N. Dak. from Aug. 30 through Sept. 14, at times 
in groups up to 10, but usually one or 2 birds (LS) 

Grosbeaks, Sparrows.—Evening Grosbeak observa- 
tions were more frequent than usual in many sections 
of the Region. They were noted early in October in 
the Sheho, Sask. area (WN) and were fairly common 
since the last of October in the Grande Prairie, Alta 
area (FMH). There were two October records and 
one November record in Grand Forks and _ several 
late November and December observations in the 
Kenmare area. An unusual concentration of Vesper 
Sparrows was noted in Canton, S$. Dak. on Sept. 28 
(W. B. Mallory). Many observers reported an ex- 
cellent migration of Harris's Sparrows. North Dakota 
observation dates were as follows: Kenmare and Des 
Lacs Refuge, Sept. 16 to Nov. 3; Grand Forks, 
N. Dak., Oct. 2 to 16; and Bismarck, N. Dak.. 
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Sept. 26 to Nov. 15 (Robert Randall banded 410 
Harris's Sparrows during this interval). The arrival 
date in Sioux Falls, S. Dak. was reported as Oct. 3, 
and they were common throughout October on La- 
Creek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. (KK). Lapland Long- 
spurs moved through Grande Prairie, Alta. during 
the first half of September; they were first recorded 
in North Dakota on Oct. 1, with large movements 
noted the last half of October. LaCreek Refuge re- 
ported a good flight after mid-October. Smith's Long- 
spurs were seen near Grande Prairie, Alta. on Oct. 
4, and 50 to 100 birds were found southeast of 
Grand Forks, N. Dak. on Oct. 14 (LS).—ANN AND 
ROBERT GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. Dak.; Howarp S. 
HuENECKE, Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge, 
Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS.—Weather was 
generally dry and mild throughout the Region. 
October was the driest on record at Fort Collins, 
Colo. (R. G. Beidle- 






























7 S.7°DAK. - ‘ 

wy <>. 10W. man) and at Midland, 
2 y CRESCENT L. 

¥ Scomse.urF Lo | Tex. (J. E. Galley). 
Couns] eles on“ | First frost dates were 
DENVER | aw “§ usually late in most 
| MANHATT eae 4 
govomcol KANG, Taree 4) localities and early 
LO. NEWTONs | winter storms were un- 














ewiCHiTi 
STRAT usual, Water levels te- 
aga stinuwaters UA mained low, resulting 
> |} [AMARINO | OKLA. 4 in poor habitats for 
































df *MULESHOE waterfowl and_ shore- 
| birds. 

ABILENE : . , 

! mound = | TEX, Migration was typi- 

san abceio cally one to two weeks 

KERRVILLE xj late with some dey-ar- 

th thee 2 tures establishing new 


late dates. Spectacular 
movements and concentrations were not recorded for 
any species except the Franklin’s Gull. 

Loons through Herons—Horned Grebes seen in 
numbers ranging from 1 to 12, Oct. 23-29, at 
Guymon, Okla. were unusually plentiful (A. Felkel). 
The Eared Grebe was seen on Nov. 15 at Fort 
Worth where this species is rare (W. Pulich, Fort 
Worth Aud. Soc.). A Western Grebe observed 
at the Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Refuge in Barton 
Co., Kans. on Nov. 8 was another unusual dis- 
tribution record (B. King). Apparently Brown 
Pelicans wandered northward from the Gulf Coast 
in some numbers. One was seen on the Salt Plains 
Refuge from Oct. 9 to 12 (J. B. Van den Akker) ; 
one at Oklahoma City on Oct. 4 (D. Clark, W. 
Long); and a puzzling bird which probably repre- 
sented this species was observed near Pratt, Kans. on 
Nov. 8 and again on Dec. 6 (BK). The Louisiana 
Heron was observed at Dallas on Sept. 25 and Oct. 
3 (Mrs. E. Winford). 

Waterfowl—The fall flight was disappointing 
throughout the Region. Small flights came and went 
with few concentrations reported. Large flocks of 
Canada Geese migrated through the Locust Grove, 
Okla. area on Oct. 15 (Mrs. L. Davis). The Canada 
Goose population at the Salt Plains Refuge was 


slightly above average at the end of the period 
but the Mallard population was very low (JBV). 
Unusual distribution records included the Cinnamon 
Teal at Denton, Tex. on Oct. 18 (K. and R. Ry- 
lander) and the Buffle-head at Clayton, N. Mex. on 
Nov. 22 (A. J. Krehbiel, W. Cook). 

Hawks.—The hawk migration at Stillwater was 
the latest in 15 years (F. M. Baumgartner). Hawk 
counts taken during the last week in September by 
observers in Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas indicated 
that practically no birds were moving except the 
Sparrow Hawk. A concentration of 30-40 Rough- 
legged Hawks seen near Ardway, Colo. on Nov. 
27 was the largest number of buteos listed (W. 
Hunt). A Mississippi Kite at Dallas on Nov. 6 
was an unusual distribution record (EW). The Mis- 
sissippi Kite was seen for the first time at Midland 
on Nov. 22 (F. Williams). A Peregrine Falcon 
seen near Bladen, Nebr. on Nov. 16 adds to the 
very limited records of occurrence in the State (H. 
Turner). Pigeon Hawks were observed at five locali- 
ties in the central and southern portions of the 
Region, where this species is seldom reported. 

Gallinaceous Birds, Cranes, Shorebirds —Probably 
due to the very dry spring and early summer Ring- 
necked Pheasant and Bob-white populations were at 
a low point in the central and southern portions of 
the Region. In Western Oklahoma both species were 
reported to be very scarce (G. Merrifield). Sandhill 
Cranes were seen at Bladen on Nov. 18, ten days 
later than any previous record (HT). The- Am. 
Golden Plover was seen at Midland on Sept. 27 
(JEG). The Ruddy Turnstone was seen near Topeka 
on Sept. 19 (L. B. Carson), at Oklahoma City 
on Aug. 4 (Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Martin, Miss Bess 
Smith) and at Midland on Sept. 20 (JEG). This 
species is casual on the southern Plains. The Ringed 
Plover was seen for the first time at Fort Worth, 2 on 
Aug. 16 (WP), 3 seen and 1 collected on Sept. 
5 (WP) and again on Oct. 10 (Mrs. N. Smith, 
Mrs. J. Casstevens). An Am. Woodcock was seen 
at Dallas west of its regular migration route on Nov. 
1 (D. England). The Willet was observed for the 
first time at Clayton on Aug. 30 (WC, AJK). The 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper was seen at Oklahoma City 
on Aug. 4 (JEM, BS) and at Commerce, Tex. (Mrs. 
N. S. O'Neil). This species is casual throughout the 
Region. Four Sanderlings found near Tulsa on Oct. 
7 constituted a new locality record (Mrs. B. 
Reynolds). 

Jaegers and Gulls.—A Parasitic Jaeger was seen 
near Denver on Oct. 25. This is the second record 
for this locality (J. L. Chapin, G. Emerson, ef al.). 
The fall migration of Franklin’s Gulls across the 
Plains was very spectacular and compensated to some 
extent for the lack of waterfowl and hawks. Many 
observers commented on the unusual abundance of 
this species. Sabine’s Gull, which is casual in the 
Region, was seen at Tulsa, Oct. 7-11 (BR, Mr. 
and Mrs. O. W. Letson). 

Woodpeckers through Thrushes—A Williamson’s 
Sapsucker seen at Clayton on several dates in Septem- 
ber was east of its usual range (WC, AJK). A Texas 
Woodpecker seen at the Salt Plains Refuge on Octo- 
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ber 31 was nearly 100 miles east of its known range 
in Oklahoma (S. Bucker, F. Pieratt). An Eastern 
Phoebe seen near Atwood, Colo. on Oct. 18 was 
a new locality record (RGB). The Red-breasted 
Nuthatch was added to the Roswell, N. Mex. list 
when a bird was seen, Oct. 22-25 (V. Mont- 
gomery). This species was reported for the second 
time at Guymon, Okla. on Oct. 21 (AF); and was 
seen at Dallas on Nov. 6 and 13 (EW, Paisano 
Bird Club). A Short-billed Marsh Wren seen on 
Nov. 7 was the second record at Bladen, Nebr. 
(HT). This species was reported for the first time at 
Guymon on Oct. 23 (AF); another record was made 
at the Salt Plains Refuge when a Short-billed Marsh 
Wren was seen on Nov. 8 (PN, S. Little, D. Weig- 
and). The Brown Thrasher, which is rare in New 
Mexico, was seen on several dates between Sept. 13 
and Oct. 13 (AJK). The Gray-cheeked Thrush was 
identified definitely for the first time at Clayton on 
Oct. 4 (AJK). Eastern Bluebirds seen at Clayton on 
Oct. 7 (WC, AJK) and again on Oct. 11 (AJK) 
were an addition to the local list. 

Vireos through Warblers —The Yellow-throated 
Vireo was seen on Oct. 2 at Dallas where this species 
is rare (DE). Ten or more Solitary Vireos were seen 
at Ponca City between Sept. 26 and Oct. 2 (SB, 
FP). This is a surprisingly heavy flight of a species 
that is rarely reported in central Oklahoma. Warblers 
were observed in large numbers in several localities. 
This is unusual, particularly in the fall migration. 
For example 250-300 Myrtle Warblers and 20-25 
Nashville Warblers were recorded at Ponca City on 
Oct. 25 (SB, FP). The warbler migration was also 
conspicuously heavy at Guymon (AF) and at Mid- 
land (JEG). A number of interesting distribution 
records were reported. The Black-throated Blue 
Warbler was seen near Loveland, Colo. on Oct. 17 
(RGB) and at Guymon on Oct. 20 (AF). The Black- 
throated Gray Warbler was seen at Midland on Sept. 
6 (JEG, F. Williams, W. Wilson), on Sept. 27 
(JEG) and on Oct. 11 (JEG, L. O. Thompson). 
Townsend's Warbler, which is rare in southeastern 
New Mexico, was seen on several dates between Sept. 
28 and Oct. 27 at Roswell (VM). The Black-throated 
Green was seen at Midland on Aug. 17 (JEG). Both 
of these species are casual on the western edge of the 
Plains. The Bay-breasted Warbler was reported at 
Oklahoma City on Nov. 9 (DC). This species is 
casual in central Oklahoma. A Pine Warbler seen on 
Nov. 15 was the first fall record at Commerce 
(NSO). The Oven-bird was seen for the first time 
at Denton on Sept. 16 (KR, RR). The Yellow- 
breasted Chat was added to the Clayton list on Oct. 
2 (AJK). The Black-capped Warbler was seen as late 
as Nov. 22 in Ector County, Tex. (W. Wilson). The 
Am. Redstart was seen for the first time at Guymon 
(Mr. and Mrs. J. Hilty). 

Blackbirds and Orioles—The Yellow-headed 
Blackbird, which is rarely reported in the fall in 
the eastern and central portions of the Region, was 
seen for the first time at Denton on Sept. 15 (KR, 
RR); at Dallas on Oct. 3 (EW); and at Fort Worth 
on Sept. 1, Sept. 12 and Nov. 1 (WP). Bullock’s 
Oriole was observed at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
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Sept. 6 (SB, FP). This new locality record is con- 
siderably east of the known migration route of this 
species. 

Buntings and Sparrows.—As was the case last year, 
Lark Buntings did not remain in numbers at Midland 
where this species is typically common in the late 
fall and winter. Apparently due to the drought-in. 
duced shortage of weed seeds this bunting is merely 
migrating through the area (JEG). Two species of 
sparrows seemed unusually plentiful this fall. The 
White-throated Sparrow was seen near Windsor, 
Colo. on Oct. 25 (RGB); near Denver on Oct. 25 
(JLC, et al.) ; several were observed on Nov. 8 at 
the Salt Plains Refuge (PN, SL, DW); and at 
Oklahoma City, Nov. 8-26 (DC, WL). The Eastern 
Fox Sparrow was seen at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
Nov. 8 (PN, SL, DW) and at Oklahoma City, Nov. 
9-26 (DC, WL). Both species are irregular in occur- 
rence in these localities. The Swamp Sparrow was 
reported for the first time at Ponca City on Nov. 
23 and 29 (SB, FP).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oéla- 
homa A. and M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—The whole Region for 
the first time in several seasons received adequate 
rainfall. Intermittent rains, starting Aug. 19, extended 
through October in 
most of the Region. 
In the last two 
weeks in September 
36 inches of rain 
fell on the central 
part and the western 
side of Laguna Atas- 
cosa Refuge. Nuv- 
merous fields, lakes, 
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poundments were 
filled to overflowing. This was not the traditional fall 
with blustery northers and sharp drops in tempera- 
ture. Contrasts in the weather were few and this ap- 
parently was responsible for the lack of contrasts in 
birds. The season went by for the most part with few 
major waves, and many species slipped through with- 
out notable concentrations. The one wave which was 
Region-wide preceded and accompanied a cool, wet 
norther on Sept. 3 and 4. Species which came with 
it generally were present in numbers from about 
Sept. 3 to 7. It brought Spotted Sandpipers to the 
Austin-Wimberley area and to the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley. Concentrations of Stilt Sandpipers and Wil- 
son's Phalaropes also appeared in the Rio Grande 
Valley. The most noticeable movement at Rockport 
was a tremendous invasion of hummingbirds. Ruby- 
throated, Black-chinned, Broad-tailed, and Rufous 
Hummingbirds over-ran the area, Rufous Humming- 
birds appearing in unprecedented numbers. This in- 
vasion of hummingbirds was observed in lesser num- 
bers at other localities. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers also 
took part in this wave, being especially abundant at 
this time around Austin. Other species found through- 
out the Region as part of the Sept. 3-7 flight were 
Northern Water-thrushes, Black-capped Warblers, and 
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Baltimore Orioles. A lesser wave was noted at Austin, 
Cove, and Rockport, Oct. 24-26. Species primarily 
involved were Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Tennes- 
see Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Orange-crowned 
Warbler, and Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

Loons, Grebes, Anhingas—Common Loons were 
reported less frequently than usual. The first noted 
was one seen by A. K. McKay at Cove on Nov. 1, 
this date being three days earlier than his previous 
earliest fall observation. On Nov. 4, Mr. McKay also 
observed 7 Red-throated Loons at Cove, the second 
record there. On Nov. 29 a Red-necked Grebe was 
seen by Robert Fox and F. G. Watson from a shrimp 
boat while traveling down San Antonio Bay offshore 
from Aransas Refuge. A single Eared Grebe appeared 
in Austin (where rare) on Nov. 5, and a flock of 5 
was observed on Nov. 7 (Fred S. Webster). Eared 
Grebes arrived at Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Nov. 
10 about two weeks earlier than usual and have 
shown an increase in numbers over the previous 
years (Luther C. Goldman). At Laguna Atascosa 
Least Grebes have as yet not returned to pre-drought 
numbers. Although a few Anhingas remained to the 
end of the season, the largest flocks passed through 
in September. Approximately 500 were seen just 
south of Sheldon Reservoir on Sept. 7 (Noel Pettin- 
gell). Flocks of 100 to 175 went over Cove between 
Sept. 15 and 22 (AKM), and about 300 went over 
Rockport on Sept. 22 (Conger N. Hagar). 

Ibises and Spoonbills—Wood Ibises were more 
generally noted in coastal Texas this fall than usual. 
At Laguna Atascosa Refuge this species was observed 
continually from Aug. 12 to Sept. 30. The peak 
number counted on the Refuge was 125 individuals. 
Flocks were observed near Baytown from Sept. 2 to 
10 (AKM), and on Sept. 7 Noel Pettingell observed 
flocks of 13, 25, and 30 birds at different localities 
around the mouth of the San Jacinto River. A flock 
was seen at Dayton on Sept. 14 and one at Cove 
on Sept. 22 (AKM). Three Roseate Spoonbills were 
observed at Rockport on Nov. 28 and 3 at Aransas 
Refuge on Nov. 29 (FGW). A few were still present 
at Cove at the end of this period and about 25 re- 
mained at Laguna Atascosa Refuge. 

Geese and Ducks.—Canada Geese were first noted 
at Austin when 4 were observed on Oct. 3 (FSW). 
About 1500 flew over San Antonio the evening of 
Oct. 6 (RF), and 8 birds appeared at Cove on Oct. 
10. Five Snow Geese arrived at Cove on Oct. 6 
(AKM), and Walter Broemer saw a flock of 40 
migrating south on Oct. 6 near Wimberley. No large 
concentrations of geese reached the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley area; however, many thousands were reported 
in Kleberg County where they stopped to winter on 
the King Ranch (Edward Elmore). Black-bellied 
Tree-ducks stayed at Santa Ana Refuge later than 
usual. Twenty-five seen on Nov. 30 were the last for 
the year (LCG). About 20 Fulvous Tree-ducks were 
seen at Galveston on Sept. 20 (FGW), and the last, 
a single bird, was noted at Cove, Sept. 23 (AKM). 
The Blue-winged Teal was first noted at La Porte on 
Aug. 10 by J. R. Schmidt. At Cove they were present 
from Sept. 6 to Nov. 10, reaching a peak of about 
4000 on Oct. 24 (AKM). Farther south, at Laguna 


Atascosa Refuge, the peak appeared to pass on Oct. 
18 (LCG). The first Cinnamon Teal observed was 
found at Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Oct. 31; 12 
were seen at Santa Ana Refuge on Nov. 30 (LCG). 
A Redhead which arrived at Rockport on July 27 
was early. At the same location they began appearing 
in numbers on Sept. 15 (CNH). In the Austin area 
they first appeared, Oct. 26, and remained until Nov. 
21, reaching peak numbers between Nov. 3-6 and 
November 17-19 (FSW). Two Am. Golden-eyes 
were seen at Rockport on Nov. 28 (FGW). Buffle- 
heads were first noted on Nov. 23 and later built 
up to 35, which was the total count on the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge. A flock of 5 Hooded Mergansers 
was seen on Lake Austin on Nov. 28 (FSW), the 
first observation of this species in that area in several 
years. 

Hawks.—The first White-tailed Kite since 2 were 
seen in February 1953, was one noted at North 
Point on Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Nov. 19 (LCG). 
In the late afternoon of August 29, three adult 
Mississippi Kites perched in tree tops in a mixed 
wooded grove near open fields just southwest of 
Austin. An abundance of grasshoppers noted in the 
vicinity may have been the attraction (FSW). A 
single Mississippi Kite was observed at Cove on 
Sept. 7 (AKM), and on Sept. 30 several were ob- 
served at Rockport (CNH). The first Sharp-shinned 
Hawks were observed in migration at Rockport on 
Sept. 10 (CNH). This species was not observed at 
Cove until Sept. 21, but was present thereafter 
(AKM), and arrived in the Rio Grande Valley on 
Sept. 19 (LCG). The Broad-winged Hawk flight 
went through the Houston area between Sept. 6 and 
Sept. 22. Small numbers were seen until Sept. 15 
when several hundred were noted at Cove. However, 
greatest numbers were seen on Sept. 21 and 22. Mr. 
McKay reported about 1200 at Cove on the 2\1st. 
Mrs. F. A. MacMahon saw several hundred late that 
afternoon in wooded portions of the northern sec- 
tion of Houston. On the morning of Sept. 22, Mrs. 
MacMahon again saw several hundred Broad-winged 
Hawks going in a southwesterly direction over Hous- 
ton. Others saw flocks of from 100 to 200 at about 
the same time in other parts of Houston (Mrs. Minor 
A. Hurst, FGW). Mr. McKay also saw about 100 
at Cove on Sept. 22. The only other observation of 
the Broad-winged Hawk was at Beeville on Oct. 5 
(Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht). The Swainson’s Hawk 
migration was more completely followed than in 
any previous year. The first flight observed went over 
Rockport on Aug. 17 (CNH). On Sept. 30 about 
300 passed south over Camp Friday Mountain in 
Hays County northeast of Wimberley and on Oct. 2 
about 450 passed the same point (Frances J. Gillotti). 
On Oct. 6 in the San Antonio area Robert Fox ob- 
served a flight consisting almost exclusively of Swain- 
son’s Hawks numbering many thousands of birds. 
The flight was first detected early in the morning and 
continued to pass over the same spot until late in 
the afternoon. Following the flock by car, he noted 
that the flight was continuous for a number of miles, 
both to the north and to the south, and that it was 
about 2 miles wide at each of the several points he 
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Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawks were 
seen only at Rockport, being observed by Mrs. Hagar 
on Sept. 20, 30, and Oct. 2. C. T. Gill reported seeing 
a Mexican Black Hawk on the Port Mansfield Road 
east of Raymondville on Nov. 7. Jesse Laxson re- 
ported that on Nov. 12 the pair of Bald Eagles which 
nested last year at Harris’ Reservoir near Angleton 
returned. Finding that the tree supporting last year’s 
nest had collapsed, they immediately started con- 
structing a new nest. 

Cranes and Rails, Gallinules and Coots.—The first 
6 Whooping Cranes of the season arrived at Aransas 
Refuge the afternoon of Oct. 27. The total present 
had increased to 16 on Nov. 2, and by Nov. 6, 21 
were present. At the end of November the remaining 
3 of the 24 Whooping Cranes known to exist had 
left the Great Slave Lake area in Canada, where they 
had been observed a few days before; however they 
had not as yet arrived at Aransas Refuge. About 65 
Sandhill Cranes flew over Camp Friday Mountain 
on Oct. 7 and 40 more were seen the following day. 
They began to arrive in the Rio Grande Valley on 
Oct. 10 (LCG). A later flight occurred in late Oc- 
tober when 44 passed over Camp Friday Mountain on 
Oct. 27 and flights occurred at Rockport on Oct. 28 
and Oct. 30 (CNH). This species was first noted in 
the upper coastal area on Nov. 28, when 75 were 
seen in fields near Clodine (MAH). Soras were noted 
in the upper coastal areas between Sept. 6 and Oct. 
11; however, the species was more common in the 
rather small Hormigas Viejas Marsh on Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge. A count of about 50 was made in 
this area on Oct. 4 and again on Oct. 18 (LCG). 
Florida Gallinules were unusually scarce in spite of 
the abundance of fresh water everywhere. However, 
with Am. Coots it was a different story. Laguna 
Atascosa was a stopping and gathering place for 
coots. On Oct. 15, William Jennings, while conduct- 
ing the State waterfowl aerial survey, estimated 43,000 
birds. The number was conservatively estimated at 
50,000 on Oct. 30; however, on Nov. 10 they had 
moved on, leaving approximately 12,000 on the big 
lake (LCG). 

Shorebirds, Least Tern—On Nov. 29, 4 Am. 
Oyster-catchers were seen on shell banks along the 
intracoastal canal where it cuts through portions of 
Aransas Refuge (FGW ). Several Piping Plover were 
seen on Bolivar Point on Oct. 11 (Stephen G. 
Williams) and 8 were noted at Cove on Nov. 5 
(SGW). A few Snowy Plover were also seen at 
Bolivar Point on Oct. 11 (SGW). Mountain Plover 
were not seen in the Lower Rio Grande Valley re- 
gion this year. They appeared as usual at Rockport, 
being noted there from Sept. 7 on. Am. Golden 
Plover were noted in small numbers in the Cove area 
between Sept. 12 and Sept. 26 (AKM); however, 
they were not noted in the Rackport area until Nov. 
15 (CNH). The Wilson’s Snipe, which arrived in 
the upper coastal area about Oct. 4, was unusually 
scarce this fall. A few were noted between Oct. 5 and 
Nov. 22 in the Austin area. However, a large con- 
centration, estimated at about 500 birds, was observed 
near Louise on Oct. 18 (K. C. Kartchner). Upland 
Sandpipers were first heard in flight at Beeville on 
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July 23 (AHG). On August 7, 2 were found at 
Velasco (FGW). Two were seen southeast of Austin 
on Sept. 5 (FSW). Then, on Sept. 4 at Beeville a 
wave of these, which passed in continuous flight for 
21%4 hours, was heard overhead (AHG). The last 
reported observation was that of a single bird seen 
at Cove on Sept. 22 (AKM). The first appearance of 
the Spotted Sandpiper in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley occurred on Sept. 4 and their numbers be- 
came greater than at any time in the past seven 
years (LCG). Stilt Sandpipers were first observed at 
Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Sept. 4, and a_ peak 
count of 110 birds was made on Oct. 4. Am. Avocets 
were noted at all coastal localities throughout the 
period and were present in larger numbers than 
usual. On Sept. 4 Wilson’s Phalaropes were noted 
in abundance on several fresh-water ponds in the 
lower Rio Grande Valley. The last Least Tern re- 
ported was one observed at Galveston on Oct. 11 
(SGW ). 

Pigeons and Doves.—Red-billed Pigeons had left 
the Rio Grande Valley by Oct. 6. A single bird 
stayed in the upper Valley area to spend the winter 
on the U. S. side of the International Boundary. 
Mourning Doves were present during this report pe- 
riod in much larger numbers than at any time during 
the same period for the last four years. More water, 
more small grains and new seedy domestic grasses 
planted, and mild weather are undoubtedly factors to 
account for this. At times the Valley would be nearly 
depleted of Mourning Doves when, following a 
new cold front, scattered large flocks were again ob- 
served. The above food and climatic factors had no 
retaining effect on White-winged Doves, and with 
very few exceptions, they had left by Oct. 12. A 
small group of 8 or 10 White-winged Doves stayed 
until Nov. 15 at Beeville (AHG). 

Anis, Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts—Most Groove- 
billed Anis had left the Rio Grande Valley by early 
October. A few remained, however, to spend the 
winter. A Long-eared Owl, dead for no apparent 
cause, was found on Nov. 5 near Wimberley. The 
skin is being preserved (FJG). Night- 
hawks migrated through the upper coastal area and 
the Austin area as late as the third week in Septem- 
ber and a flight was observed passing through the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley on Oct. 6 (LCG). Late 
stragglers noted within the city of Houston were 2 
on Oct. 28 (SGW), one on Nov. 15 (FGW), and 
2 on Nov. 20 (NP). A single Chimney Swift was 
seen at Cove on Oct. 26 (AKM) and one was noted 
at Houston on Oct. 28 (SGW). 

Hummingbirds —The hummingbird migration was 
the event of the fall. It was particularly notable at 
Rockport, but also of interest elsewhere. Rufous 
Hummingbirds were found in numbers as far east 
as Houston. The season started with a moderate 
flight of Broad-tailed Hummingbirds at Rockport 
on Aug. In the third week of August a Rufous 
Hummingbird was seen several times near San Benito 
(C. E. Hudson). On Aug. 31 at Rockport, Broad- 
tailed, Black-chinned, Ruby-throated, and Rufous 
Hummingbirds were everywhere. This flight lasted 
in decreasing numbers until Sept. 8 (CNH). At 
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Cove a Rufous Hummingbird flight went through 
from Sept. 1 until Sept. 7 (AKM). An immature 
male Rufous Hummingbird was seen in Austin on 
Sept. 12 and 13, and a female was seen on Oct. 8 
(FSW). These are the only records for the Austin 
area. The Ruby-throated Hummingbird migration 
reached its peak at Austin on Sept. 15 (FSW), and 
on Sept. 16 hundreds passed through the Rockport 
region (CNH). At Cove approximately 75 Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds were seen on Sept. 20 
(AKM). On Sept. 20 Broad-tailed Hummingbirds 
were migrating at Rockport and on Sept. 21 and 22 
Rufous Hummingbirds, mostly adult males, were 
on the move. More Rufous Hummingbirds passed 
through Rockport on Sept. 26 (CNH). On Oct. 6 
and Oct. 8, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were again 
numerous at Rockport. On Oct. 18 Rockport was 
over-run with Black-chinned and Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbirds. Later hummingbird flights at Rockport 
consisted only of Ruby-throats. These passed through 
on Oct. 21, Oct. 26, and Nov. 8 (CNH). An in- 
teresting observation is that the rather heavy flight 
of hummingbirds noted in the Austin, Houston, Rock- 
port triangle, although watched for, was not found 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley (LCG). Last dates 
for the Ruby-throated Hummingbird were Oct. 19 
at College Station (K. L. Dixon), Oct. 25 at Austin 
(FSW ), Nov. 11 at San Antonio (Robert Fox), and 
Nov. 26 at Houston (SGW). The Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird was last seen at San Antonio on Oct. 
30 (RF), and the Black-chinned at Rockport on 
Oct. 18 (CNH). The Rufous Hummingbird was 
last noted at Cove on Oct. 27 (AKM), at Austin 
on Oct. 8 (FSW), and at San Antonio on Oct. 30 
(RF). The Buff-bellied Hummingbird was occasion- 
ally observed in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, the 
last observation being on Sept. 28 (LCG). 
Flycatchers, Nuthatches, and Creepers —Stephen G. 
Williams reported that on. Oct. 11 a kingbird was 
observed on Galveston Island which he described as 
darker on the back and darker yellow below than the 
Western Kingbird. A trace of white on the end of 
the tail was also noted. This bird was considered to 
be a Cassin’s Kingbird. The bird was also observed 
by George G. Williams and Guy Emerson. A Tropi- 
cal Kingbird was seen at Beeville on Oct. 22 (AHG, 
Mrs. Dolph Quinn). Late records for the Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher were one at Cove on Nov. 4 
(AKM), College Station on Oct. 21 (KLD), Austin 
on Oct. 24 (FSW), 2 at Seguin on Nov. 6 (RF), 
one at Rockport on Nov. 28 (FGW), one at Bee- 
ville on Nov. 11 (AHG), and one on Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge on Nov. 23 (LCG). On Sept. 6 a 
Black Phoebe was observed at Beeville (AHG, DQ). 
Vermilion Flycatchers continue their northeastward 
extension. They were frequently observed from Sept. 
12 to the close of the period at Cove (AKM). The 
only migratory movement noted was a flight at Rock- 
port on Sept. 26 (CNH). The only Red-breasted 
Nuthatch observation for the entire Region was that 
of a single bird seen in Zilker Park, Austin, on 
Nov. 28 and 29 (FSW). Brown Creepers arrived 
at Cove on Oct. 27 (AKM), Rockport, Nov. 6 
(CNH), College Station, Nov. 10 (KLD), and 


Austin, Nov. 13 (FSW). Apparently at each loca- 
tion the species arrived in somewhat greater numbers 
than were subsequently seen. 

Wrens, Thrushes, Gnatcatchers.—Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens arrived at Cove on Oct. 11 (AKM) and 
reached the Lower Rio Grande Valley on Oct. 18 
(LCG). Although Am. Robins are present the year 
around in the eastern half of Texas, the population 
increases markedly in the fall. Migrant flocks ap- 
peared at Houston on Nov. 3 (SGW), at Cove on 
Nov. 6 (AKM), at College Station on Nov. 9 
(KLD), near Wimberley on Nov. 12 (FJG), and 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley on Nov. 10. Last 
fall and winter robins were rare in extreme southern 
Texas; this year, however, they are numerous, large 
flocks being found in all parts of the lower Rio 
Grande Valley (LCG). Hermit Thrushes arrived at 
Cove on Oct. 27 (AKM) and at Austin on Oct. 
28 (FSW). The first observation at Beeville was on 
Nov. 6 (AHG). Hermit Thrushes also appeared to 
be present in greater than usual numbers. Six Moun- 
tain Bluebirds were seen west of Austin on Nov. 
28, a rather early date (FSW). Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher waves were noted at Beeville on Aug. 14 
(AHG), at Rockport on Aug. 20 (CNH), and 
throughout the Region in the period Sept. 4-7. The 
flight was noted at Austin on Sept. 4 (FSW), in 
the upper coastal area on Sept. 5 (M. A. Yramategui) 
and Sept. 6 and 7 (AKM), and at Beeville on 
Sept. 7 (AHG). A heavy concentration of Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers reached Santa Ana Refuge on Oct. 12, 
on which date 50 were counted along one trail during 
one hour's observation (LCG, CEH). 

Pipits, Waxwings, Starlings—Three Sprague's 
Pipits were seen at Cove on Oct. 17, an early date 
(AKM). Cedar Waxwings arrived in flocks in 
Houston on Oct. 21, early for such numbers. They 
were not seen at Austin, however, until Dec. 3 
(Edgar B. Kincaid). This species became common 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley this season after 
being scarce the past three years. Common Starlings 
were first noted at Cove on Oct. 14 (AKM) and a 
flight went through Rockport on Oct. 18 (CNH). 
The first starlings seen in the Austin area, a flock 
of about 15, were noted on Oct. 25 by Mr. and Mrs 
W. D. Anderson. 

Warblers—The first Tennessee Warbler of the 
season was one at Cove on Sept. 10, 4 days earlier 
than in any previous year (AKM). Heaviest flights 
of the Tennessee Warbler were noted at Cove on 
Oct. 11, 18, and 26 (AKM) and at Rockport on 
Oct. 26 (CNH). Two Nashville Warblers appeared 
at Cove on Sept. 2, the earliest on record by five 
days. Peaks of 100 to 125 birds occurred at Cove on 
Oct. 11, 18, and 26. By contrast only one was noted 
on Oct. 17 and 3 on Oct. 24 (AKM). At Rockport 
the Nashville Warbler peak was on Oct. 26 (CNH) 
At Austin the Nashville was the most numerous of 
migrating warblers. It was first seen on Sept. 15, a 
good flight was observed from Sept. 30 through Oct. 
4, and the peak was reached on Oct. 24. The wave 
was over suddenly, the last being seen on Oct. 25 
(FSW). Black-throated Gray Warblers were seen 
near San Benito on Oct. 21 (CEH) and at Austin 
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on Nov. 7 (FSW). The latter observation is believed 
to be the fourth occurrence of this species in the 
Austin area since 1942. Audubon’s Warblers were 
again observed in the Rio Grande Valley, arriving 
Oct. 4 (LCG). Ten Audubon’s Warblers were re- 
ported at Beeville on Nov. 5 (AHG, DQ). The 
Black-throated Green Warbler migration moved 
through somewhat later than usual this year. At 
Cove it was observed from Oct. 24 to Nov. 1 (AKM). 
At Austin one was noted on Oct. 4, then a light wave 
passed on Oct. 24 and 25. A single bird was also 
seen on Oct. 31 and one on Nov. 21 (FSW). 
single Black-throated Green Warbler was seen at 
Rockport on Nov. 28 (RF). A wave of Canada War- 
blers passing through the San Benito area on Aug. 
22 was especially noteworthy (LCG). This species 
was not noted in the Houston area until Aug. 30 
(SGW) nor at Cove until Sept. 7 (AKM). 
Blackbirds, Orioles, and Tanagers—A. K. MacKay 
observed a single Bobolink at Cove on Sept. 20, this 
being his first fall observation of the species and the 
only one seen in the Region this fall. The Baltimore 
Oriole migration extended from Aug. 27 at LaPorte 
(JRS) to Oct. 17 at Cove (AKM). Peaks were 
Sept. 6 to Sept. 29 at Cove, Sept. 5 at Austin (FSW ) 


Sept. 12 at the Little Thicket Sanctuary near Ever- 
green (J. M. Heiser), and Sept. 7 at Rockport 
(CNH). In the lower Rio Grande Valley, Baltimore 


Orioles were rarely seen after Sept. 6 (LCG). The 
amazing total of about 300 Bullock's Orioles was 
seen at San Antonio on Aug. 18 (RF). Last seen 
dates were a single male near Austin on Sept. 13 
(FSW) and one at Beeville on Sept. 23 (AHG). 
A Summer Tanager seen at Cove on Oct. 26 was eight 
days later than in previous years. A Western Tanager, 
also at Cove, was observed on Oct. 2 (AKM). 
Finches and Sparrows.—The Dickcissel migration 
was heavy at Rockport, huge flights going through on 
Aug. 20 and Sept. 12 (CNH). At Cove the flight 
was continued until Oct. 20. In addition a single 
very late Dickcissel was found at Cove on Nov. 
15 (AKM). A Lesser Goldfinch was seen at Beeville 
on Oct. 29 (AHG). A flock of Lark Buntings mi- 
grating southeastward was seen near San Saba on 


Sept. 5 (SGW). A Savannah Sparrow seen at Cove 
on Sept. 20 was two weeks early (AKM). A Baird's 
Sparrow was seen on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge 
on Nov. 23 (LCG). The earliest Slate-colored Junco 


was found at College Station on Nov. 8 (KLD). 
Two Clay-colored Sparrows were observed at Houston 
on Oct. 23 (SGW). This species was uncommon in 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley this period compared 
with last year. White-crowned Sparrows were, for 
the most part, scarce. The earliest arrival was one at 
Cove on Oct. 25 (AKM). The species reached as far 
as the Lower Rio Grande Valley but only in limited 
numbers. The only concentration in the Region this 


period was found at Austin on Nov. 29 (FSW ).— 
LUTHER C. GOLDMAN, Laguna Atascosa National 
Wildlife Refuge, San Benito, Tex., and FRANK G. 


WATSON, 4110 Drummond St., Houston 25, Tex. 
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with the smallest number of observers, the greatest 
concentration of large waterfowl; and must depend 
on federal employees for information. The weather 
was unusually dry and warm this fall. Precipitation 
averaged one-half normal in a Region that is all semi- 
arid except for the tops of mountain ranges. This 
means almost no precipitation over much of the 
Region. An exception was Durango in southeastern 
Colorado where the rainfall was normal. In general, 
the migration was much later than usual with many 
very late dates. 

Waterfowl and Pelicans—Carl Jepson, the able 
naturalist of the Grand Teton National Park reports 
on the Trumpeter Swan nesting in the Elk Refuge 
in Jackson Hole near Jackson, Wyo. Incidentally, 
this is the easiest place in the United States to see 
these spectacular birds, as they can be nicely ob- 
served from the highway. In 1951 a pair started 
breeding there. They raised 2 cygnets. In 1952 
photographers upset the apple cart at the wrong 
time and no young were raised from the 5 eggs 
although 3 were fertile. This year 4 cygnets were 
reared successfully, the best record yet, to add to 
the steadily increasing numbers of this still very rare 
bird. 

A contender for the honor of the finest large 
waterfowl refuge in the United States is the great 
Bear River Refuge near Brigham, Utah, at the upper 
end of the Great Salt Lake. Its best competitors are 
the Klamath Basin and the Malheur Refuge, also 
within this Region; but, alas, no reports from them. 
At Bear River the migration compared favorably 
with that of last year. The high count was 10,000 
White Pelicans on August 30. Mid-September saw 
the high in Pintails at 400,000. Green-winged Teal 
concentrations reached 300,000 by the end of Septem- 
ber; Snow Geese reached 11,500 by November 1 and 
Whistling Swans were recorded at a top of 9500 
on Nov. 18. These reports come from Vanez Wilson 
who heads the men at Bear River. He has a warm 
welcome for visiting bird watchers. The Nampa, 
Idaho, Bird Club reported a high of 5000 Canada 
Geese on Nov. 11 and 160,000 Mallards were re- 
ported on the same date at Lake Lovell in the Deer 
Flat Game Refuge area in Western Idaho. 

A female Harlequin Duck with 3 young was 
found on the Dinwoody River at about 10,000 ft., 
3 miles below the glacier in the Bridger Wilderness 
area of the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming on 
Aug. 29 (OKS). 

Herons, Shorebirds and Gulls—Near Salt Lake 
City at Black Hawk Gun Club one Long-billed Cur- 
lew was seen by Evans on Sept. 14, a late date; 
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on the same day he also observed 2000 Lesser Yellow- 
legs, 2 immature Little Blue Herons, and 2 dead 
Golden Plover. Lockerbie reported an immature 
Sabine’s Gull on Oct. 8 near Salt Lake City, which is 
the third Utah record. 

Hawks.—Few notes of interest. Two Pigeon 
Hawks, Nampa Bird Club, Oct. 31; one at Salt 
Lake City, Nov. 11 (Lockerbie). A Peregrine Falcon 
at Casper, Sept. 20 (OKS). The large buteos and 
eagles were not reported in any numbers, giving 
credence to the feeling that these species are on a 
steady decline due probably to promiscuous shooting. 
The birds are not protected in the western states and 
their food (rabbits and small rodents) is increasing 
in spite of considerable expense and effort to the con- 
trary. Killpack reported about the same numbers of 
wintering Rough-legged Hawks as usual at Roosevelt, 
Utah. 

Owls.—Jepson reported that the Great Gray Owls 
continue to live near his home at Park Headquarters 
at Jackson Hole, Moose, Wyo. and are seen very 
frequently; they are noisiest in September. 

Goatsuckers through Starlings —A_ Poor-will has 
taken up residence at the home of T. A. Dewey in 
Salt Lake City as of Oct. 23. A Winter Wren was 
found at Grantsville, Utah, Oct. 14, by Lockerbie 
and another at Casper, Wyo. on Nov. 26 (OKS). 
Cafion Wrens were still present at Arches National 
Monument, Oct. 17 (Lockerbie). A late Hermit 
Thrush, Oct. 11, at Salt Lake City was found by 
Lockerbie, and one was at Casper, Wyo. the same 
date (OKS). Thompson saw 10,000 Mountain Blue- 
birds and 40,000 Am. Pipits near Gunnison, Utah 
on Oct. 12. The Common Starling is a fall and win- 
ter visitor in eastern Utah (Killpack at Roosevelt) 
and western Colorado (Carman at Grand Junction). 

Warblers—An Am. Redstart at Salt Lake City, 
Oct. 11 (Lockerbie), is the first report of this 
species in this area for 7 years. An Oven-bird was 
found in South Willow Canyon, Stansbury Range in 
arid western Utah on Oct. 14 (Lockerbie). On 
Oct. 24, in Salt Lake City, Guy Emerson and 
Lockerbie found a Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
hardly a western species of bird. The Black-capped 
and Virginia's Warblers were down in numbers in 
Durango where they are normally common, but Oppie 
Reames found her first Yellow-breasted Chat in 13 
years. The chat is a common breeding bird over much 
of the rest of this Region, however. In general the 
warbler migration was late and did not reach a peak 
until Sept. 21 in Durango (Reames). 

Grosbeaks and Sparrows.—Grand Junction (Edith 
Carman) was one of the few places reporting Even- 
ing Grosbeaks in normal numbers. They have been 
diminished to absent over much of the Region where 
they are normally seen at lower altitudes in the fall. 
The Nampa Bird Club (H. E. Shaw) had 700 White- 
crowned Sparrows on Nov. 26. A bird call has 
heen very successfully used by this group with these 
sparrows. Floyd Thompson reported large concen- 
trations of Sage and Vesper Sparrows at Cedar City 
in Southern Utah, Sept. 13. On Oct. 22 he had 6 
McCown’'s Longspur west of Ogden, Utah—Dnr. 
Oxiver K. Scott, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—Uninterruptedly warm, 
clear, and still weather prevailed, with minor dis- 
turbances about Oct. 22 and again on Nov. 20. The 
severe drought con- 
tinued. In southern 
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good if not better 
than usual. The pro- 
longed mild weather resulted in many migrants and 
breeding species remaining much later than usual, as 
well as in late nesting on the part of some birds. 

Loons through Cormorants.—A Common Loon was 
observed near Anthony, Dona Ana Co., N. Mex., Oct. 
13 (Mary Belle Keefer, Lena McBee). A Horned 
Grebe was seen on Havasu Lake, Havasu Lake Nat’l. 
Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., Oct. 27 and more than 
2100 Eared Grebes were present there on Nov. 20 
(GM). This was a great season for boobies in Ari- 
zona, where immatures of three species were found! 
A Blue-faced Booby alighted on dry ground at 
Phoenix, Ariz., near the 7th Street crossing of the 
Salt River, July 29; since its capture it has been kept 
at a private aviary, where it is still thriving. A Blue- 
footed Booby was taken on Havasu Lake, Sept. 19 
(GM, Alexander Sprunt IV), and at least 2 ‘more 
were seen there, Oct. 5. A (White-bellied) Brown 
Booby was taken on Havasu Lake, Sept. 5, and it is 
believed another was seen the same date (GM). There 
were no unusual climatic conditions to account for 
these appearances. The specimens are, in each case, 
the first of their kind collected in Arizona. There 
was a rash of reports of Double-crested Cormorants 
away from their usual haunts, the more unusual of 
them being: 50 or more alighting on a busy highway 
at a quiet moment, about 9 miles west of Mohawk, 
Yuma Co., Ariz., Oct. 9 (Mr. & Mrs. Erle D. Mor- 
ton); 1 shot near Benson, Ariz., Oct. 18 (L. L. 
Hargrave); and 1 found at Granite Dells, near Pres- 
cott, Ariz., Nov. 8 (Eleanor Pugh). 

Herons and Storks—Nine Snowy Egrets were seen 
at Lake Mary, near Flagstaff, Ariz., Oct. 13 (EP). 
A Little Blue Heron was noted on the Bosque del 
Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., Aug. 17 
and 20; and 2, Sept. 8 (Raymond Fleetwood). Late 
Green Heron records were: 1 on the West Fork of 
Oak Creek Canyon, Ariz., Nov. 1 (EP); 2 below 
Granite Reef Dam on the Salt River, Ariz., Nov. 22 
(R. Roy Johnson, James Simpson); and 1 at Parker, 
Ariz., still present on Nov. 30 (GM). An unusually 
early Am. Bittern was observed in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Havasu Lake Refuge, Ariz., Aug. 24 (GM). 
Two Wood Ibis were observed on the Bosque Refuge. 
Aug. 21 (RF). 

Waterfowl—Waterfowl populations were not 
much changed from recent years, except that the 
usual early and heavy flight of Pintails along the 
lower Colorado River failed to develop in late 
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August and early September. The pair of Black-bellied 
Tree-ducks mentioned in the previous report stayed 
at Hereford, Ariz. until Sept. 9 at least (Mrs. A. H. 
Thompson). A flock of 6 Mexican Ducks was ob- 
served in the White Mts., Ariz., just inside the 
Apache Nat'l. Forest, Sept. 4 (Allan R. Phillips). 
Eight or more Wood Ducks were present on the 
Bosque Refuge, Nov. 20 (RF). A Ring-necked Duck 
was found at Love Lake, east of Shumway, Ariz., 
Sept. 3 (A. J. & L. Levine, ARP). A Buffle-head was 
seen as early as Oct. 13 on Lake Mary (EP). An 
Old-squaw was taken on the Bill Williams Arm of 
Havasu Lake, Nov. 10, and a Surf Scoter was noted 
on the upper part of the lake, Nov. 20 (GM). 

Hawks.—A flock of 84 Swainson’s Hawks was’‘seen 
in an alfalfa field along State Hwy. 84, just east of 
Picacho Peak, Pinal Co., Ariz., Aug. 29 (GM), and 
a similar gathering of about 60 was found near 
Paulden, in the Chino Valley, Yavapai Co., Ariz., Oct. 
9 (EP). A Zone-tailed Hawk was observed on the 
South Rim of the Grand Canyon, Ariz., Sept. 6 (R. 
W. Dickerman), and 1 was seen at Quitobaquito, 
Organ Pipe Cactus Nat'l. Monument, Ariz., Sept. 
17 (Bert Harwell, AS). A Mexican Black Hawk was 
noted at Granite Dells, Sept. 24 (Heidi McLernon), 
and 1 was seen near Mayer, Ariz., Oct. 4 (EP). Two 
Audubon’s Caracaras were observed 14 miles west 
of Gila Bend, Ariz., Nov. 5 (Robert M. Mengel). 

Rails and Coots—A Virginia Rail was found at a 
slough 214 miles east of the confluence of the Salt 
and Gila Rivers, Ariz., Aug. 22 (RWD). About 
34,000 Am. Coots were present at the end of the 
period on Havasu Lake Refuge, more than double 
the largest number ever seen there before (GM). 

Shorebirds A Ruddy Turnstone was seen at 
Havasu Landing, Calif., on Havasu Lake, Aug. 21, 
and 2 Hudsonian Curlews were noted at Topock, 
Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Refuge, Sept. 14 (GM). 
Red-backed Sandpipers were reported as follows: one 
2 miles southwest of Willcox, Ariz., Sept. 10 (BH, 
AS); one near Peoria, Ariz., Oct. 11 (RRJ); and 
2 at Tornillo Lakes, about 50 miles east of El Paso, 
Tex., Nov. 22 (El Paso Bird Club). A Red Phalarope 
was found in the Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 25 (GM). 

Jaegers and Gulls—An immature Parasitic or Long- 
tailed Jaeger was taken on Havasu Lake, Sept. 19 
(GM, AS). Four Ring-billed Gulls were noted at 
Granite Dells, Nov. 8 (EP). 

Pigeons through Hummingbirds —A _ Band-tailed 
Pigeon was found at Peoria, Nov. 8 (RRJ). Single 
White-winged Doves lingered at Parker until Oct. 
10 (GM), and at Peoria until Oct. 11 (RRJ), while 
one was seen near Tubac, Ariz., Oct. 27 (Fred V. 
Hebard). Two Ground Doves were seen in Boulder 
City, Nev., Oct. 16 (Russell K. Grater), and 2 were 
seen at Topock, the same day! (GM). Two young 
Inca Doves left the nest at Tucson, Ariz., Nov. 4, 
a very late date (ARP). A Whip-poor-will was dis- 
covered at Anthony, N. Mex., Aug. 30 (J. & F. 
Camp, A. L. Felkel), and one was found in Tucson, 
Oct. 6 (J. T. Marshall, Jr.). Six Lesser Nighthawks 
were still present at Topock, Oct. 28 (GM). A male 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird was seen in El Paso, 
Aug. 21 and 22 (Fred Cornelius). A Rufous Hum- 
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mingbird was lingering at Phoenix, Oct. 17 (A. §, 
Margolin, ARP). An adult male Broad-billed Hum. 
mingbird was noted at Quitobaquito, Sept. 17 (BH, 
AS). 

Woodpeckers—aAn Acorn Woodpecker was seen 
near Anthony, Oct. 25 (R. W. Ficken, e¢ al.), and 
again, Nov. 26 (LM). Lewis's Woodpeckers were 
present at Prescott from Oct. 26 on (HM), and one 
was seen in the Bill Williams Delta, Nov. 10 (GM). 
A Yellow-beliied Sapsucker had already arrived at 
El Paso, Sept. 4 (LM). A Downy Woodpecker was 
seen below the Snow Bowl, San Francisco Peaks, 
Ariz., Sept. 7 (RWD). An Arizona Woodpecker was 
seen near Tucson, Nov. 1 to 4 (Tucson Bird Club, 
ARP). 

Flycatchers.—Six Eastern Kingbirds were seen near 
Las Cruces, N. Mex., Sept. 17 (R. C. Brummett), 
and a late one was observed at the Bosque Refuge, 
Oct. 9 (T. L. Davis). A Tropical Kingbird was found 
at Pomerene, in the San Pedro Valley, Ariz., Sept. 
11 (LLH, ARP). A very late Western Kingbird was 
noted at Topock, Oct. 29 (GM, HM). Two Cassin’s 
Kingbirds were observed just above the mouth of the 
Salt River, Sept. 20 (RWD), and one was noted a 
few miles below Parker Dam, California side of the 
Colorado River, Oct. 5 (RF, GM). An Eastern Phoebe 
was seen at Anthony, Oct. 13 (MBK, LM), and one 
was found near Granados, Sonora, Mexico, Nov. 18 
(ARP). A Black Phoebe was observed at Granite 
Dells, Nov. 19 (HM). At least one Wright's Fly- 
catcher was present near Tucson, Nov. 4 (ARP). A 
Vermilion Flycatcher was noted at the Bosque Refuge, 
Oct. 12 (RF). 

Bushtits through Creepers —Common Bushtits were 
reported as unusually common on the South Rim of 
the Grand Canyon (H. C. Bryant). A flight of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches seemed to have developed, as 
the following records attest: at least one off breeding 
areas in the Santa Catalina Mts., Ariz., Sept. 25 
(ARP) and 27 (JTM); one in the Patagonia Mts., 
Ariz., Sept. 27 (Lena Marvin, Mary Jane Nichols); 
one at Boulder City, Sept. 28 (RKG); one on Mt. 
Union, near Prescott, Sept. 29 (HM); 2 in the upper 
Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., Oct. 4 (JTM); one on the 
Bosque Refuge, Oct. 9 and 23 (RF); one in the Bill 
Williams Delta, Oct. 30 (GM); and one at Coon’s 
Bluff, near Granite Reef Dam, Nov. 22 (RRJ, JS). 
About 100 Pygmy Nuthatches have been visitants at 
El Paso since Sept. 3 (LM). A Brown Creeper was 
found at Anthony, Aug. 30 (Harriet McGuire), and 
another was seen near Granite Reef Dam, Nov. 22 
(RRJ, JS). 

Wrens and Thrashers— A Winter Wren was 
taken at Parker, Nov. 1 (GM). At least 9 Long- 
billed Marsh Wrens were found at a slough near 
Palo Verde, Maricopa Co., Ariz., Aug. 23 (RWD). 
Two Catbirds were seen at Anthony, Oct. 11 and 14 
(EPBC). Several Brown Thrasher records were ob- 
tained: seen at 3 localities in El Paso from Oct. 5 
to 15 (EPBC); one at the Bosque Refuge, Oct. 9 
(TLD); one at Willow Springs in the southwest 
corner of the Bosque Refuge, Oct. 16 (TLD, RF); 
one at Reserve, N. Mex., Nov. 15 (Mary Orr); and 
one at Hudsabas, Sonora, Mexico, Nov. 15 (ARP). 
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Thrushes through Starlings—An Am. Robin was 
seen at Parker, Aug. 16 (GM). A Varied Thrush 
was found in the Hidden Forest of the Sheep 
Mts., Nev., Oct. 10 (Clarence Cottam, D. I. Rasmus- 
sen). Hermit and Olive-backed Thrushes were much 
more common than usual at El Paso (LM). The lat- 
ter was seen at Parker, Sept. 20 (GM, AS); at 
Tucson, Sept. 24, 29 and 30 (ARP); in the Santa 
Catalina Mts., Sept. 27 (JTM); in the Santa Rita 
Mts., Oct. 4 (JTM); and at Hereford, Nov. 9 
(ARP). Western and Mountain Bluebirds were gen- 
erally reported as common in the lowlands in Octo- 
ber and during November; the latter was reported 
as extraordinarily common on the South Rim of the 
Grand Canyon (HCB). A Golden-crowned Kinglet 
was seen at El Paso, Oct. 20 (MBK), one was found 
at Boulder City, Oct. 23 (RKG), and a flock of 8 
was present at the west base of Mount Elden, near 
Flagstaff, Nov. 22 and 29 (EP). A Sprague’s Pipit 
was observed at Wikieup, Ariz., Oct. 18 (ARP). A 
Phainopepla was seen at Prescott as late as Oct. 20 
(HM), and one was noted at Sedona, Coconino Co., 
Ariz., Oct. 27 (Mr. & Mrs. D. Rigby). Five or 6 
Common Starlings were found southeast of Phoenix 
on the unusual dates of Sept. 23 and 24 (RWD, 
RRJ). Elsewhere their appearance gave no indication 
of any general increase. They were reported from 
Boulder City and Tucson in November. 

Vireos.—This was definitely an unusual season for 
Vireos. A Hutton’s Vireo was observed at El Paso, 
Oct. 16 to Nov. 9 (J. Wooldridge), and one was 
taken in the Bill Williams Delta, Nov. 24 (GM). 
A Yellow-throated Vireo was found at Anthony, 
Aug. 30 (ALF), a first record for New Mexico, and 
one was taken in the Bill Williams Delta, Oct. 10 
(GM). A Solitary Vireo was present at El Paso, Nov. 
1 (LM, MBK), and one was seen at Parker, Nov. 
29 (GM). A Philadelphia Vireo was taken at 
Tucson, Oct. 7 (ARP). A Warbling Vireo at Wikie- 
up, Oct. 18, was very late (ARP). 

Wood Warblers—There was a rash of unusual 
warbler records, also. A Black and White Warbler 
was seen at Parker, Sept. 20 (BH, GM, AS) and 
Sept. 27 (GM). A Prothonotary Warbler, first 
New Mexico record, was found on the Bosque Refuge, 
Sept. 25 (RF). Two very late Nashville Warblers 
were seen at Sullivan’s Lake in the Chino Valley, 
Ariz., Oct. 9 (EP). A Parula Warbler was observed 
near Tucson, Sept. 16 (ARP). A wintering Yellow 
Warbler was noted at Parker, Nov. 22 and 29 (GM), 
and one was scen near Granados, Nov. 19 (ARP). 
Black-throated Blue Warblers were noted at Ra- 
dium Springs, N. Mex. Sept. 20 (LM), and at 
Boulder City, Oct. 3 to 30 (RKG, Nora Poyser, et 
al.). An Audubon’s Warbler was noted at Parker, 
Aug. 23 (GM). Black-throated Gray and Townsend's 
Warblers lingered unusually late at all points. A 
Black-throated Green Warbler was seen at Parker, 
Oct. 18; one was found in Tucson, Nov. 1 (ARP); 
and a third was seen at Hudsabas Nov. 15 (ARP). 
An unusual number of Hermit Warblers were re- 
corded in the lowlands: 2 in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Sept. 11, and one, Sept. 25 (GM); one near Tucson, 
Sept. 16, also one or 2, Oct. 3 (ARP); one in Tucson, 


Sept. 20 (ARP); and one near Havasu Landing, 
Sept. 19 (GM, AS). A Northern Water-thrush was 
found on the west slope of the Mazatzal Mts., Ariz., 
Sept. 7 (RWD), and one was seen in E] Paso, Sept. 
27 (EPBC). A Louisiana Water-thrush was dis- 
covered southwest of Nogales, Mex., on or about Nov. 
26 (JTM). A Macgillivray’s Warbler at Lake Mary, 
Oct. 13, was very late (EP). A Common Yellow- 
throat was seen near Las Cruces, Nov. 26 (RCB). A 
Red-faced Warbler was noted near Greer, Ariz., Aug. 
14 to 21 (RRJ), and one was seen at the Snow Bowl, 
San Francisco Peaks, Aug. 22 (Lorin Haury). Single 
Black-capped Warblers remained at Lake Mary to 
Oct. 13 (EP); at Parker to Oct. 18 (GM); and near 
Wikieup to Oct. 18 (ARP). Am. Redstarts put in a 
number of appearances: one at El Paso from Sept. 4 to 
Oct. 25 (LM); one at Parker, Sept. 7 (GM); one 
at Beal, below Needles, Calif., Sept. 9 (GM); one 
on the Bosque Refuge, Sept. 17 (RF); one near 
Tucson, Sept. 21 (ARP); and one at Boulder City, 
Sept. 28 (RKG). A Painted Redstart was present at 
El Paso from Oct. 7 to 15 (JW, ef al.). 

Tanagers.—Late Western Tanagers were one at 
Flagstaff, Oct. 1 (EP); about 4 near Tucson, Oct. 
3, and 2 or 3 there, Oct. 7 (ARP); and 2 in the Bill 
Williams Delta, Oct. 10 (GM). A Scarlet Tanager 
was found near Hudsabas, Nov. 26 (ARP). An 
Hepatic Tanager still lingered at Flagstaff, Oct. 1 
(EP). Five Summer Tanagers were seen at Tucson, 
Oct. 7 (ARP), and one was still in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Oct. 10 (GM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A Pyrrhuloxia was’ seen 
on the Bosque Refuge, Oct. 8 (RF). A Dickcissel was 
found at Fairbank, Ariz., Sept. 10, and there were at 
least 5 near Tucson, Sept. 16 (ARP); 2 were seen 
on the Bosque Refuge, Oct. 8 (TLD, RF). Eighteen 
Evening Grosbeaks were feeding on buckthorn berries 
in Oak Creek Canyon, Aug. 23 (EP); a flock of 6 
was seen on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon, 
Aug. 27 (Cornelia Erdman); a few were seen near 
Flagstaff throughout September (EP); and about 20 
were noted in oaks at Prescott, Nov. 11 (HM). Five 
Purple Finches were seen at Topock, Oct. 29, and 
they were found in small numbers in late November 
(GM). Pine Siskins were generally common in the 
lowlands after early October. A flight of Lawrence's 
Goldfinches to central and southern Ariz. developed, 
with records after Oct. 3 at Tucson, Peoria, Wikieup, 
Hereford, and in Sonora (ARP, RRJ). Five Red 
Crossbills were seen at Parker, Aug. 23; the one 
taken proved to be of the race sitkensis! (GM). 
Spotted Towhees were reported unusually uncommon 
at Flagstaff (EP) and Prescott (HM). Three Abert’s 
Towhees were seen at Boulder City, Sept. 27 (NP), 
a new locality for them. A Grasshopper Sparrow was 
found in the Bill Williams Delta, Nov. 10 (GM). 
Seven or more Clay-colored Sparrows were observed 
in the Hereford area, Sept. 10 (LLH, ARP). Two 
White-crowned Sparrows at Topock, Sept. 10, were 
unusually early (Bruce Harris, GM). A White- 
throated Sparrow was seen at Hereford, Nov. 10 
(ARP); 2 were seen at Granados, Nov. 17 (ARP); 
and one was found at Parker, Nov. 29 (GM). Two 
Swamp Sparrows were seen at Hereford, Nov. 10 
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(ARP). Four Chestnut-collared Longspurs were 
observed in the Bill Williams Delta, Oct. 10, 
and 2 were still present there, Nov. 10 (GM).— 
GALE Monson, Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge. 
Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—August 
and September were generally warmer and drier than 
normal, but much overcast, with heavy rain the last 
four days of September. Oc- 
tober and November were 
warm, but wetter than nor- 
mal, with some high winds. 

Loons, Grebes. Common 
came to the Blaine, 
Wash. area, Sept. 5, and the 
Red-throated, Sept. 10 (Lu- 
cile H. Kline). Arctic Loons 
(5) were at Victoria, B. C., 
Oct. 20 (C. J. Guiguet). 
Two in summer plumage 
were seen at Kingston, Kit- 
sap. GCo.,. Wash., Oct. 11 
(Zella M. Schultz). Red- 
necked Grebes came to Vic- 
toria and to Birch Bay, near Blaine, Aug. 23 (nu- 
merous at Blaine, Sept. 10). Horned Grebes came to 
Bellingham Bay, Wash., Aug. 27 (Edward Hansen 
& Chris Nelson), and to Blaine, Aug. 31 (LHK). 
Eared Grebes, never common on Puget Sound, were 
identified at Kingston, Seattle, and on Lake Washing- 
ton (ZMS). Western Grebes were first seen at Vic- 
toria, Aug. 15, with about 400 on Sept. 14 (ARD). 
They arrived at Blaine, Aug. 31, and increased to 
450+ by Oct. 12. More than 600 were around Eliza 
Island, off Bellingham Bay from Oct. 31 to the end 
of the period (EH, CN). 

Pelicans through Herons —A White Pelican at 
Blaine, Sept. 25, was rare (LHK). Pelagic Cormorants 
were numerous around Victoria, Oct. 1; Double- 
crested were reported, Nov. 1, but no Brandt’s had 
been seen for months (CJG). The Double-crested 
came to Blaine, Nov. 13 (LHK), and to Bellevue, 
Wash., Nov. 21 (Walter M. Hagenstein). An (An- 
thony’s) Green Heron was seen near Bellevue, Oct. 
4 (WMH), and again, Oct. 19 (Vivian Thorne). 

Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans (17) were in 
Comox Bay, B. C. in mid-November (Theed Pearse) ; 
24 passed over Victoria, Oct. 30 (ARD). They were 
at Blaine (6), Nov. 13, and 16 flew over Bellevue, 
Nov. 16 (W. H. Ransom). Canada Geese were few 
at Comox; White-fronted passed through in average 
numbers in October. Canada and White-fronted Geese 
were seen in flight east of Victoria the last week in 
August (CJG). The first Canadas (16) came to 
Blaine, Oct. 10; the last (about 250) were seen, Oct. 
29. Four were at Bellevue, Sept. 16 (WMH); 16 
on Oct. 19 (VT), and 7 on Nov. 30. A flight over 
Seattle was noted, Nov. 1 (Violet E. Cannon). 
White-fronts (6) were at Bellevue, Oct. 18. Con- 
siderable numbers of (Cackling) Canada Geese (un- 
common) came to the Skagit River flats, Oct. 30, 
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ahead of a storm (Maury Rider). Six Cacklers were 
shot on Chain Island, off SE Vancouver Island, the 
first day of hunting. The only report of Black Brant 
was from Blaine, where 8 were seen, Sept. 10. Many 
Snow Geese were reported for various places near 
Comox. Stormy weather may have driven them in, as 
they are seldom seen except in flight. Fifteen were 
there, Nov. 30 (TP). Snow Geese (about 250) were 
at Blaine, Oct. 22. The first flight over Seattle was 
reported on Oct. 18 (an estimated 150). One adult 
and 12 immatures were at Bellevue, Oct. 19—Nov. 25 

Ducks.—There was a big concentration of ducks at 
Comox in mid-October, which tapered off at the end 
of the period. A field of grain, blown down in 
August, may have been an attraction. Am. Widgeon 
were in large numbers, but Pintail were in the ma- 
jority. Am. Widgeon are now more numerous at 
Comox in early autumn than are Mallards. Several 
large flocks of Mallards, Am. Widgeon and Pintail 
went through the Victoria area daily from Aug. 15 
to 31 (CJG). In the Nanaimo, B. C. area, Nov. 7 
to 8, continual flights of Mallards were seen, with 
a few Pintail and Am. Widgeon (CJG). Am 
Widgeon were seen at Copalis Beach, Wash., Sept 
8 (ZMS). At Blaine, Aug. 28, about 300 Pintails 
were seen, Oct. 20. A big flock of Pintails was seen 
on tide-flats near Anacortes, Wash., Sept. 11 (VT). 
Ransom thought ducks were about one-third as nu- 
merous at the mouth of the Snohomish River, Oct 
17, as in 1952, with Mallards more common, but 
Am. Widgeon less so. The first Gadwalls reached 
Seattle, Aug. 30 (ZMS). Shovellers arrived at Vic- 
toria, Aug. 18, and at Seattle, Oct. 3. Ring-necked 
Ducks (20 imm.), and Am. Golden-eyes were seen 
at Blaine, Sept. 10. Two Lesser Scaup (uncommon) 
were shot at Comox. Both species of golden-eyes were 
about normal. Scaup began appearing in numbers at 
Victoria, Oct. 1; Am. Golden-eyes were not seen un- 
til Nov. 1 (CJG). Greater Scaup came to Blaine, 
Oct. 28. At Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., 14 were seen 
in eclipse plumage, Sept. 27 (ZMS). Buffle-heads 
arrived at Victoria, Oct. 23 (ARD) ; were in numbers, 
Nov. 1 (CJG). Old-squaws came in, Oct. 20. The 
first Buffle-heads were at Blaine, Oct. 31. Harlequin 
Ducks were numerous, and moulting, at Victoria, 
July 1. Males were flightless from Aug. 15 to 31, but 
were in full plumage, Nov. 1. Nearly 2000 scoters 
were off Denman Island Spit, SE of Comox, Aug. 
8, an assembling place for moulting White-winged 
males. Surf and White-winged Scoters were numerous 
off SE Vancouver Island, Oct. 1. The first Hooded 
Mergansers were seen at Victoria, Sept. 1; and at 
Bellevue, Oct. 3. Red-breasted Mergansers were noted 
at Blaine, Sept. 25, and at Victoria, Oct. 3. Over 50 
Am. Mergansers were seen at Kingston, Wash., Oct 
11 (ZMS). 

Vultures and Hawks —Turkey Vultures (5) were 
seen at Victoria, B. C., Sept. 22 (ARD). They were 
last seen at Bellingham Bay, Wash. Oct. 21 (EH. 
CN). What passes for a migration of hawks on the 
west occurred at Victoria, Sept. 15 to 31; 
mainly Sharp-shinned, but many reports of single 
Goshawks, Red-tailed, and Cooper's, with 3 Marsh, 
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6 Pigeon, and one Peregrine. There is no marked 
movement of hawks, such as on the east coast. 

Grouse, Cranes—Blue Grouse took a beating from 
hunters at Comox, B. C.; over 5000 were shot. Ruffed 
Grouse seemed to be on the increase, however. Pearse 
saw 3 Sandhill Cranes. Others were reported, with 
an estimated 35 at Northey Lake (Heinrich fide 
Pearse ). 

Shorebirds —The migration at Comox was normal 
for the common species. There were possibly more 
Black-bellied Plover, Sanderlings and Lesser Yellow- 
legs. Dowitchers were scarce early in the season, but 
remained unusually long. Two Dowitchers shot in 
November for snipe were of the race scolopaceus, 
according to H. M. Laing (TP). Two Snowy Plover 
were collected at Copalis Beach, Sept. 9 (ZMS). At 
Victoria, the migration seemed to be in full swing 
earlier than usual. Birds returned in July and the 
first part of August: July 16, one Ringed Plover, 
hundreds of Northern Phalaropes, Western and Least 
Sandpipers, Long-billed Dowitchers, Greater Yellow- 
legs (most on July 28); Black Turnstones, Wander- 
ing Tattlers and Surf-birds, July 14; Spotted Sand- 
pipers, July 27; Sanderling, Aug. 8; Ruddy Turn- 
stones, Aug. 10; one Baird’s Sandpiper, Aug. 14; 
one Pectoral, Sept. 1 (only one seen); Red-backed, 
Oct. 9; Rock, Nov. 4, and Black-bellied Plover, Nov. 
29 (ARD, CJG, J. O. Clay). At Blaine, Wash., the 
peak for Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs and Least 
Sandpipers was Aug. 30; for Western Sandpipers, 
Sept. 10; Black Turnstones, Oct. 29; and Red-backed 
Sandpipers (500+), Oct. 28. Surf-birds and Black 
Turnstones were seen at Viti Rocks, off Bellingham 
Bay, July 22, and at nearby Eliza Island, Wash., 
Baird’s Sandpipers (rare migrant) were seen (2 to 
3 daily) from Aug. 5 to 14 (R. E. Phillips). 
Dowitchers (6) and Least Sandpipers (3) were seen 
in Union Bay marsh, Lake Washington, July 11 
(ZMS). Lesser Yellow-legs were at Seattle, Aug. 15 
to Oct. 9; Pectoral Sandpipers, Aug. 30; Greater 
Yellow-legs and Northern Phalaropes left, Sept. 26; 
Sanderlings were still present, Nov. 30 (VEC, RMB). 
At Copalis Beach, Wash., Sept. 8 to 10, there were 
one Red-backed Sandpiper (early), several Baird's, 
several flocks (20 to 30) of Semipalmated, and a 
flock of 200 to 300 Black-bellied Plovers (ZMS). 
Phillips had a good look at a Red Knot (rare mi- 
grant) at Newport, Ore., Sept. 27, among a large 
flock of Sanderlings. 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—Parasitic Jaegers (15 to 
20) were north of Victoria, Oct. 20; 3 adults and 
1 “juv.” were collected (CJG). Three were at Eliza 
Island, where they are uncommon, Oct. 26. An un- 
common Pomarine Jaeger was seen at Harper, Kit- 
sap Co., Wash., Sept. 27 (ZMS). Young gulls of 
all species were few at Comox. First year Bonaparte’s 
appeared, Aug. 6. There was a late migration in mid- 
November. Of 125 counted passing in small lots, 
only 2 were young birds (TP). Bonaparte’s Gulls 
were at Blaine in numbers, Aug. 30. They were first 
seen at Seattle, Sept. 5 (RMB). Young Glaucous- 
winged Gulls were at Victoria in numbers, Aug. 15; 
many birds banded in summer on channel islands were 





seen on the waterfront. Glaucous-winged, Short-billed 
and Bonaparte’s Gulls were numerous off SE Van- 
couver Island, Oct. 1, and 15 Heermann’s Gulls were 
counted (CJG). Short-billed Gulls (24) came to 
Blaine, Nov. 17. One immature Ring-billed Gull was 
seen on San Juan Island, Wash., July 25 (early) 
(ZMS). About 30 Heermann’s Gulls were seen at 
Whidby Island, Sept. 11 (VT). Common Terns 
(200+) were at Birch Bay, Aug. 23 (ZMS) to Oct. 
2 (6) (LHK). They were first seen at Seattle (4), 
Sept. 1 (RMB). 

Alcids—Common Murres were plentiful off SE 
Vancouver Island, Aug. 15 to 31. Some very small 
young seemed to be flightless. Young Marbled Murre- 
lets and Pigeon Guillemots were numerous, and a 
few Rhinoceros Auklets and Tufted Puffins were seen. 
By Oct. 1, Common Murres, Marbled Murrelets and 
Pigeon Guillemots were less numerous, but still 
plentiful. Two Cassin’s, one Rhinoceros, and 2 An- 
cient Auklets (the latter early) were seen, Nov. 1 
to 3, in heavy westerly winds (CJG). About 300 
Common Murres were at Eliza Island by Aug. 29; 
250+ was the peak for Marbled Murrelets on Sept. 
5 (REP, EH, CN). Rhinoceros Auklets seemed to be 
much more plentiful than usual on Lower Puget 
Sound and the Washington ocean coast the first part 
of September. In contrast, there were few Common 
Murres. Numerous young Rhinoceros Auklets, and a 
few Tufted Puffins were dead and dying on Copalis 
Beach, Sept. 8 to 10 (ZMS). 

Pigeons through Humminghirds.—Large flocks of 
Band-tailed Pigeons (over 100) were noted in flight 
north of Victoria, Oct. 2 (CJG). They were last 
seen at Blaine, Sept. 12. Short-eared Owls, once 
regular migrants at Comox, were rare. One was seen, 
Nov. 15 (Guthrie) and 3 others reported. The last 
Common Nighthawks at Victoria were seen, Sept. 
19; they were few again this year (ARD). They left 
Blaine, Aug. 16, and Seattle, Sept. 20. Last Vaux’'s 
Swifts were at Victoria, Sept. 8; Black Swifts were 
migrating, Sept. 28 (ARD). There was a migrating 
group of Vaux's and Black Swifts at Kingston, Wash., 
Sept. 24 (VEC). The Vaux’s were last seen at Blaine, 
Sept. 7. Most Rufous Hummingbirds left the central 
part of the Region the last of August; an occasional 
bird was seen until October. 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Bushtits—Western  Fly- 
catchers and Western Wood Pewees left Victoria, 
Sept. 4 (ARD) and were last seen at Bellevue, Sept. 
13 (WMH). Olive-sided Flycatchers left Blaine, Aug. 
13, and the Traill’s, Oct. 3. The Olive-sided was last 
seen at Seattle, Sept. 5, and the Traill’s, Sept. 9. All 
summering swallows left Comox by the end of 
August. Most local nesting Violet-green Swallows had 
gone from Victoria by Aug. 22. The last Barn Swal- 
low was seen at Victoria, Sept. 24; and at Blaine, 
Sept. 26 (41 imm. passed through, Sept. 24). Cliff 
Swallows left Blaine, Aug. 25, and Violet-greens, 
Oct. 2. A large flock of Violet-greens (100 to 200) 
were at Harper, Wash., Sept. 27, with a storm just 
coming in (ZMS). Rough-winged Swallows left 
Bellevue, Aug. 27; Tree, Sept. 16; Violet-green, Oct. 
1; Barn, Oct. 4. Purple Martins were last reported 
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at Seattle, Sept. 8 (VEC), and at Bellevue, Sept. 13 
(WMH). Guthrie reported a flock of about 30 Com- 
mon Bushtits at Comox in October (fide Pearse). 
The species is apparently moving north on Vancouver 
Island, from its invasion focus near Victoria. 

Thrushes through Tanagers—Many Am. Robins 
were moving through Seattle and Longview, Wash., 
during the last half of November (ZMS, ABL). 
Olive-backed Thrushes left Blaine cn Sept. 8, and 
Seattle on Sept. 24. The peak of migration for Water 
Pipits at Victoria was mid-September (in fair num- 
bers); at Blaine, Sept. 27, and at Seattle, Sept. 21. 
Solitary and Red-eyed Vireos moved through the 
Region the first two weeks in September; Orange- 
crowned and Yellow Warblers dribbled through all 
during September; Audubon’s and Macgillivray’s 
from mid-August to the first part of September. Black- 
throated Grays left Blaine, Aug. 16, and Seattle, Sept. 
24. A Yellow-breasted Chat (uncommon) was at 
Blaine, Aug. 28. One was singing at Bellevue, Sept. 
24 (WMH). A male and 2 immature Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds (rare on west side) were seen 
near Marietta, Whatcom Co., Wash., Aug. 10 (REP). 
Western Tanagers left Seattle, Sept. 12 (RMB). 

Finches and Sparrows.—The last Black-headed 
Grosbeak was seen at Blaine, Sept. 2; and at Seattle, 
Sept. 6. A flock of 12 House Finches at Seattle, Aug. 
30, had no adult males (ZMS). Very large flocks of 
Pine Siskins were reported by most observers. The 
migration of sparrows at Comox was very poor; but 
juncos showed up well. Savannah Sparrows went 
through Victoria in goodly numbers, with the peak in 
mid-September. The first northern-breeding Savannahs 
were at Seattle, Aug. 30 (ZMS). Chipping Sparrows 
were moving at Victoria, in company of warblers, 
Aug. 12, and were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 6. 
White-crowned Sparrows left Victoria, Oct. 10; 
Blaine, Oct. 21; Seattle, Oct. 11; and Longview, Oct. 
5. Golden-crowned Sparrows passed through Victoria 
(over 200), Oct. 11. A fair number now winter there 
regularly (ARD). The first Fox Sparrows came to 
Victoria, Sept. 8; to Seattle, Sept. 14; and to Blaine, 
Oct. 25. The first transient Lincoln’s Sparrows were 
at Victoria, Sept. 10. They were at Seattle from Aug. 
30 to Sept. 23 (ZMS, VEC); and were noted at 
Bellevue, Oct. 4 (WMH).—MaArTHA R. FLAHAUT 
AND ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum. 
University of Washington, Seattle. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The Re- 
gion as a whole experienced a warm, dry season with 
rainfall below normal well into November, except on 
the north coast where early rains contributed to a 
total that was almost twice the normal amount by 
the end of the period. 

Waterfowl, which created a crop damage problem 
Jast year by early arrival in large numbers on the 
wintering grounds, were late accumulating, at least 
in coastal areas, this year. More than the usual num- 
ber of rare species, both migrants from the north and 
vagrants from the east and south, were reported. 
Presence of White-winged Doves and an American 
Magpie in the Region, together with other species 


38 


, seen in the 





| Sierra Nevadas, 
suggests the 
possibility of 
; a considerable 
transmountain 
movement. 
Grebes through 
Petlitvdas, — 
Horned Grebes 
. appeared early 
we '\. at Berkeley 
na , where Joseph 
ae Kittredge saw 
a | Sa 2on Sept. 3 
2, and at Moss 
a Landing where 


. 
Barerstiela 











a Charles and 

Viola Anderson 
saw 2 on Sept. 25. Mrs. Junea W. Kelly found 
them more widely distributed than usual in the 
San Francisco Bay area. While on a boat trip off 
Monterey on Sept. 26 Robert Smart from Massa- 
chusetts saw about 1200 Sooty Shearwaters and 800 
Pink-footed Shearwaters. In the same area Laidlaw O. 
Williams found an Ashy Petrel on Nov. 19, a late 
date; and Black Petrels, one and 2 together, several 
times on Sept. 19 but none on Oct. 28 or Nov. 19. 
Smart saw one of the latter species off Point Lobos, 
Sept. 27. At Dumbarton Bridge on San Francisco 
Bay, White Pelicans increased from about 200 on 
Aug. 9 (C. L. Sleeper) to about 600, Oct. 10 
(Howard L. Cogswell). There were 7 at the mouth 
of the Salinas River on Nov. 25 and 27 (CA, VA) 
but none were found at the Los Banos Refuge on 
Nov. 22 (CA, VA) or Dec. 2 (Mr. and Mrs. G. P. 
Lamont). 

Herons, Egrets, Ibis —Green Herons were recorded 
twice in November; one at Tilden Park, Berkeley, 
Nov. 1 (JK) and one at Natural Bridges Beach near 
Santa Cruz, Nov. 11 (Ken Legg). Wm. K. Kirsher 
found Am. Egrets noticeably scarce in the vicinity of 
Sacramento and attributed it to the widespread poison- 
ing of fish. An immature White-faced Ibis was seen 
at Moss Landing on Aug. 14 and repeatedly to Nov. 
29 (CA, VA). 

Ducks.—Am. Widgeon were the only ducks noted 
earlier than normal, with the first 2 on San Leandro 
Bay marshes, Aug. 30 (HLC) and present in small 
numbers through September at Berkeley. One Euro- 
pean Widgeon was found at Fleishacker Zoo, San 
Francisco, on Nov. 1 by Henry Wagner and seen 
by A. Lawrence Curl and others through Nov. 29. 
The 26 Wood Ducks seen by W. B. Minturn at 
Lanes Bridge, 10 miles north of Fresno, made the 
largest concentration reported. Others were on San 
Pablo Reservoir, Contra Costa Co., 5 on Oct. 16, and 
11 on Nov. 27 (JK); and west of Morgan Hill, 18 
on Dec. 1 (Emily Smith). Williams saw a male 
Harlequin Duck on Carmel Bay, Nov. 3, and Walter 
J. Fitzpatrick found one at Tomales Point, Marin 
Co., Nov. 28. On October 31 there was a Ruddy Duck 
on Hardin Lake, 7600 ft. elevation. Yosemite Na- 
tional Park (WJF, Mrs. A. G. Zimmermann). 








off 


ate 


on 


ed 
¥ 
ar 
er 


of 


.- BPeTrTe 6 a 


~ © 


i= 
—_ 


aoa SF HD WH 


i 





Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were last seen in num- 
bers at Pinnacles National Monument, Sept. 17 (Betty 
Jackson). Near O'Neals, flocks of 100 to 500 were 
watched until Sept. 27 when migration ended (Henry 
E. Childs, Jr.). On Oct. 10 Cogswell flushed 30 from 
a field near Newark, Alameda Co., and on Oct. 11 
Minturn counted 12 north of Fresno. White-tailed 
Kites were present all season in the Monterey-Santa 
Cruz area where observers counted up to 5 in one 
day. During November there were 4 seen in the area 
from Davis to Folsom. A Red-shouldered Hawk was 
seen at 2 places in western Contra Costa Co.: one 
north of Orinda, Sept. 23 and 30 (RHP) and 1 
near Pinole, Nov. 29 (Herbert Wong). The Ander- 
sons saw a Rough-legged Hawk at Moss Landing on 
Nov. 1, 12 and 29. Single Ferruginous Hawks were 
observed at the Yolo By-pass of the Sacramento River, 
Oct. 21 (Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Pickett) and at Moss 
Landing Nov. 5 (GPL), 20 and 25 (CA, VA). 
There was a Golden Eagle near O'Neals, Sept. 17 
(HEC) and at the Pinnacles on Sept. 19, Nov. 16 
and 18 (BJ). At Hardin Lake, Yosemite, there was 
a Marsh Hawk, Oct. 11 and a Sparrow Hawk, Oct. 
31 (WJF). An Osprey at the Carmel River mouth 
on Sept. 4 is worthy of note because there are very 
few records for the Monterey Peninsula (LOW). 

Grouse, Cranes, Rails —Mrs. Kelly found Sooty 
Grouse with young at Lake Tahoe on Aug. 28. The 
first Sandhill Cranes. were observed near Thornton, 
San Joaquin Co., where there were 4 on Oct. 14; 
they had increased to at least 2000 by Nov. 12 
(ERP). They were also present at Los Banos where 
Mrs. Kelly saw about 100 on Oct. 28 and Minturn 
counted 26 on Nov. 17, and near Gridley, Nov. 11 
(ERP) and 12 (JWK). Clapper Rails appeared to 
be more numerous than usual on San Francisco Bay 
with 4 at Dumbarton Bridge on Sept. 13 (ALC) 
and Oct. 10 (HLC); 17 seen and many more heard 
near Redwood City, Nov. 22 (WJF); and one at 
Bay Farm Island, Nov. 7, and 2 on Dec. 1 (JWK). 
A Sora Rail wandered into the outskirts of Sacra- 
mento, Oct. 26 (A. J. Argante) and at Los Banos 
there was one on Nov. 17 (WBM) and 5 on Nov. 
22 (ES). 

Shorebirds.—Emily Smith saw one Am. Golden 
Plover on Sept. 27 near Alviso where Mrs. Kelly 
had seen one, Sept. 13; and Williams found one at 
Pt. Lobos, Oct. 8. The rather uncommon Red Knot 
appeared at 2 places: Moss Landing. 2 on Aug. 2 
(CA, VA); and 2 on Oct. 2 near Vallejo (F. G. 
Evenden, Jr.). A single Baird's Sandpiper was re- 
ported at Santa Cruz on Sept. 1 (WBM). Pectora! 
Sandpipers were seen at 4 places during Septembx 
2 at Moss Landing, Sept. 2 and 9 (CA, VA); one 
at the Carmel River mouth on Sept. 2; one at Pt. 
Pinos, Sept. 11 (LOW); and 3 at Bay Farm Island, 
Sept. 23 (JWK, RHP and Henry E. Childs, Sr.). 
The latter 3 observers watched 3 Stilt Sandpipers, 
Sept. 23, on an Alameda beach where there were 2 
still present on Sept. 24 (JWK). On the mud flats 
of Bay Farm Island there were 6 birds of this species 
on Oct. 10 (JWK). It appears that one taken at 
Eureka, Sept. 10, 1933, (Condor, 36:168) and 1 
sight record at Moss Landing on July 8, 1952 


(A.F.N., 6:297) are the only prior records of Stilt 
Sandpipers in California. A Black-necked Stilt was 
still at Moss Landing, Nov. 3 and 25 (CA, VA). 
Red Phalaropes, even more numerous than last year, 
were reported from the Monterey-Santa Cruz and 
San Francisco Bay areas all season. The first was seen 
at Moss Landing in partial molt, Aug. 4 and 5 with 
an increase to about 100, Nov. 14 (CA, VA). They 
were especially abundant near Carmel during October 
and were still present, Dec. 1 (LOW). On San Fran- 
cisco Bay there were about 40 at the San Mateo 
Bridge, Nov. 21 and the last one at Berkeley, Nov. 
28 (HLC) where they had been seen as early as Oct. 
11 (JK). Kittredge also counted 21 at Bodega Bay. 
Oct. 23. As early as July 27 the same observer found 
29 Northern Phalaropes at Jenner; and the Ander- 
sons saw thousands migrating past Point Pinos by 
Sept. 24. In the San Francisco Bay area they were 
generally distributed with as many as 500 during 
September and October, diminishing rapidly during 
November and last seen on Nov. 23 (RHP). The 
Andersons identified one Wilson's Phalarope at Moss 
Landing, Sept. 7. 

Jaegers through Auklets—Williams watched 4 
Skua at Point Pinos, Sept. 29, and saw jaegers there 
from Sept. 11 to Oct. 12. From a boat off Monterey. 
Smart counted 35 Pomarine Jaegers, 67 Parasitic 
Jaegers and 2 Long-tailed Jaegers on Sept. 27. From 
Point Pinos Williams saw one Long-tailed Jaeger. 
Sept. 29. There was a Pomarine Jaeger at Bay Farm 
Island on Sept. 23. About 20 Short-billed Gulls had 
arrived at Moss Landing, Sept. 6, an early date (CA, 
VA). Fred G. Evenden, Jr., reported a Glaucous Gull 
north of Bodega Bay, Oct. 3. One Red-legged Kitti- 
wake, seldom seen ashore, was at Point Pinos, Oct. 
15 (LOW). Smart counted 88 Sabine’s Gulls from 
a boat off Monterey, Sept. 27, and the Andersons 
found an immature bird at Moss Landing, Oct. 28. 
Black Terns, uncommon on this part of the California 
coast, were seen at Bay Farm Island, one on Aug. 23 
(JWK), and at Monterey, one on Sept. 15 (LOW). 
Vagrant Least Terns were observed at Bay Farm Is- 
land: 3 on Aug. 2 (HLC), 2 on Aug. 23 (JWK), 
one on Aug. 30 (HLC); and one at Shell Beach on 
Tomales Bay on Oct. 11 (HW). Williams saw 3 
Ancient Murrelets, the first of the season, in Monterey 
Harbor on Oct. 28, the same day he saw 4 Rhinoceros 
Auklets from a boat off Monterey. Smart counted 400 
Cassin’s Auklets in the same area on Sept. 27. 

Doves through Woodpeckers —There were 2 
White-winged Doves seen in the Region, rare fal! 
wanderers from the southwest. The first was at Palo 
Alto Yacht Harbor, seen both in flight and perched 
by Mannette Wittgenstein (fide ES) on Sept. 27. The 
second was at the Pinnacles National Monument, San 
Benito Co., on Oct. 10 and identified by Bruce Jack- 
son who is familiar with these doves in Arizona (fide 
Betty Jackson). Fitzpatrick believes that Great Gray 
Owls are becoming more numerous in Yosemite. 
White-throated Swifts were last seen in the high 
country at Harden Lake, Oct. 11 (WJF). There were 
11 to 20 at Pinnacles through Oct. 17 (BJ) and 6 
were foraging over the Oakland hills, Nov. 26 
(HLC). Mrs. R. Coy watched a Pileated Woodpecker 
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near Westport from Aug. 30 through Nov. 30. Mrs. 
Kelly found about 6 Lewis’s Woopeckers at Fallen 
Leaf Lake, El Dorado Co., 7300 ft., Aug. 27. Near 
O'Neals they arrived on Sept. 2 and by Oct. 10 they 
were abundant where they were absent last year. 
They were migrating through Yosemite Valley dur- 
ing the last week of September and the first week of 
October (WJF). Cogswell saw about 10 moving 
southwest along the west side of the Oakland hills, 
Oct. 4; there was one at Menlo Park, Nov. 7 (CLS). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—At Point Lobos, where 2 
Tropical Kingbirds were observed in October, 1952 
(Condor, 55:219), one was seen again this year by 
Laidlaw O. Williams on Oct. 16. A Western King- 
bird was reported by Wong near Napa on a very late 
date, Nov. 15. Childs watched several flocks of late 
migrating Violet-green Swallows near O'Neals, Oct. 
14 to 16. Barn Swallows were still feeding young at 
Volcano, Calaveras Co., Aug. 28 (JWK) and were 
feeding nestlings at Alviso, Aug. 30 (ES). 

Jays through Pipits—Mrs. Coy watched 2 vagrant 
Gray Jays near Westport, Mendocino Co., Nov. 28. 
An Am. Magpie, vagrant from east of the Sierra 
Nevadas, was seen in Yosemite Valley, Oct. 19 
(WJF). A Bewick’s Wren, extremely rare in Yose- 
mite Valley, was seen there on Nov. 16 by the same 
observer. This has been another fall with rather large 
numbers of Golden-crowned Kinglets in the San 
Francisco Bay area. The first wintering flock was seen 
in the Oakland hills, Oct. 24 (AGZ), and within a 
week they had appeared in suitable habitat generally. 
Wintering Water Pipits, late arriving in the Region, 
have been seen in very small numbers. 

Warblers, Blackbirds —In view of a summer record 
of the rare Black and White Warbler in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains (A.F.N., 7:315, Oct., 1953) the 
pair seen by R. J. Richardson at Soquel, Santa Cruz 
Co., on Aug. 15 is especially interesting. Yellow 
Warblers migrated through Oakland from Aug. 20 to 
Oct. 5 with the peak between Sept. 7 and 13 (HLC). 
In the vicinity of Sacramento they were present in 
considerable numbers until Oct. 16 and the peak of 
migration seems to have been about Sept. 27 and 28 
(ERP, ef al.). Eric C. Kinsey trapped an adult male 
Black-throated Blue Warbler at Manor, Marin Co., 
Sept. 30, in what appears to be the second record of 
this species in California. Barbara O'Neill saw a 
Black-throated Gray Warbler at Courtland, Nov. 12. 
Hermit Warblers were observed at Shell Beach Park 
on Tomales Bay, Oct. 11 (ALC) and at Mt. Hermon 
in the Santa Cruz Mountains from Nov. 26 to 29 
(Lelah Miller, fide ES). On Nov. 1 there was a late 
migrating Macgillivray’s Warbler in San Francisco 
(Roberta Long). Another sight record of Palm 
Warblers has been added to the growing list with 2 
seen at Point Pinos, Monterey Co. on Nov. 1 by 
Laidlaw O. Williams. Recent records are one at Point 
Lobos in the fall of 1952 (Legg ms.) and one col- 
lected at Berkeley in February, 1953 (Condor, 55: 
276). A female Am. Redstart, another rare visitant to 
the Region, was seen in Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco, by Florence Plymell and Junea W. Kelly 
on Sept. 19. In Yosemite, Fitzpatrick found a Western 
Meadowlark at Hardin Lake, 7600 ft., Oct. 31; and 
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a Red-winged Blackbird at Siesta Lake, 8100 ft., Oct. 
3, and in the Valley, Nov. 15. 

Tanagers, Sparrows.—Migrating Western Tanagers 
were reported as late as Sept. 16 near O'Neals 
(HEC); Oct. 2 at Berkeley; Oct.4 at Los Gatos 
(Gladys Record); and Oct. 11 at El Portal (WJF), 
Minturn counted 8 vagrant Lawrence’s Goldfinches 
north of Fresno, Oct. 28. Red Crossbills were seen 
more commonly than usual in the Yosemite high 
county this season (WJF). Mrs. Zimmermann found 
a flock at Peregoy Meadow, Oct. 30 and another at 
Hardin Lake, Oct. 31. On Oct. 28 Minturn saw a 
Grasshopper Sparrow north of Fresno. Vesper Spar- 
rows were reported as follows: one at White Wolf, 
Yosemite, Sept. 20 (WJF); present at the San 
Joaquin Experimental Range near O'Neals through 
October (HEC); and the first of the season north of 
Fresno, 3 on Oct. 21 (WBM). Chipping Sparrows 
were seen on two late dates: one near Morgan Hill 
on Nov. 10 (ES), and one in Yosemite Valley, Nov. 
15 (WJF). Five White-throated Sparrows were re- 
ported in the San Francisco Bay area: one trapped on 
Oct. 27 and many times thereafter at Larkspur, Marin 
Co. (Mrs. Otis H. Smith) ; in Berkeley, Oct. 28 (Mrs. 
J. C. Freihofer), Nov. 16 (Mrs. C. P. Steubgen), 
and Nov 26 (C. G. Thompson) ; and one seen regu- 
larly since Nov. 28 near Los Gatos (ES) —RUSSELL 
H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 7, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
summer dry spell was temporarily terminated by 
sudden heavy rains in mid-November. These rains 
alleviated a 
desperate  fire- 
hazard condi- 
tion which had 
prevailed in 
this Region 
since June. 
During the 
course of the 
summer more 
than 350,000 
acres of wood- 
land and chap- 
arral were razed 
by fire. Forests 
throughout the 
Region were very dry through early November. Hot 
Santa Anas from the desert added to the danger of 
fire. Rainfall by the end of November was two-thirds 
of last year’s total and less than 50 per cent of normal 
for that date. After the short rains of early and mid- 
November the Region again returned to drought-like 
conditions. Serious fire conditions still prevailed in 
late November and early December and were enhanced 
by hot, dry easterly winds from the desert. In many 
areas it was necessary to alert fire watches for of- 
season duty. The usual after-effects of near-drought 
are manifest. Large shallow lakes have been drying 
up (Buena Vista Lake has been reduced to less than 
seven square miles of water as compared with thirty- 
five square miles last year; Lake Henshaw is a puddle 
of its former self; and the same story is repeated 
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elsewhere), and vegetation is parched-looking and 
bone dry. The first snows began falling in the higher 
mountains above 7500 feet on Oct. 22 and resulted 
in an influx of mountain residents and migrants to 
the foothills and lowlands. The fall migration has 
been normal except for some stragglers which re- 
mained late into November. The southward water- 
fowl flight was spotty and may be attributed to much 
better water conditions in upstate California, and to 
other conditions. 

Loons through Petrels—The southward flight of 
loons was sporadic, with Red-throated Loons making 
the poorest showing. Most Western Grebes reached 
coastal waters by early November. Eared Grebes were 
generally low, and by the end of November only 
50,000 (est.) were present at the Salton Sea (Ed. J. 
O'Neill). A single Red-necked Grebe was at Morro 
Bay, Nov. 15 (Ed.). Numerous Horned Grebes were 
reported from widely scattered points from San Diego 
to Morro Bay, showing a good flight. At least one 
bird reached Lake Arrowhead, Nov. 27 (John 
Tremontano). The southward flight of Sooty Shear- 
waters was over by late October with the bulk of the 
birds passing in small groups of 300 to 500 during 
August. Pink-footed Shearwaters were about normal, 
and the rarer Slender-billed Shearwater was present 
in the Anacapa Channel, 1 on Oct. 25 (JT, Herbert 
Clarke). Fulmars have again appeared off our coast, 
after having not been recorded for more than two 
years. Twelve birds were seen on Oct. 25 in Anacapa 
Channel (HC). The First Mate, Fred Zeisenheine, 
aboard the U.S.C. Marine Laboratory Velero IV, re- 
ported that several Black-footed Albatrosses followed 
the ship as far inshore as the San Pedro Marine 
Breakwater during July and August. He also reported 
many Black Petrels coming aboard the ship at night 
in June. 

Pelicans and Boobies.—A small flight (100 est.) of 
White Pelicans passed over Whittier Hills, Nov. 15 
(JT), but what is probably one of the greatest con- 
centrations in the State has established itself on the 
fast-receding Buena Vista Lake. In early September 
the birds numbered about 4000 (3400 adults and 600 
young) after a successful nesting (about 550 young 
birds raised from 400 nests). This number swelled 
to nearly 8300 by Dec. 1 (Ed.). The lake was very 
shallow (average depth of 21/ feet) and was swarm- 
ing with small carp, making the fishing relatively 
easy for the pelicans as well as for other birds. A 
single Brown Pelican appeared at the Salton Sea Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge (SSNWR) in mid-November 
(EJO'N). One of the most remarkable occurrences 
of the past year has been the influx of boobies from 
the Gulf of California into the Colorado River Valley. 
They have been recorded from the Colorado River 
itself and now have been found at the Salton Sea. On 
Oct. 18, 2 adult Blue-footed Boobies and another 
immature booby (presumably of the same species) 
were seen at the Salton Sea at fairly close range. A re- 
turn trip to the same area on Oct. 31 netted only one 
adult (Robert Smart). A dead booby (sp.) was found 
in the Mojave Desert far from water at Thermal, 
Riverside Co. late in August. 

Herons and Ibises—More than 450 Am. Egrets 


and Great Blue Herons were feeding at the shores 
of Buena Vista Lake in late November. A large roost 
(1550) of Black-crowned Night Herons has formed 
along Buena Vista Canal, apparently of birds de- 
serting their former roosting trees at Buena Vista 
Lake. Wood Ibises arrived at Oceanside Lagoons from 
their nesting grounds in Mexico late in July and 
reached a maximum of more than 200 birds by Sept 
8 (JT); all had departed by the end of October 
Better than 100 were feeding near the south end of 
the Salton Sea, Oct. 29 (Wyatt A. Kent), and a stray 
bird reached the coast at Carlsbad, Oct. 25 (JT), and 
another the Bird Refuge near Santa Barbara, Aug. 21 
(E. Z. Rett). 

W aterfowl.—Various reasons have been offered for 
the relatively poor waterfowl migration to date. Per- 
haps it was a combination of mild autumn weather 
on the western Canadian and Alaskan nesting grounds 
and the large amount of feed and water available to 
the birds in upstate California, Washington, and 
Oregon. In general, geese have been poor and most 
of the dabbling species of ducks low. The waterfow! 
situation from the Salton Sea is as follows: on the 
refuges, 6 White-fronted Geese the last week of Sep- 
tember increased to 300 at the end of November; 20 
Snow Geese at the first of October increased to 6000, 
and 90 Canada Geese in mid-October increased to 
2400 by the end of November. These figures represent 
less than 50 per cent of the normal population. By 
the end of November the total number of ducks on 
the SSNWR numbered about 16,000 as compared 
with 7000 during the last week of August. Pintail 
showed a pronounced drop in mid-September and 
no appreciable increase to the end of November when 
they numbered about 6000. A single Wood Duck was 
taken in mid-October at a State Shooting Area 
(EJO'N). For the remainder of the Region the pic- 
ture was similar with Pintails showing the greatest 
drop. Observers reported some ducks conspicuously 
absent from Big Bear Lake, Lake Norconian, Fair- 
mont Lake (usually excellent for Shovellers) and 
other points. About 20,000 ducks were present on 
Buena Vista Lake in mid-November but most had 
departed soon after the onset of the hunting. season. 
No Black Brant were on Morro Bay, a favored feed- 
ing ground, on Nov. 15, probably due to heavy hunt- 
ing; and only 20 were on Mission Bay, Nov. 18 
(John Tiffany). A single Black Brant spent the sum- 
mer at Bolsa Chica and another was at Cabrillo 
Beach, Nov. 30 (Bess M. Hoffman). Not more than 
100 Canada Geese had arrived at Buena Vista Lake 
by Dec. 10. Exceptional were 5000 Shovellers at 
Carlsbad Lagoon, Nov. 22 (JTr). Two thousand 
Am. Widgeon and 500 Mallards were at Lake Nor- 
conian, Nov. 26 (Mimi and A. Small). Green- 
winged and Cinnamon Teal were very low as were 
Redheads, Canvas-backs, Ring-necks, and Am. Mer- 
gansers. Single male Wood Ducks were at Lincoln 
and Westlake Parks, Los Angeles, in December 
(BMH), but none were at Fairmont Lake, Riverside. 
Buffle-heads were scarce. A single male Hooded Mer- 
ganser was at Malibu Creek, Nov. 24 (fide Thomas 
R. Howell). A high influx of Am. Golden-eyes was 
evident from reports of 11 at Balboa Beach in No- 
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vember (fide HC), one pair at Huntington Beach, 
Nov. 26 (Mrs. Russell Wilson), and another at 
Calipatria, Nov. 22 (RS). 

Hawks and Ouls.—Most encouraging were the 
numerous reports of White-tailed Kites received, in- 
dicating that these birds are slowly gaining on the 
inroads made upon them by increasing urbanization. 
Special increases were noted near Corona, Buena Vista 
Lake, Whittier, La Habra, and Santa Barbara. Ferru- 
ginous Hawks were reported from 3 localities and 
Pigeon Hawks were noted casually from late October 
and early December. A small flight of Swainson’s 
Hawks (48) migrated over Brawley, Oct. 18 (RS), 
and a single bird was at Upper Newport Bay, Oct. 
17 (NHM). A Goshawk was seen on Mount Pinos, 
Aug. 1 (Reginald Denham, HC). Two Ospreys from 
Upper Newport Bay, Sept. 26 (NHM), and one from 
Winterhaven, Nov. 22 (RS). constituted the only 
records this fall. Six Pygmy Owls were reported from 
Corona (NHM), and Short-eared Owls were sporadic 
in migration. 

Quail, Pigeons and Doves.—If hunting reports are 
a good indication, quail in general had a successful 
year. Band-tailed Pigeons gave more indications of 
their nomadic nature, disappearing from certain 
areas and appearing elsewhere. Many of the birds 
present last year on Mt. Pinos have moved on and 
large flocks numbering hundreds of birds appeared 
in the Figueroa Mountain area near Santa Barbara, 
Nov. 23 (EZR). Large flocks were also present on 
Breckenridge Mt. (Kern Co.) and in scattered foot- 
hill canyons. White-winged Doves reached Mecca dur- 
ing August and September (Cecelia Foulkes) and 
Mexican Ground Doves were reported from Calipatria 
in mid-October (EJO'N) and on Nov. 22 (RS). 

Cranes, Coots and Rails.—Three Sandhill Cranes 
appeared at the SSNWR at the end of October and 
were seen through early December. A flock migrated 
over Taft on the morning of Nov. 11 (Ed.) and a 
flock of more than 100 was seen flying westward in 
the direction of Corrizo Plains, Nov. 20 (Rolf E. 
Mall). The fields of the Corrizo Plains near Soda 
Lake (now dry) appear to be a major wintering 
grounds for cranes in the State. By Nov. 22 more than 
1100 birds had arrived, which is 100 more than win- 
tered in 1952-53 (Ed.). Only a fraction of the thous- 
ands of Am. Coots formerly present on Buena Vista 
Lake remained at the end of November. A single Am. 
Coot was seen feeding in a mass of kelp some 5 miles 
east of Anacapa Island, Oct. 25 (JTr). A rare inland 
occurrence of the Black Rail was recorded when a 
single bird was killed near the south end of the 
Salton Sea in mid-October (fide EJO'N). 

Shorebirds—The southward flight of shorebirds 
began in mid-August, reached a peak at the end of 
September, and tapered-off slightly thereafter when 
the wintering populations were established. Most of 
the species were normal, with Red Phalaropes show- 
ing the most marked increase. In favored places they 
outnumbered the Northerns during October and early 
November. They were widely reported as numerous 
from San Diego to Morro Bay. Five Northern 
Phalaropes appeared for the first time in Pauma 
Valley, San Diego Co., Sept. 1 (Eleanor Beemer). 
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A concentration of 10,000 (est.) Willets at the 
Venice Marshes on Oct. 18 (JTr) is noteworthy, 
Ruddy Turnstones showed a slight increase and g 
Black Turnstones and 4 Surf-birds had already ar. 
rived at the Ballona Creek Breakwater by Aug. 28, 
A very large flock of 2500 Long-billed Cur!ews was 
feeding near Calipatria, Oct. 31 (RS). The great 
flocks of Dowitchers formerly present at Buena Vista 
Lake have not returned. Following are reports of the 
rarer shorebirds: Red Knots were reported from 
Playa del Rey on Oct. 10 (JTr, Pat Gould) (10), 
and Alamitos Bay, 5 on Oct. 16 (J. H. Comby); a 
single Baird's Sandpiper was at SSNWR, Oct. 1 
(RS); and a Pectoral Sandpiper was feeding with 
peep at Buena Vista Lake, Sept. 9 (Ed.). 

Gulls, Terns and Jaegers—Both Pomarine and 
Parasitic Jaegers were present offshore in August, 
September and October with the Pomarine most nu- 
merous in October. An early Short-billed Gull was 
at Malibu, Oct. 27 (A.O.U. Field Trip). Glaucous- 
winged Gulls had arrived in bulk by mid-November, 
The beautiful Sabine’s Gull was recorded on two 
boat trips to Anacapa Is. Three birds were seen on 
Aug. 30 and 3 more on Oct. 25 (HC, JTr, ef al.). 
Bonaparte’s Gulls were late in arriving by the end of 
November and poor in numbers when they did. A 
single Franklin’s Gull was carefully identified near 
Calipatria, Nov. 23 (RS). In disaccordance with the 
past three years Elegant Terns did not have a sub- 
stantial northward flight. Although carefully searched 
for, the only birds recorded were at Torrey Pines 
Beach, Oct. 31 (NHM). This flock was composed 
of 20 birds and they were not seen again. More than 
300 Caspian Terns spent September and early October 
at Buena Vista Lake taking advantage of the excellent 
fishing conditions. Twenty-five Royal Terns were at 
Malibu, Oct. 27 (A.O.U. Field Trip). A single Arctic 
Tern was well seen 6 miles west of the Coronados 
Islands, Aug. 8 (Ed., H. and Olga Clarke, RD). 

Goatsuckers through Woodpeckers —Most of the 
Poor-wills had left by very early October Vaux's 
Swifts moved southward during late September and 
early October. A large southbound flock of about 
400 was counted near the San Gabriel River Wildlife 
Sanctuary (SGRWS) on Oct. 1 (Alma Stultz, fide 
JTr). A widespread movement of White-throated 
Swifts was noted during the week of Nov. 15-21. The 
only Black Swift reported was from Modjeska Canyon, 
Oct. 11 (Josephine O. Bull). Literally swarms of 
Rufous Hummingbirds moved south throush flower- 
ing mountain meadows through early and mid-August 
and most had departed by mid-September. B!ack- 
chinned and Allen’s Hummingbirds migrated through 
in early and mid-September, with only a few linger- 
ing into early October. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
(Red-breasted) were common and there were a few 
reports of the Red-naped subspecies. Three reports 
of the Yellow-shafted Flicker were received. A female 
was captured near San Gabriel on Nov. 3 (JTr), a 
male was at Will Rogers State Park on Nov. 5 (JT), 
and a third was at Santa Barbara, Oct. 29 (EZR). A 
slight influx of Lewis's Woodpeckers was indicated 
by single birds from Idyllwild on Oct. 11 (RS), 
SSNWR early in November (EJO'N), and Los 


























Olivos, Nov. 23 (EZR). The Pileated Woodpecker 
was again recorded from Breckenridge Mountain, 
Nov. 11 (Ed.). 

Flycatchers through Dippers.—A female Vermilion 
Flycatcher remained only a few days in late August 
at Mecca, and a pair was resident in Coachella 
(Cecelia Foulkes). Upwards of 100,000 swallows 
(mostly Cliff and Tree) were massed for migration 
at the south end of the Salton Sea in late August 
(EJO'N). A large roost of about 600 Am. Crows 
was found near Whittier, Nov. 22 (JTr.). Steller’s 
Jays reached the lowlands at Pauma Valley Aug. 8 
(EB), and Arcadia, Nov. 24 (Harold Baxter). Pifion 
Jays were scarce this fall and only 6 were at Big 
Bear, Oct. 18 (HC). A few Yellow-billed Magpies 
have moved across the Coast Range and into the 
Cuyama Valley, as 4 were present on Nov. 15 (Mimi 
and A. Small). Belle Wilson reported White-breasted 
Nuthatches in the Banning area for the first time 
in twelve years. Extremely interesting is the report 
of an Am. Dipper from Catalina Island, Sept. 19 
(JT). These birds are practically non-migratory and 
this perhaps represents their establishment as perma- 
nent residents. Cedar Waxwings began arriving late 
in September but flocks were small and widely dis- 
persed. Numbers increased throughout October and 
November but the flight was generally poor. 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings.—A flock of 15 
Golden-crowned Kinglets from San Gabriel Canyon, 
Nov. 28 (Mrs. RW), was unusual, as a flock this 
large even in the high mountains would be unlikely. 
Hermit Thrushes showed an increase this fall and 
more Am. Robins are breeding in lowland and urban 
areas. Many of these birds leave the Region early 
in September, and the migration of Am. Robins from 
the north and the mountains was poor to early De- 
cember. 

Warblers, Blackbirds, Ortoles, Tanagers.—Audu- 
bon’s Warblers were very numerous and most had de- 
parted by early November except for the group which 
winters here. The warbler migration was slow and dis- 
persed with “major” flights from mid-September to 
early October. Another record for the Black and 
White Warbler was a bird seen north of Los Angeles 








on Oct. 17 (Mrs. RW). Myrtle Warblers were re- 
ported from Whittier (2) on Oct. 17 (JTr) and 
Rattlesnake Canyon on Nov. 2 (EZR). Tricolored 
Blackbirds were scarce. Only 50 were found in the 
sloughs of southern Los Angeles (WAK) and an- 
other flock of 400 (est.) was in Cuyama Valley, Nov. 
15. No Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported. 
Hooded and Bullock’s Orioles had left by the first 
week in September and a single Scott’s Oriole re- 
mained until Nov. 7 at Palm Springs (RS). Western 
Tanagers began arriving the first week in August and 
most had moved through by mid-October, with a few 
lingering until late in the month. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Most of the Black-headed 
Grosbeaks departed between the end of August and 
mid-September. One bird remained in Pauma Valley 
until early December (EB). Twelve Evening Gros- 
beaks at Big Bear on Oct. 18 were the only ones 
reported (HC). Another male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak was found; this bird was in Elysian Park, Los 
Angeles, Aug. 2 (JT). A rare Lark Bunting was 
feeding with House Finches, July 28, in Whittier 
(JHC). A flock of about 250 Lawrente’s Goldfinches 
was foraging in a mountain meadow on the summit 
of Mount Pinos, Aug. 1 (Ed., HC, RD). A single 
Desert Sparrow reached the San Gabriel River wash 
north of Azusa, Nov. 15 (Leo R. Best). A Slate- 
colored Junco was found on the A.O.U. Field Trip 
to Tapia Park, Oct. 27. Golden-crowned Sparrows 
began arriving during the last week in September and 
were locally common thereafter. White-crowned Spar- 
rows arrived during the second week in September 
and continued to increase until the end of October 
when their numbers tapered off. A single White- 
throated Sparrow was migrating with a flock of 
White-crowned Sparrows at Corona, Nov. 22 
(NHM). Twenty Vesper Sparrows were feeding 
along the road to Mount Breckenridge, Nov. 11 
(Mimi and A. Small, REM); elsewhere this species 
was reported as slightly increased. Chipping Sparrows 
were common this fall, with many small flocks re- 
ported arriving early in November.—ARNOLD SMALL, 
Department of Life Science, Taft Junior College, Taft 
Calif. 
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Attention: MOON WATCHERS 
Full Moon 


March 
April 


16-20 
15-1 9g 


May 15- 
June 1 


Target Dates 


March 18 
April 16 


May 16 
June 15 















































Cooperative Study 
of 


Spring Migration 


Countless amateur ornithologists record their first phoebe, martin or oriole and other common migrants 
each year; in fact, someone in nearly every community does so, as well as many members of every bird club. { 
The great majority of these yearly first dates have never been collected and studied. Now that several exten- 
sive and intensive studies of the relation of day-to-day and year-to-year differences in the weather to the 
whole continent are in progress, these. heretofore untapped individual observations of so many persons 
would be of tremendous value if they could all be collected and mapped each year. ‘ 

Of what use are just the observer's first dates, if (1) he may not have been outdoors often enough to have 
observed redstarts until they had been present in his town for a week, or (2) he may have happened upon a 
single stray redstart which came a week before the rest? By themselves, these first dates would of course be 
of little value. But if 20 members of a local club each reported individually their first redstart, or if 20 
scattered observers in southeast Indiana each did so, in both cases there would be certain dates or periods 
when the majority of persons saw their first redstart. In trials in Wisconsin in 1951-53, these peak dates 
usually did not fall on week-ends; for the species chosen were common enough around homes in town and 
country alike se that they could usually be detected without any special effort. 

The present project, begun in a small way last year, aims to collect thousands of individual reports from 
observers of those species listed below. Few people will see all of them; the list is large to insure that in 
each region at least a few birds will arrive in March, in April and in May. For each species we shall map 
the dates when a peak number of observers saw their first bird in each large town, or in each group of 
counties (where bird clubs are lacking). We also expect to utilize the early dates, for it is likely that 
when a peak migration of redstarts occurs in Indiana, as indicated by a large number of first dates there, 
the same weather conditions may bring a few early stragglers farther north into Michigan, where just a 
few observers will detect them. Even the late dates at each locality may be very valuable in tracing second 
or third waves of migrating species. Finally the daily U. S. Weather maps will be compared with these 
maps of dates of arrival. 





We wish to thank all who have submitted reports in the past, and we hope they may again be able to 
contribute in 1954 as the program gets into full swing with the cooperation of still more observers. As yet, 
not enough persons have been reached and asked to participate; only 1 to 30 persons have contributed reports 
from each state. In order that the results can be used with any confidence at all, at least 60 reports from every 
state and observations by half the members of every bird club should be secured. The sooner we can achieve a 
sufficiently large cooperating network of observers, the better; for after that the study must continue for several 
years in order to compare yearly differences in the weather with differences in the migration patterns on our » 
maps. So we hope everyone will report his first date of at least one species, and help bring this study to the 
attention of friends and local clubs as soon as possible. We can furnish questionnaires to any group which 
would like to cooperate by reaching all its members. 








Wanted: Each observer's own first date for any of these species that were observed in 1954, wherever 
wintering birds will not be confused with spring migrants. (If you did not report 1953 dates, we should 
appreciate these too.) 















Canada Goose Barn Swallow Oven-bird 

Marsh Hawk Purple Martin American Redstart 

Killdeer Common Crow Red-winged Blackbird 

Wilson's Snipe House Wren Baltimore Oriole 

Mourning Dove Catbird Scarlet Tanager 

Common Nighthawk Brown Thrasher Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Chimney Swift Wood Thrush Indigo Bunting i 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Eastern Bluebird (male) American Goldfinch if 

Yellow-shafted Flicker Eastern Bluebird (female) Slate-colored Junco ut 

Eastern Kingbird Red-eyed Vireo Chipping Sparrow " 

Crested Flycatcher Black & White Warbler White-crowned Sparrow ; 

Eastern Phoebe Yellow Warbler White-throated Sparrow i 

Eastern Wood Pewee Myrtle Warbler i 

Please send all reports to your regional Audubon Field Notes Editor, or to Mr. Chandler S. Robbins, i 

Patuxent Research Refuge, Laurel, Md. A postcard, listing your first dates, county and place of observation, i 
and your name and address, will suffice.—John V. Dennis, Gilbert S. Raynor, Chandler S$. Robbins, James H. 
Zimmerman 7 
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